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Welcome to the Global Law Experts (GLE) Annual 
Awards 2020 publication.

GLE is one of the world’s leading online resources for locating 
specialist legal advisers for the services required by businesses, 
investors and individuals around the world, with more than 70,000 
users visiting our website each month. Since 2010, the GLE Annual 
Awards has celebrated excellence, innovation and performance 
across the legal communities around the world. The Annual Awards 
are designed to reward those most deserving in this global context.

The winners are determined through a rigorous process, which 
begins with the opening of the ballot boxes and requests for 
external nominations from our extensive user base. The votes 
received are combined with supporting evidence from the in-house 
research team to arrive at the final winners list. The shortlisted 
candidates are judged on client testimonials, key cases, legal 
rankings, overall reputation, publication contributions, speaking 
engagements and the performance and standing of teams and 
individual lawyers.

We have broken down the winners by region, country and practice 
area. Many of the firms selected offer a multitude of services and 
have provided a firm summary to this effect; while some have 
chosen to profile their expertise regarding their winning category 
– providing details of their casework and some up-to-date industry 
commentary. Further, our Listings section contains the details of 
additional award winners from around the globe. Congratulations  
to all of this year’s winners.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our contributors 
for continuing to make themselves available during the first quarter 
of what has already turned out to be a very difficult year, and  
I know that the daily counsel provided by the experts featured in 
this edition will provide a great relief to many people in the coming 
months. We at GLE wish you all the very best, both professionally 
and personally, during these challenging times.

Editor: 
John Martin 
johnmartin@globallawexperts.com 
www.globallawexperts.com

Reprints & Permissions: 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
or transmitted in any manner or by any means without the prior 
permission of the publisher.

Disclaimer: 
While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the contents, 
the publisher cannot accept responsibility for errors and claims 
made by third parties.
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Growth in the euro area was 
forecast to ease from 1.9% in 
2019 to 1.7% in 2020, according 
to the European Commission. The 
same pattern was expected for 
the EU, with growth forecast at 
2.0% in 2019 and 1.9% in 2020. All 
Member States had been forecast 
to continue growing, though at a 
slower pace, due to the strength 
of domestic consumption and 
investment. However, we have 
faced a particularly uncertain 
environment in Q1 2020, caused by 
several factors, not least a finally 
realised Brexit, which is likely to 
reduce immigration from European 
Economic Area (EEA) countries to 
the UK and create new challenges 
for the UK’s security, research 
and the economy. As a result of 
Brexit, EU law and the EU Court of 
Justice no longer have supremacy 
over UK laws or its Supreme Court 

for the most part, although the 
EU Withdrawal Act 2018 retains 
relevant EU law as domestic law, 
which the UK could therefore repeal 
or amend.

There have also been major shocks, 
primarily the global coronavirus pandemic 
and resultant stock market crash, mass 
panic-buying and social-distancing 
measures (including the postponement of 
major events) designed to slow the spread. 
Italy soon closed its borders, and the UK 
was quickly subjected to deleterious effects 
on public health, the NHS, business and 
infrastructure – as well as US Vice President 
Mike Pence declaring that the US would be 
extending its European travel ban to the UK 
and Ireland. There was as well, of course, 
much loss of life, with areas of Spain in 
particular recording a tragically high toll, 
and France and Germany also charting high 
numbers infected. 

Severe economic problems across 
Europe as a result of the coronavirus 
quickly became unavoidable, according 
to economics expert Gabriel A Giménez 
Roche from NEOMA Business School. 
“Even if activity resumes after the end of 
the coronavirus crisis, the prolonged lack 
of activity will cause a significant cut in the 
generation and circulation of cash flows that 
will not be remedied just by a resumption of 
operations. No matter what measures are 
taken at the dawn of the coming recession, 
there will be long months of economic 
turmoil. Nevertheless, it is obvious that 
exceptional measures, never seen since the 
19th century, are to be expected.”

In mid-March, as the proposed roll out 
of IR35’s changes to the UK’s private 
sector drew closer – two sets of tax 
legislation that are designed to combat tax 
avoidance by workers and the firms hiring 
them, who are supplying their services 
to clients via an intermediary – contract 

Europe Winners
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placements dropped a sizeable 10.1% 
month-on-month. Employers had shied 
away from contingent workers (freelancers 
and outside contractors), according to a 
Recruitment Trends Snapshot report from 
the Association of Professional Staffing 
Companies (APSCo) in conjunction with 
growth analytics platform cube19. With 
certain banks, such as HSBC, scrapping 
contingent workers altogether, the drop 
was not much of a surprise. Permanent 
placements fared well as a result, with 
a 0.9% increase month-on-month and a 
10.2% rise from 2019 figures.

However, in late March, it was announced 
that the IR35 reform was to be postponed 
until 2021. Subsequently, niche contractor 
insurance broker and employment 
status specialist Larsen Howie advised 
contractors, recruiters and employers not 
to halt plans to prepare for changes. The 
postponement came as part of a broader 
plan to bolster the UK economy against the 

pandemic. On the delay, Andy Vessey, Head 
of Tax at Larsen Howie, commented: “The 
government’s decision is clearly the right 
one to make during this time of social and 
economic upheaval.”

Short-term measures were announced 
to steady the economy and put the 
Dow Jones index back on a much more 
even keel, including the Central Bank 
coordinating with the Bank of England, 
the European Central Bank and others, 
to course-correct disruptions in overseas 
markets. The US Federal Reserve also 
lowered interest rates to near-zero as a 
strategic move to shield the international 
economy as the world confronted the virus.

Professor Roche added: “The announced 
injections from banks may prove to be 
insufficient, as the magnitude of the coming 
economic recession will largely depend on 
the duration and reach of the current health 
crisis.” He explained that governments 

across Europe must take advantage 
of the support from central banks to 
rebalance budgets, streamline taxation 
and regulations, and adopt strict rules of 
budget responsibility – and this solution 
necessitates a significant level of global 
collaboration.

The pandemic has also seen retail clients 
urgently looking at new and inventive ways 
to launch their products as more people 
went into self-isolation and High-street 
giants closed their stores across the globe. 
Product launches were cancelled, and 
safety precautions were put in place. In 
mid-March, Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
“urged” the public not to attend locations 
in the hospitality sector, although by 
late March this was revised when pubs, 
restaurants and gyms, etc, were formally 
ordered to close, and employees were 
furloughed when the government unveiled 
a Job Retention Scheme (CJRS) wherein 
laid-off staff would still receive 80% of their 
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usual earnings, up to a cap of £2,500 per 
month (this would eventually be broadened 
to include the self-employed, in many 
instances). The government unveiled a £350 
billion bailout package and assured private 
renters that they would not be left out in 
the cold. A three-month “holiday” was 
imposed on mortgages. It was announced 
– in late March – that schools would close 
nationwide. Everyone who could possibly 
work from home was asked to do so.

By the end of March, an almost total 
lockdown was in place, with the closing 
of non-essential shops, a reduced bus 
and train service intended only for key 
workers, and the public were told that if 
they did not remain at home except for 
stringent circumstances, such as brief 
solitary exercise and essential supply runs, 
they would be subjected to fines and 
unprecedented crowd-control measures 
not contemplated since wartime. London 
and the Midlands were the most affected 
regions in terms of infection rates. 
Around the same time, the PM himself 
had tested positive for COVID-19 and 
was hospitalised in intensive care in early 
April as First Secretary of State Dominic 
Raab was deputised; Brexit-related trade 
talks – which had been ongoing – looked 
likely to enter a suspended state. The PM 
was released from hospital on the Easter 
weekend and recorded a video message 
expressing his gratitude for the NHS. 

Shortly after, Spain lifted its “industrial 
lockdown” to a large extent, re-opening 
non-essential businesses, as the country’s 
death rates had dropped considerably. At 
the same time, shoppers were back on 
the streets in Austria, and it was reported 
that the UK economy could shrink by a 
third (around 35%) by June and two million 
could lose their jobs if the lockdown 
were to last three months, according to 
the government’s watchdog, the Office 
for Budget Responsibility. Metro then 
reported that the number of people who 
may end up jobless could be as high as 
five million, in line with speculation from 
think-tank The Resolution Foundation.

The Association of Professional Staffing 
Companies noted in a press release that: 
“We are a critical industry because when 
we do finally come out of the other side of 
this crisis, the economy is going to need 
recruiters to get people back into work very 
quickly. UK plc will not get back up and 
running if large numbers of recruitment 
companies have gone out of business.” 

It is important to add that some countries, 
such as Sweden, had no lockdown at 
all, instead adopting “herd immunity”. 
Meanwhile, BioNTech SE is a company that 
has been busy with an R&D effort called 
“Project Lightspeed”, which centres on 
developing a potential vaccine to induce 
immunity and prevent infection, as part of 

a global clinical development programme 
in Europe (commencing in Germany), 
the US and China. The company has 
been in close contact with regulatory and 
scientific authorities around the world, 
and is in ongoing discussions with other 
pharmaceutical companies and research 
bodies to make a vaccine available to the 
public. But this is far from being the only 
initiative towards developing a vaccine. Mr 
Johnson returned in late April, “easing in” 
with a phone call to President Trump, just 
as the UK vowed to increase testing and 
announced that human trials for a vaccine 
were commencing (although a solution 
was unlikely to be finalised this year). As 
we entered May, he was optimistic that the 
UK may have already passed the peak of 
the first wave, as hospital admissions had 
begun to decline, suggesting that some 
success had been achieved in flattening 
the curve, although the death toll had 
already reached 32k tragic fatalities to 
become the highest in Europe, overtaking 
Italy. At around the same time, Chief 
Medical Officer Chris Whitty suggested 
that social distancing could be necessary 
for the remainder of the year – subjecting 
the economy to continued uncertainty – 
combined with a multilateral effort to arrive 
at a vaccine, or at least uncover an effective 
medication for the respiratory effects of 
COVID-19.
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AG ADVOCATES

Anna Grigorieva
Partner – Managing Director
Tel: +35725057000
anna.grigorieva@ag-
advocates.eu; info@ag-
advocates.eu
www.ag-advocates.eu

REAL ESTATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CYPRUS

AG ADVOCATES is a boutique law 
firm providing Clients with a wide 
range of high-quality legal services 
from day-to-day legal advice and 
support to highly complex legal 
matters. As per the real estate sector, 
our team has considerable and 
valuable experience in handling all 
aspects of real estate and financing 
transactions in areas including 
acquisitions and disposals, financing, 
leasing and mortgaging about 
residential, commercial or industrial 
properties in Cyprus and abroad. 

Our team can assist Clients with the 
drafting and preparation of all legal 
documents and forms required for real 
estate transactions, and we can provide 
Clients with support from a legal aspect 
throughout the completion of any 
transaction that will be assigned to us. Our 
clientele includes, but not limited to, buyers, 
sellers, commercial landlords, lenders, 
real estate developers, real estate agents 
and commercial tenants. Our firm can also 
assist Clients in the process of obtaining 

citizenship in Cyprus through naturalization 
by exception, and can handle the entire 
procedure, including assisting with the 
investment, the purchase of property and 
submission of the relevant application 
required for obtaining citizenship.

In our firm, I am the Partner-Managing 
Director, and I oversee all our firm’s strategic 
direction for local and abroad operations. I 
am qualified to practice law in both Russia 
and Cyprus, and I have extensive experience 
of corporate and commercial matters, 
insolvency and restructuring, international 
tax planning, immigration and real estate. 
Before setting up AG Advocates back in 
2012, I was a Partner at a reputable law firm 
in Cyprus for more than 10 years, and I have 
been involved in a wide range of operations 
of corporate and private Clients, from all over 
the world.

Our firm varies from local market 
competitors by providing Clients with a wide 
range of legal services. The secret of our 
success is to provide a genuine commitment 
to each Client, from high-net-worth 
individuals to international corporations, 

by providing them with exceptional Client 
services through comprehensive legal 
solutions according to their business needs 
and objectives, focusing on the best possible 
outcome. For the above-mentioned reasons, 
as a firm, we pride ourselves on delivering 
such responsive Client care and at the 
same time working at the highest level of 
professionalism. 

Our firm’s main objective for the year 2020 
is to continue hard work for providing 
Clients with high quality of legal services 
and more specifically for matters pertaining 
to the investment sector, such as the 
provision of services for Cyprus Investment 
Firms and Funds. For both aforesaid 
fields, we are offering Clients professional 
legal and administration services such 
as formation, licensing, accounting, 
administration, advisory and directorship. In 
the meantime, we are qualifying our team 
with knowledge relating to technological 
innovation, so that we achieve complete 
synchronization with market needs and are 
able to provide Clients with such services 
alongside our current legal services.

Baker & McKenzie

Alexander Petsche
Partner
Tel: +43 1 24 250 571
alexander.petsche@
bakermckenzie.com
www.bakermckenzie.com

DISPUTE RESOLUTION LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRIA

Global disputes are becoming more 
frequent and complex as corporations 
and financial institutions continue to 
enter new markets against a backdrop 
of tighter regulatory scrutiny, higher 
accountability standards and intense 
competition. With more companies 
doing business in emerging markets, 
the risks are even greater. All of this 
creates higher costs and greater 
liability, requiring that disputes be 
avoided whenever possible, and resolved 
efficiently when they arise.
Baker & McKenzie helps clients through the life-
cycle of transactions and product development 
to minimize exposure to risk and avoid disputes. 
When disputes arise, we guide clients through 
pre-contentious negotiations and help them 
choose the best dispute resolution option. 
We provide expert advice at every step of 
the process, including litigation, international 
arbitration and alternative dispute resolution.
Alexander Petsche heads the Litigation and 
Arbitration Practice Group at Baker & McKenzie 
Diwok Hermann Petsche Rechtsanwälte LLP 
& Co KG in Vienna. He worked with Bruckhaus 
Westrick Heller Löber as a trainee lawyer before 
transferring to Wolf Theiss, where he practiced 
until 2004. Mr Petsche also has experience 
working for Draxler & Partner from 1997 to 1998. 

In addition to his practice, he regularly lectures on 
professional negotiations at the Vienna University 
of Economics and Business Administration. He 
has authored about 80 publications.
Mr Petsche advises clients in connection with 
the assertion of their claims before state courts 
and arbitral tribunals, particularly in matters 
related to construction and infrastructure 
projects, damage claims, distribution law and 
other corporate disputes. He also advises clients 
on the implementation of compliance systems, 
especially in the field of anti-corruption. He has 
significant experience acting as an arbitrator and 
an accredited business mediator.
Representative Legal Matters
• Setting aside an arbitral award before state 

courts with an amount of dispute of more than 
EUR1 billion.

• Represented client in a dispute out of the 
erection of a sports stadium.

• Represented clients in numerous plant 
construction disputes.

• Represented a logistics company in a dispute 
in connection with the construction of ships.

• Represented a group of claimants in 
connection with financial investments.

• Represented numerous leading Austrian 
companies in its set-up of compliance programs.

Professional Associations and 
Memberships
• Austrian Federal Economic Chamber – Member 

of the Board of the International Arbitral Centre
• Austrian Arbitration Association (ArbAUT) – 

Member of the Board
• Czech Bar Association – Member
• German Institution of Arbitration (DIS) – Member
• Vienna Bar Association – Member
Publications
Contributor, Compliance für Unternehmen, 
Corporate Compliance, Kodex des Österreichischen 
Rechts, 3rd edition, publisher Univ. Prof. Dr. Werner 
Doralt, Compliance Unternehmen 2019/20
Co-editor (with Karin Mair), Handbook 
Compliance, 3rd edition, August 2019 
Co-Editor (with Christian Klausegger, Peter 
Klein, Florian Kremslehner, Nikolaus Pitkowitz), 
“Austrian Yearbook on International Arbitration 
2018,” Manz, Stämpfli Verlag, 9.1.2018
Author, “Compliance im Steuerrecht,” 
Compliance Praxis, 2013

Baker & McKenzie helps clients 
through the life-cycle of transactions 
and product development.
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THOMSEN-FONAGER 
Advokatfirma

Mikkel Theilade Thomsen
Partner and attorney-at-law 
(Supreme Court)
Tel: +45 51 95 94 02
mtt@tf-law.dk
www.tf-law.dk/english

BOUTIQUE COMMERCIAL LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN DENMARK

THOMSEN-FONAGER is a well-
renowned Danish boutique law 
firm specialising in litigation and 
arbitration, mergers and acquisitions, 
and commercial law matters.
THOMSEN-FONAGER is a boutique 
commercial law firm dedicated to being 
the first choice for demanding and quality-
minded clients seeking first-class legal 
advice and assistance within the firm’s 
fields of expertise. Being a boutique law 
firm, THOMSEN-FONAGER does not claim 
to offer services within all legal areas, but 
it excels at what it does. 
Leading the Litigation and Arbitration 
Team, partner Mikkel Theilade Thomsen, 
attorney-at-law with a right of audience 
before the Danish Supreme Court, is highly 
specialised in dispute resolution, complex 
commercial litigation, and arbitration. He 
has represented numerous national and 
international clients in disputes spanning 
a wide range of sectors and legal areas. 
Mikkel Theilade Thomsen has also co-
authored the Danish chapter on ‘Complex 
Commercial Litigation’ in Lexology’s Getting 

the Deal Through, and he is recognised by 
Global Law Experts as an expert within the 
area of ‘Commercial Litigation’. 
THOMSEN-FONAGER’s hallmarks 
are high-quality legal services, partner 
attention and commercial insight. Having 
worked with some of the most difficult 
legal cases in Denmark, the Litigation 
and Arbitration Team is used to navigating 
in complexity and strive to deliver the 
market-leading legal services the clients 
expect and deserve. It goes without 
saying that each member of the Litigation 
and Arbitration Team at THOMSEN-
FONAGER are fluent in English and skilled 
in cooperating with international clients.
THOMSEN-FONAGER focuses exclusively 
on business clients, but the client portfolio 
spans both small, medium-sized and large 
companies and corporations. Despite 
this diversity, it’s a common feature for 
all the firm’s clients that they prioritise a 
strong cost/value ratio but cannot afford to 
compromise on quality. 
Besides Litigation and Arbitration, 
THOMSEN-FONAGER is highly specialised 

in (i) Company and Commercial Law, (ii) 
Mergers and Acquisitions, (iii) Investments 
and Restructuring, (iv) Insolvency, and (v) 
Employment Law. The strong focus on 
these specific legal areas distinguishes 
THOMSEN-FONAGER from most 
competitors in the Danish market and 
has earned the firm a well-established 
reputation for quality, dedication and 
professional excellence, and allowed it 
to offer a unique and appealing value 
proposition to clients – first-class legal 
services at a competitive price.
In each and every case entrusted, 
THOMSEN-FONAGER endeavours to 
balance the client’s expectations in 
relation to potential risks of an adverse 
result, overall financial aspects related to 
the matter, and the expected time span 
necessary to obtaining the result desired 
by the client.

THOMSEN-FONAGER’s hallmarks are 
high-quality legal services, partner 
attention and commercial insight.
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AVIATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ENGLAND

Anna Anatolitou

Partner, Aviation and Travel

Tel: +44 (0)7958 123 904

annaanatolitou@incegd.com

www.incegd.com

AVIATION LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN ENGLAND

Anna Anatolitou is a Partner in the 
Ince Aviation group and also heads 
the firm’s Travel group. Her clients 
in the Aviation practice include a 
number of leading airlines, aircraft 
manufacturers and maintenance 
providers, aircraft lessors, aviation 
insurers, travel businesses, airports, 
ground agents and service providers. 
Ms Anatolitou noted: “I have been an 
aviation law specialist throughout my career. 
I began as a litigator and have handled every 
type of aviation claim imaginable, from 
county court and arbitration to the House of 
Lords / Supreme Court and anything from 
baggage, PRM and denied boarding claims, 
to complex product liability, maintenance 
disputes, crew liability, cargo claims and 
corporate manslaughter.
“I have handled a significant number of 
commercial aircraft accidents, the first 
of which was acting for Air France and 
its insurers in the crash of Concorde. I 
have also handled various general aviation 
losses, ranging from handling commercial 
air crashes. My first case was acting for 
Air France and its insurers in the crash 

of Concorde. I have since handled over a 
dozen major commercial aircraft losses, 
and numerous general aviation losses, 
ranging from helicopter and drone crashes 
to kit-built aircraft disasters.”
In the last 15 years, Ms Anatolitou’s 
practice has also expanded to include a 
significant amount of aviation regulatory 
advice and commercial work: advising on 
route licences, airline start-ups and new 
hubs, to drafting Conditions of Carriage and 
advising on various commercial contracts. 
She relishes being able to advise clients 
at the start of a new venture, as well as to 
guide them if things go wrong. Her work 
in the Travel practice also began around 15 
years ago, initially for airline clients seeking 
advice on their travel – package holidays, 
etc – businesses, and while it has since 
grown, it remains complimentary to her 
aviation work.
Ms Anatolitou has spent the majority of 
her career in the UK, working at some of 
the leading aviation law firms. She has 
also spent a total of seven years in the 
Middle East (primarily in the UAE), first 
on a long-term secondment to Emirates 

Group legal team, and more recently as 
General Counsel of Air Arabia Group and 
subsequently as the regional Head of 
aviation for another leading international 
law firm. Her in-house experience has 
given her an invaluable insight into the 
industry and what is of real importance to 
her clients.
She added: “I remain engaged with the 
sector as a whole, and to that end I speak 
at and attend a number of conferences 
and industry events each year, have written 
book chapters on EU aviation law and on 
Arbitration, sit on the board of the Royal 
Aeronautical Society’s Middle East Legal 
subcommittee, and keep up to date on 
developments in the sector – not only legal 
developments, but also those political and 
commercial changes that have an impact 
on my clients and their businesses.
“l believe it is important to be an active part 
of and support the wider aviation, travel and  
legal communities, and to that end I am an 
active associate member of BAR UK, the 
Aviation Club, ABTA, IAWA and Airlines UK, 
and participate in mentoring law students and  
junior lawyers as well as other CSR activities.”
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Engleharts Solicitors

David Englehart 
Founding Partner 
Tel: +44 (0)1273 204411 ext 230 
david@engleharts.co.uk
www.engleharts.co.uk

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ENGLAND

We understand that when you run 
a business, you need efficient, 
responsive legal support. With 40 
years’ experience working with 
businesses of all sizes, you can 
count on us for expert, practical 
advice. Whether you are right 
at the beginning of a business 
venture, or preparing for an exit, 
we can help.

Our clients come to us because we 
listen, understand their needs, and 
analyse their commercial property 
problem as a whole. We try to find  
a legal solution which works for them.

We act for a wide range of high-net-
worth individuals, property companies, 
businesses small and large, investors  
and developers.

We are specialists in property-related 
matters and are tenacious and passionate 
about achieving the best outcome for our 
clients. Some of our property clients have 
been with us for over 35 years as they 
know that we do our best to protect their 

interests, be they business or personal. 
Our approach is to become your “legal 
partners for life”, as we value long-term 
business relationships. Not many law 
firms can offer experience and assistance 
on how to structure, finance and negotiate 
commercial property transactions. We 
can involve the firm’s other specialist 
departments, and we can help facilitate 
deals by bringing people, financial 
investment and opportunities together.

We can advise on all business tenancy 
matters and all areas of commercial 
property, be it investment or development.

David Englehart, Founder of the firm, has 
been a qualified Solicitor for more than 
50 years. The importance of property, 
generally to the economy of the UK, has 
always fascinated him, especially the 
way that property is used as collateral 
security for various business transactions, 
which itself has enabled very many small 
business people to start up in a business 
– which they would not otherwise have 
been able to afford to do.

He acts for a number of property 
investment clients and is aware of the 
importance to these clients of their tenants.

Mr Englehart also acts for numerous 
tenants of commercial property and will 
always recommend that if they have 
financial problems or other issues, then 
they should talk to their landlords rather 
than ignore the situation and hope it 
goes away.

He is also fascinated with the diversity 
that we have in this country, and in 
particular the close-knit family values 
prevalent in those businesses formed 
by people coming to the UK and 
establishing themselves through sheer 
hard work.

He devotes his spare time to being with 
his wife, Angela, who also manages the 
practice. At weekends, he spends many 
hours reading and being with his two 
French Mastiffs. He has still not quite 
worked out why “It is a dog’s life,” as 
from what he can see, they have  
it made.

Engleharts Solicitors
Vallance Hall
Hove Street, Hove
East Sussex BN3 2DE

David Englehart
Founding Partner
www.engleharts.co.uk

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ENGLAND 

Engleharts understands that commercial property is a central part  
of our clients’ business, investment and personal lives. We recognise 
our clients operate in a highly competitive business environment, 
which is a minefield of ever-changing policy and legislation. At 
Engleharts, we believe that commercial property growth in the UK  
is critical for our clients’ businesses to grow, for the overall growth 
of the economy, and is essential to the UK as a whole.

The current climate is fuelled by political uncertainty, with the possibility  
of many businesses relocating overseas. There are also looming pressures 
on the government to provide social housing, as well as the rising costs 
associated with development and property investment.

It is now important for our clients to be able to depend on their legal 
partners – and to be able to discuss their proposed business transactions 
with them.

Please call us on +44 (0)1273 204411 or email  
us with your enquiry on info@engleharts.co.uk
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Independent Mediators Limited
 
Michel Kallipetis QC FCIArb
Commercial Mediator
Tel: +44 (0)20 7127 9223
michel@kallipetis.com
www.independentmediators.co.uk

COMMERCIAL MEDIATOR OF THE YEAR IN ENGLAND

Michel Kallipetis QC is among the 
UK’s most sought-after mediators. 
He is regarded as an authority in 
mediation and commercial and 
civil litigation. With an apparently 
effortless blend of charm and 
authority, his style is versatile  
and effective. 

Mr Kallipetis regularly mediates a wide 
variety of disputes including: partnerships; 
banking; insurance and re-insurance; all 
areas of employment disputes, including 
racial and sex discrimination claims and 
pension rights; solicitors and valuers’ 
negligence claims; medical negligence 
and personal injuries claims; construction, 
engineering and commercial disputes with 
claims over several £100 million, including 
referrals from the Commercial Court and 
the Technology & Construction Court. He 
has also mediated a variety of land disputes 
involving rights of way and disputed 
boundaries. Many of the mediations have 
been multi-party disputes, and others have 

involved international companies and the 
laws of other countries. In the current 
difficulties, he mediates through video link. 
He has mediated for the ICC and the AAA. 

He initiated and was the first Chairman of 
the Bar Council ADR Committee holding 
the position for nine years until retiring from 
the position in summer of 2008. He was a 
member of the working party that drafted 
the EU Code of Practice for Mediators, 
and gave expert opinion to JURI, the 
legal service committee of the European 
Parliament, prior to its adopting the 
European ADR Directive. He was counsel 
for the ADR Group in Halsey v Milton 
Keynes, and in Brown v Rice and Patel. 

In May 2017 Mr Kallipetis was awarded 
“Lawyer of the Year” in the Mediation 
category at the fourth annual Who’s Who 
Legal awards, and is one of its  
Thought Leaders. 

Mr Kallipetis is the former head of 
Littleton Chambers and has 40 years’ 
experience as a practising barrister in the 

field of general commercial, professional 
negligence and employment work. He 
is recognised in The Legal Directories 
as an expert in his field in Mediation, 
Commercial Litigation and Professional 
Negligence. Moreover, he is an 
Accredited Mediator with CEDR and ADR 
Chambers, was appointed to the Hong 
Kong HKIAC Accredited Mediator Panel 
and was one of the first CIArb Mediation 
Fellows in 2008. In 2009, he was made a 
Distinguished Fellow of the International 
Academy of Mediators and is their 
current Vice President. He was the IAM’s 
delegate to UNCITRAL WGII, which 
drafted the Singapore Convention.

In 2012, Mr Kallipetis was invited to 
become a member of the Singapore 
International Mediation Centre’s Panel of 
Mediators. He is a member of The Sports 
Resolution Panel and is a Chartered 
Arbitrator. He is fluent in German, and 
has a working knowledge of French.

Anthony Trace QC
 
Anthony Trace QC
Full-time Meditator
Tel: +44 (0)20 7842 5555
atrace@4pumpcourt.com
www.4pumpcourt.com

EDITORS’ CHOICE - COMMERCIAL MEDIATOR OF THE YEAR  
IN ENGLAND

Mediation services enable parties 
to resolve their disputes quickly, 
confidentially and cost-effectively. 
This can avoid damage to valuable 
commercial relationships.
Anthony Trace QC is a hugely experienced 
barrister who practised at the Bar for 35 
years,19 of them as a QC. He appeared 
in many of the most complex and high-
profile cases across his areas of expertise 
and was ranked in Chambers & Partners 
directory as a leading silk in eight practice 
areas. Mr Trace is now working as a 
commercial mediator doing both facilitative 
mediations and evaluative mediations (e.g. 
early neutral evaluation). He is accredited 
by CEDR and by the London School of 
Mediation, who have accredited him as 
a mediator to international standards. 
Moreover, Mr Trace is a Member of the 
Civil Mediation Council, is a Civil Mediation 
Council registered mediator and on the 
CEDR Consumer Panel. 
Mr Trace’s decision to pursue a career as 
a full-time mediator follows his belief that 
mediation will become an increasingly 

important part of the dispute resolution 
process in the coming decade. The rising 
keenness of the courts on alternative 
dispute resolution means that the parties 
will be increasingly obliged to engage 
seriously in the mediation process at 
an early stage if they wish to avoid cost 
consequences and other sanctions. He 
brings to his mediation practice the legal 
expertise, experience of litigation tactics, 
and sound commercial sense, that he has 
acquired over his long career as a barrister.
Among the plaudits that he has received 
are: astute, responsive and unflappable; 
appreciates the sensitivities of the 
matters he is handling and is very good at 
building relationships; good at unpicking 
difficult cases; measured and thoughtful; 
extremely hardworking, incredibly quick-
witted and dedicated; excellent strategic 
vision and insight into dealing with very 
complex cases; as well as noted for his 
commercial approach.
Mr Trace has a wealth of experience 
across the following areas of practice: 
Commercial; Company; Banking, including 

derivatives and mis-selling claims; family 
Finance Forensics; Finance; Fraud; 
Professional Negligence; PFI; Trusts; 
Property; Insolvency and Restructuring; 
Intellectual Property; Partnership; 
Consumer Credit; Securities; Offshore; 
and Hedge Funds.
Not only has he practised in the UK 
but also in other jurisdictions including 
Hong Kong, the United States, Brazil, 
the Cayman Islands, the Bahamas, 
Cyprus, Russia, Pakistan, India, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Nigeria, Bahrain, China, the 
Channel Islands, Gibraltar, Germany, 
Holland, Sweden, Dominica, Iceland, the 
British Virgin Islands (where he is called to 
the Bar on a permanent basis and not on 
an ad hoc basis) and the Isle of Man.
Mr Trace is also an Ecclesiastical Judge 
and an NHS Continuing Healthcare 
Independent Review Panel Chair.

Anthony Trace QC is a hugely 
experienced barrister who practised  
at the Bar for 35 years,19 of them  
as a QC.
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ACTAH

François Ferrari
Partner / CEO
Tel: +33 662 788 708
contact@actah.com
www.actah.net

ENERGY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN FRANCE

ACTAH was created in 2007 by 
François Ferrari after 10 years 
spent in a firm as a partner in 
charge of Business Law and Estate 
Law and holds a Doctorate in 
Environmental Law from  
The Sorbonne.
ACTAH was created because there was 
no firm offering the required combination 
of Energy, Estate and Business Law.
The way of practicing Energy Law by 
ACTAH is still unique in France, thanks to 
this global vision and multiple skills.
Firstly, ACTAH works from a business 
perspective. All the team always seek 
to find the best solution to improve the 
returns available to its clients. Theoretical 
and complex laws can be used to optimise 
the strategy adopted by clients, linking 
each approach to their identified needs.
To achieve this, ACTAH builds a specific 
relationship with each client. ACTAH 
lawyers will conduct an extensive 
assessment with each new client to 
understand the way he works and what 
kind of help and service can be offered.

Each client has a dedicated contact in 
ACTAH, who will oversee the processing 
of all cases.
This brings us to the second and unique 
attribute of this Law firm. ACTAH is the 
only Law firm in France to have technical 
expertise in Energy.
By specific professional training and a 
broad experience of judicial expertise, 
ACTAH enables its clients to understand 
the material issue of any case for 
photovoltaïc, hydraulic, methanation or 
wind turbine electricity generation.
The client does not have to worry 
about making the technical problems 
comprehendible for his lawyer. This 
means everyone is speaking the same 
language when it comes to insurance 
and judicial experts, and to explain the 
case with more efficiency to the judge  
if it goes to the Court.
Over time, ACTAH has grown to offer 
a wide range of services in France and 
across the world.
ACTAH will negotiate and write all 
agreements required in energy projects 

as PPA and lease contracts. Frequently, 
ACTAH creates links between promotors 
and investors in power plants.
ACTAH will conduct due diligence, 
commission reports and audits as 
necessary for power plants sales, but 
can also address a technical problem 
should it occur and find a legal solution 
when appropriate.
Should a case have to go to the Court, 
ACTAH will lead on Energy Law disputes 
(e.g. net access, pricing, post-building 
and production disputes) and on planning 
permission disputes.
The most recent cases won by ACTAH 
were, for example, €1,2 M for a grid 
connection problem and €2,5 M for  
a problem with the quality of  
photovoltaïc panels. 
ACTAH also advises an award-
winning start-up in smart-grid artificial 
intelligence.
ACTAH’s CEO, François Ferrari, lectures 
in Energy and Building Law at The 
National School of Mines.

EBA Endrös-Baum Associés
 
Florian Endrös
Senior Partner
Tel: +33 (0) 1 53 85 81 81
florian.endros@eba-avocats.com
www.eba-avocats.com

INTERNATIONAL PRODUCT LIABILITY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN FRANCE

EBA Endrös-Baum Associés, EBA for  
short, deals with the questions, 
plans, problems, projects, difficulties 
and visions of international 
enterprises and companies with 
interests in France. 

We do so promptly, efficiently, purposefully 
and pragmatically, at a reasonable cost. 
This enables you to conduct your business 
transactions and law proceedings free of 
legal risks or in full knowledge of the risks 
involved. International companies operating 
in France often encounter communication 
difficulties. These may arise from language 
differences, or from different cultures, or 
from the sometimes significant differences 
in substantive and procedural law.

Detailed knowledge of the foreign legal 
system and an understanding of linguistic 
and cultural differences are necessary if 
you want to have businesslike and efficient 
dealings and well-organised international 
negotiations with French counterparts. 
This applies in particular to intra-company 
communication between parent and 
subsidiary, to entering into business 
agreements and to negotiating contracts, 

where it may be necessary for lawyers to 
intervene as intermediaries.

We have worked together for many years 
with French court-appointed experts and 
European party-appointed experts. This 
means we have a broad international 
approach to the cases we deal with. At 
the interface between law and science, 
product liability cases almost systematically 
involve an expertise proceeding, which 
takes place prior to the main proceeding 
on the merits. Each member of the EBA 
team is accustomed to this specific type of 
proceeding, which involves going beyond 
pure legal thinking, and instead combining 
it with a scientific, technical approach. 
In this respect, EBA has, over the years, 
established a significant network of experts 
in diverse industrial fields.

Dr. Florian Endrös is the firm’s founder. 
Following a full double university degree at 
Munich University and Paris 1 Panthéon-
Sorbonne University, Dr. Endrös completed 
his training as an avocat of the Paris 
Chamber of Lawyers. Upon passing the 
examination to be admitted as a German 
Rechtsanwalt, Dr. Endrös completed his 

doctorate on European product liability law, 
with an emphasis on French law. He is 
admitted as a Rechtsanwalt in Munich and 
as an avocat in Paris.

Dr. Endrös practised in an international 
commercial law firm for several years. 
He was the founding partner and for ten 
years practised at a law firm specialising 
in industrial risk, before he founded the 
new firm EBA together with his team of 
lawyers. He also worked for ten years as 
an assistant professor at Cergy-Pontoise 
University (Paris). Here he was in charge of 
a European university project that enabled 
French lawyers to study German law.

The main emphasis of his practice is 
on complex international cases and 
proceedings, particularly in the fields of 
industrial risk, plant construction, product 
liability and product safety, and also on 
general contract and commercial law.

Dr. Endrös has many years of experience 
of French expedited expert report 
proceedings in a wide variety of industrial 
risk cases, and he is also the author of 
a number of books, essays and other 
publications on this subject.
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Prüfer & Partner mbB 

Mr. Jürgen Feldmeier
Patent Attorney and 
Managing Partner
Tel: +49 89 69 39 21 0
Fax: +49 89 64 22 23 8
office@pruefer.eu
www.pruefer.eu

INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

Prüfer & Partner mbB is one of 
Germany’s most renowned IP law 
firms, specializing in IP rights. 
Prüfer & Partner protects clients’ 
ideas, inventions and product 
developments around the world 
and enforces their claims in court – 
regardless of whether it is technical 
inventions or other IP rights. 
Prüfer & Partner was founded in 1972 
by patent attorney, physicist and master 
optician, Lutz H Prüfer, as a pure patent 
attorneys’ office, which quickly developed 
into an internationally focused medium-
sized law firm specializing in IP law. A 
successful generation change took place 
between 1998 and 2002, when Prüfer & 
Partner was taken over by patent attorneys 
Dr. Dorothea Hofer, Jürgen Feldmeier and 
Dr. Andreas Oser. Since then, Prüfer & 
Partner has grown into a highly respected 
medium-sized law firm with a stable global 
network of partners, which advises clients 
registering IP rights, supports clients in all 
issues relating to IP rights protection, and 
defends and enforces clients’ IP rights in 
court. A further milestone was achieved in 

2015 with the addition of attorney at law 
Andreas Jacob as an equity partner, and 
the firm has since entrenched his legal 
know-how, ensuring future continuity of 
the patent and legal service.
With Prüfer & Partner, you can expect a 
strong and carefully selected community 
of patent attorneys, lawyers and technical 
specialists. The firm represents its clients’ 
interests at the highest level. Prüfer & 
Partner is familiar with the support of 
complex and demanding mandates and 
works with great commitment.
Diligence and expertise play an important 
role in industrial property law protection. 
Therefore, Prüfer & Partner patent 
attorneys and lawyers work strictly to 
German quality standards: thorough, 
punctual and cost-efficient.
Over the past 10 years, Prüfer & Partner 
has continuously expanded its expertise in 
patent and trademark litigation. Dr. Hofer 
and Mr. Feldmeier have been advising 
their client, Brother Industries, for years 
in a complex patent dispute concerning 
ink cartridges. Dr. Oser supports the 

pharmaceutical industry, including 
assisting Novartis in building up its patent 
portfolio. Mr. Jacob is not only active in 
both patent and trademark litigation before 
German courts, but also assists his clients 
in international disputes, particularly 
in China-related cases. Other Prüfer & 
Partner attorneys, including Dr. Christian 
Einsel, also regularly litigate both active 
and passive patent lawsuits. In addition, 
Marion Ziliox works for French and Asian 
clients, among others, in customs actions 
at EU borders. As a result, Prüfer & 
Partner has well-founded expertise in the 
entire IP field.
Looking to the future, Prüfer & Partner 
continues to strengthen its long-lasting, 
close business relationship with Japan and 
at the same time enlarge its China desk by 
setting up a Chinese hotline for its Chinese-
speaking clients and potential clients.
Located in Munich, the German heart of 
intellectual property, Prüfer & Partner is 
dedicated to serving its clients as a one-
stop-shop IP boutique.

LexDellmeier Intellectual Property Law Firm

Alexandra Dellmeier
Founder
Tel: +49 (0) 89 / 55 87 987 – 0
Fax: +49 (0) 89 / 55 87 987 – 20
info@lexdellmeier.com
www.lexdellmeier.com

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

Experienced – Innovative – Client-
oriented – LexDellmeier Intellectual 
Property Law Firm in Munich offers 
innovative and creative in-depth IP 
counselling in Germany and throughout 
Europe. The attorneys-at-law at 
LexDellmeier IP Law Firm offer first-class 
expertise in the fields of trademark, 
design and copyright law, as 
well as licensing and IP-related unfair 
competition law. 

Our Vision
We strive to be the best IP boutique 
law firm. Our national and international 
clients value our remarkable 
competence, flexibility as well as 
creativity, and have confidence and faith 
in us. Our highly qualified staff supports 
clients and understands their needs 
and business. Due to the fact that our 
attorneys at law have either overseas 
degrees or work experience, we can 
cope with diverse requirements  
and cultural aspects according to  
highest international standards on  
a worldwide basis.

Our Values
PASSION: We love what we do. 
EXCELLENCE: Our work reflects our 
best efforts, never less. 
COMMUNICATION: Quick, clear and 
effective communication is what  
we provide. 
INTEGRITY: Honesty and trustworthiness 
is what we stand for at LexDellmeier. 
TEAMWORK: We believe the best client 
results are achieved through teamwork. 
CREATIVITY: Thinking outside the box – 
solving complex problems with creative, 
cost-effective solutions. 
DIVERSITY: We treat everyone with 
respect, fairness and courtesy. 

Our Mission
“Coming together is a beginning, 
staying together is progress, working 
together is success.” – Henry Ford
Our mission is to deliver personalised, 
high-quality IP services, resulting  
in long-lasting relationships with  
our clients. 

About Alexandra Dellmeier
Alexandra Dellmeier is an Attorney 
at Law, Certified Intellectual Property 
Attorney, specialising in the field of 
intellectual property law (IP), and founder of 
LexDellmeier. Prior to starting LexDellmeier 
in 2009, she was an equity partner at 
another renowned German IP firm with 
100 people. There, she was responsible 
for the prosecution and litigation of large 
trademark and design portfolios for a 
number of well-known brands. During 
those years, she also had the opportunity 
to work on incredibly interesting and 
prestigious patent and utility model 
litigation cases. That is where she made the 
link between non-technical and technical 
protection and became a “true” IP attorney.
Another milestone at the very beginning 
of Ms Dellmeier’s career was her in-house 
position at merchandising Media GmbH / 
ProSiebenSat.1 AG, a German TV station 
and merchandising company. Heading the 
art licensing and IP department at a multi-
national company significantly broadened 
her horizon and understanding – especially 
with respect to business issues on a 
global basis.
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CORPORATE RESTRUCTURING LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GREECE

Serafim Sotiriadis & 
Associates – Law Firm

Serafim Sotiriadis
Managing Partner
Tel: +30 210 3388822
sotiriadis.s@ssotiriadis.com
www.ssotiriadis.com/en

Serafim Sotiriadis & 
Associates is a market leader 
in Bankruptcy and Business 
Restructuring Law.

The firm’s expert team of legal and 
business advisors provide sound 
integrated solutions to legal and 
business issues that require an 
all-round knowledge of the law 
encompassing the above areas as 
well as Commercial, Civil, Corporate 
and Criminal Law.

The firm’s founder and inspiration, 
Serafim Sotiriadis, is widely 
acknowledged as one of Greece’s 
leading experts in the fields 
of Bankruptcy and Business 
Restructuring Law. Moreover, the 
firm’s legal triumphs have served to 
shape the Law itself, with the court’s 
judgements in favor of its clients 
serving as precedents which help 
pave the way for new approaches  
to legal issues.

Serafim Sotiriadis & Associates  
was the first law firm in Greece  
to successfully submit and ratify  
a “rehabilitation agreement” –  
a document that has served as  
a reference point for all those that 
followed. Rehabilitation Mechanisms 
(106b and 106d of the Greek 
Bankruptcy Code) are the primary 
collective pre-insolvency procedures; 
their aim is to restructure a company’s 
debts without overlooking the 
collective satisfaction of its creditors. 
The firm’s lawyers’ in-depth knowledge 
and extensive experience in this 
field has allowed them to take a 
realistic and unique approach to each 
new case and has led to successful 
outcomes in several important cases.

The firm also has considerable 
experience over many years in cases 
relating to M&A transactions and 
provides legal advice on every phase 
in the process from pre-signing to 
execution and in the specific fields 

of law that are involved in a particular 
M&A deal (contract law, property law, 
company law, employment law, etc.). 
M&A transactions are highly complex 
in practice and require significant 
strategic business planning and 
extensive legal due diligence.

The firm’s commercial lawyers are 
well versed in handling bankruptcy 
and insolvency applications, and they 
can support clients in every aspect of 
both contentious and non-contentious 
insolvencies, providing an integrated 
service that encompasses advice 
on everything from the obligations 
and liabilities of insolvent companies 
to debt restructuring, voluntary 
arrangements, bankruptcies, 
providing support from the first signs 
of trouble through to the completion 
of the insolvency, restructuring or 
bankruptcy process.

The firm has also developed a strong 
reputation for negotiating successfully 
with the banking sector, especially 
in restructuring agreements where 
we achieve results that ensure the 
viability of our clients’ companies into 
the future. The firm’s experienced 
legal team helps clients deal 
with creditors’ obstacles and the 
inherent complexities of a financing 
transaction. They also provide their 
clients with thorough legal due 
diligence for potential transactions. 
Tracking down any impediments, 
they offer their informed opinion on 
potential strategies and propose the 
best approach to structuring and 
drafting the transaction in the light  
of their findings.

The firm’s criminal law team can 
efficiently defend company directors 
against charges relating to the great 
majority of white-collar crimes, from 
issuing bounced cheques and tax 
evasion to major corporate fraud 
and money laundering. Experienced 
lawyers have taken an active role in 
many such cases, and can provide 

early consultation and effective 
representation in court, achieving the 
best possible results.

Serafim Sotiriadis & Associates 
operates as an organic whole, 
with each section and department 
collaborating harmoniously with one 
another. Our extremely well-qualified 
and experienced lawyers, finance 
experts and business consultants 
boast an impressive breadth and 
depth of expertise in their respective 
fields and an excellent working 
knowledge of English, French,  
Italian and Spanish.

The firm’s clients include major 
banks, leading construction and 
commercial concerns, energy 
companies, clothing and furniture 
manufacturers, shipbuilders, 
investment groups, craft businesses, 
and a number of investors and funds 
with a Greek presence. Due to the 
unique nature of its expertise, a 
number of lawyers and legal firms 
entrust their clients to S. Sotiriadis  
& Associates in cases relating to  
the areas in which it specializes.

The firm is currently contributing 
to the immense restructuring of 
private debt that is taking place in the 
country. Ultimately, our firm is helping 
to facilitate the financial changes that 
are being implemented in the country 
by providing world-class legal advice 
on the complex issues that arise in 
Greece’s legal regime.

The firm’s criminal law team 
can efficiently defend company 
directors against charges relating 
to the great majority of white-
collar crimes, from issuing 
bounced cheques and tax evasion 
to major corporate fraud  
and money laundering.
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DR. HELEN G. PAPACONSTANTINOU  
AND PARTNERS
Eva Yazitzoglou, Managing Partner
Miranda Theodoridou, Partner
Maria Athanassiadou, Partner
Fotini Kardiopoulis, Partner
Tel: +30 210 3626624
mail@hplaw.biz 
www.hplawfirm.com

IP LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GREECE

Dr. Helen G. Papaconstantinou 
and Partners Law Firm (HP&P), 
celebrating its 100th anniversary 
in 2020, is one of the oldest and 
largest IP law firms in Greece and 
broadly recognised as the leading 
boutique in the country.
The firm’s partners are Eva Yazitzoglou 
(managing partner), Miranda Theodoridou, 
Maria Athanassiadou and Fotini Kardiopoulis.   
HP&P is registered with the Athens Bar 
Association and is a member of the Greek 
Association of Law Firms.
HP&P enjoys an international reputation 
for its high-quality expert services by 
providing sophisticated legal and business 
solutions, and aptly combines international 
orientation with in-depth knowledge of the 
Greek business and legal environment. Its 
11 fully qualified lawyers and 22 paralegals 
and support staff are committed to 
problem-solving and achieving results, 
providing legal and administrative services 
of excellent quality. In addition to striving 
for professional excellence, everyone 
at HP&P has a strong commitment 
to professional integrity and business 

ethics. All HP&P attorneys are members 
of the Athens Bar Association, and most 
of them are admitted to practise before 
the Supreme Court and the Council of 
State. Two of them are European patent 
attorneys. They are all active members of 
various international associations, including 
EPI, CIPA, FICPI, CITMA, AIPPI, INTA, 
ECTA, PTMG, MARQUES and CIOPORA, 
and are regular contributors to important 
and internationally recognised IP resources.
HP&P is proud of its IP specialist teams, 
which not only have high levels of 
experience and expertise, but can also 
efficiently adapt to the new demands 
arising in all IP sectors.
The firm’s client base covers a broad 
spectrum of businesses in all industries 
and sectors. HP&P clients range from 
large international companies and 
market leaders to small local businesses, 
represented either directly by HP&P or 
indirectly through trademark and patent 
agents and practices all over the world.
HP&P serves its foreign clients in English, 
French, German, Spanish and Italian.

The firm’s services encompass: national, 
EU and international trademarks; national, 
European and Patent Cooperation Treaty 
patents; European patent validations; 
utility models; supplementary protection 
certificates; plant variety rights; national, 
Community and international designs; 
geographical indications and designations 
of origin; copyright and protection of 
artistic works; exploitation of IP rights; 
licensing and franchising; due diligence 
searches and related consultancy and 
monitoring; litigation involving all aspects 
of IP law; IP consultancy; anti-piracy, anti-
counterfeiting, customs monitoring and 
border measures; trade secrets; domain 
names; alternative dispute resolution and 
mediation; Internet law, electronic forms 
of payment, online contracts and services; 
as well as competition, advertising and 
consumer protection law.
HP&P is consistently ranked among the 
top IP law firms in Greece by international 
legal directories and associations, 
including Corporate INTL, IAM Patent 
1000, IP Stars, Legal 500 and WTR 1000.
HP&P holds an ISO 9001:2015 certification.

Anne O’Connell Solicitors

Anne O’Connell
Principal
Tel: +353 (1) 6698 550
anne@aocsolicitors.ie
www.aocsolicitors.ie

LABOUR & EMPLOYMENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN IRELAND

Employment law is a complicated 
arena of relationships and contracts, 
so it is important for anyone 
entering that arena to have the 
backing of a trusted and intelligent 
legal mind. At AOC Solicitors, the 
clients get just that. 
The scope of services provided include, 
advising private and public sector 
companies, international clients and senior 
management executives on all contentious 
and non-contentious employment law 
issues. The Firm represents their clients 
before employment law statutory bodies, 
regulatory boards, the Court of Appeal, 
High Court and Circuit Court and also 
at Mediation. Working with employers, 
employees and consultants, the Firm 
also offers bespoke training, seminars 
on Employment Law updates and a 
24/7 employment law hotline dedicated 
exclusively for the Firm’s employer clients.
Legal500 ranked AOC Solicitors as a 
Leading Law Firm for Employment Law in 
Ireland within its first year and was elevated 
in rankings since. The Firm has won many 
awards including, ACQ Employment & 
Benefits Law Firm 2018, 2019 & 2020, 
Leading Specialist in Employment Law 

2019 – Ireland, awarded by Corporate 
Excellence Awards and the Employment 
Law Firm/Team/Lawyer of the Year at the 
Irish Law Awards 2019. The Firm also won 
the Corporate INTL Global Award 2020 and 
International Advisory Experts Award for 
2020, among others.
Qualifying as a New York Attorney and 
solicitor in 2001, Anne O’Connell, Founder 
and Principal, practiced employment law 
with the Chief State Solicitors Office and two 
top-tier Irish law firms. With over 19 years’ 
employment law experience, Anne formed 
her own specialist employment law firm in 
2017, and thus, AOC Solicitors was born. A 
member of the Law Society Employment 
Law Committee and the Employment Law 
Association of Ireland Committee, Anne also 
lectures and tutors on employment law for 
the Law Society of Ireland. In 2020, Anne 
was also requested to be a speaker at the 
annual Employment Law Conference of the 
International Bar Association. 
2019 saw the expansion of the firm with 
the hiring of Laura Reid as Associate 
Solicitor. Having qualified in early 2014, 
Laura has over six years of employment 
law experience and holds a Post-Graduate 
Diploma in Employment Law. Laura 

is a member of the Employment Law 
Association of Ireland Committee and has 
commenced lecturing for the Law Society’s 
Diploma on Employment Law.  
Chaitra Girish Mallya, a qualified lawyer 
in India, also joined the firm as Legal 
Executive and intends to obtain her 
professional qualification in Ireland. AOC 
Solicitors hopes to continue to grow its 
team with such quality individuals.
AOC Solicitors is striving to be more efficient 
and eco-friendly, increasing its use of 
innovative technology with the aim of being 
paper-free and reducing its carbon footprint. 
Drawing on over 25 years in the field, Anne 
and her team represent their clients with 
high levels of quality and passion, proving 
themselves to be a truly invaluable asset to 
any client that comes their way. Ultimately, 
the success of both Anne and the Firm is 
down to their unrivalled ability to offer clear, 
up-to-date advice and concise guidance for 
their clients in employment-law-related issues 
together with their amazing work ethic.

Anne and her team represent their clients 
with high levels of quality and passion.
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Browne & Murphy Solicitors

Anthony Murphy
Founding Partner
Tel: +353 61 599033
anthony.murphy@
bmsolicitors.ie
www.bmsolicitors.ie

PERSONAL INJURY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN IRELAND

At Browne & Murphy Solicitors,  
we believe in putting our clients 
first. We care about our clients 
and look to ensure that they 
receive the best possible service, 
efficiently and effectively.
When dealing with us you can expect:
• Assured competent advice and support 

delivered at an affordable cost
• Personal and prompt attention at your 

convenience
• Friendly and welcoming offices with 

staff sensitive to your issues and dealing 
with your queries in a courteous, polite 
and confidential manner

• Practical no-nonsense solutions to 
problems set out in plain language

• Experienced solicitors advising you in 
their particular areas of expertise

• A safe pair of hands
Browne & Murphy Solicitors is a 
specialist personal injury law firm.
We have considerable experience and 

expertise in all aspects of personal 
injury law, including fatal injury and 
medical malpractice claims. We adopt 
a no-nonsense and pragmatic approach 
with the sole aim of achieving the best 
possible outcome for our clients, quickly 
and effectively.
Our aim is to take the stress out of 
what is often a traumatic time, guiding 
you through the claims process and 
dealing with third parties and insurance 
companies on your behalf. At the initial 
consultation we will discuss your 
potential injury claim with you in detail, 
offering an immediate and practical 
assessment, and advise you on the 
best course of action relevant to your 
individual circumstances. At all times, 
your claim will be handled by a senior 
solicitor with particular expertise in 
personal injury law.
Anthony Murphy is a solicitor and a 
Founding Partner of the firm.
He is an experienced litigator with 
particular expertise in personal injuries 

law, motor accident claims, commercial 
disputes and litigation, and debt recovery. 
He advises clients on applications to 
the Personal Injuries Assessment Board 
(PIAB), road traffic accidents, work 
accidents, sports injury claims and public 
liability claims. He also provides advice on 
medical negligence claims and fatal injury 
claims. He has successfully acted for 
clients in cases brought before the District 
Court, Circuit Court and High Court.
Mr Murphy is a member of the 
Association of Personal Injury Lawyers 
(APIL) and the Medical Injuries Alliance 
(MIA). He has presented talks on motor 
accident law, including the process 
for dealing with accidents caused by 
uninsured and untraced drivers.
Qualifications:
• Bachelor of Laws (Hons) – University  

of Limerick
• Master of Laws (Hons) – University  

of Limerick
• Admitted to Law Society of Ireland

ELN - EuroLegalNet
 
Mr Francesco Ferrini
Partner
Tel: +39 02 89093663
francesco.ferrini@
eurolegalnet.com
www.eurolegalnet.com

CAPITAL MARKETS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ITALY

ELN - EuroLegalNet draws on 
the considerable experience and 
international practice of its lawyers; 
their ability to work in English, 
French, Spanish and Italian; and the 
firm’s affiliations with a far-reaching 
network of professional contacts. 
These contacts work in specialist legal 
sectors and are based in Italy and 
other leading European nations; Asia 
(in particular, China, Japan and India); 
and the Americas (primarily in the US).
The firm’s lawyers have been trained from 
“classical” juridical and cultural perspectives. 
Such training is combined with specific 
skills acquired through professional practice 
and ongoing professional education. The 
knowledge that ELN lawyers make available 
to their clients is derived directly from their 
academic and professional endeavours.
ELN lawyers are therefore able to provide 
appropriate legal counsel and assistance, 
including with regard to global legal issues, 
and are particularly knowledgeable in assisting 
Italian companies with international expansion, 
and in working with foreign individuals and 
companies intending to set up business.

Given its training and professional 
backgrounds, ELN is capable of interpreting, 

tackling and solving legal issues from both a 
technical and operational standpoint. Its expert 
advisers are also comfortable in working with 
the underlying and often unavoidable business 
issues, resorting where necessary to the 
support offered by its established network of 
specialist professionals – qualified academics 
and technicians, in a range of different sectors 
and countries – with the added bonus of being 
able to pinpoint new opportunities  
for companies.
In their role as business consultants, ELN 
lawyers are attuned to the fact that service 
quality in the information-technology era 
cannot be obtained without ensuring the 
speed and security of an uninterrupted and 
adequate flow of information. In providing 
legal counsel, ELN personally caters to the 
client’s specific needs and preferences, 
offering a high-quality service, yet avoiding 
the burden of unnecessary charges to the 
client, thanks to a streamlined, flexible and 
efficient structure, which makes it possible 
to limit administrative costs.
The firm’s client base is made up of 
multinational corporations and medium/
large-sized Italian and foreign companies, 
operating in many different lines of 
business, including fashion and apparel, 

design, publishing, pharmaceuticals, 
manufacturing, energy, telecommunications, 
IT services, financial services, real estate 
and climate change.
ELN provides counsel on all aspects related 
to the issue and placement of shares, bonds 
and structured securities, and transactions 
in derivatives. The firm offers specialist 
services relating to public sale offers, 
the listing of stocks and other financial 
instruments on the Italian markets as well as 
on the regulated markets of other European 
countries. Specifically, they offer assistance 
to issuers, financial intermediaries and 
sponsors in relation to listing procedures, 
carrying out due diligence, preparing 
information prospectuses and taking 
part in the negotiation and drafting of 
documentation.
Mr Francesco Ferrini is a member of the 
European Corporate Governance Institute. 
He has worked in Rome and Milan for 
national and international law firms, and in 
Washington DC, US, for Arnold & Porter 
as a visiting foreign lawyer. Between 2005 
and 2008, he was ABN AMRO Bank N.V.’s 
legal director for Italy. He founded his own 
practice in 2009.
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IP FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ITALY

Davide Luigi Petraz 
Co-managing Partner GLP

dpetraz@glp.eu

www.glp.eu

Davide Luigi Petraz started working in the IP 
field after his university degree and after having 
attended a Master program in Intellectual Property 
in Washington DC. Mr. Petraz began his career  
in an IP firm in Washington DC (United States),  
and in 1996 he joined GLP.

Apart from being the Head of the firm’s legal 
department, his daily business comprises 
consultancy related to patents, trademarks and 
designs for clients with large IP portfolios.

Mr. Petraz assists his national and international 
clients in proceedings in the main jurisdictions 
regarding all aspects of Intellectual Property, from 
IP infringement to unfair competition, from the 
disclosure of trade secrets to employee inventions.

His academic preparation is completed by a 
remarkable experience in analysing and managing 
Intellectual Property.

Furthermore, he has gained a considerable 
experience in representing various companies  
before the European Patent Office, mainly in 
opposition proceedings.

After being a visiting professor at the University 
of Udine for several years, he is now teaching 
Intellectual Property Law as a contract professor at 
the University of Trieste. Mr. Petraz is the author of 
several publications and regularly attends IP-related 
conferences and seminars as speaker.

He is a member of the Executive Committee of AIPPI 
Italy, a member of EPI, and of PEC (the Professional 
Educational Committee).

He is also a member of AIDB, ECTA, INTA, INDICAM, 
MARQUES, LES Italia and of the Italian Association 
of Industrial Property Consultants (Collegio Italiano 
dei Consulenti in Proprietà Industriale).

Moreover, he is a EURid panelist for domain names 
.EU and a member of the technical committee of the 
Italian-Brazilian Chamber of Commerce.
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IP STRATEGIST OF THE YEAR IN ITALY

Daniele Giovanni Petraz 
Co-managing Partner GLP
daniele.petraz@glp.eu
www.glp.eu

Daniele Giovanni Petraz joined GLP in 1997 after 
working as a patent engineer in one of Vienna’s 
main IP firms (Austria). In 1999, he took charge 
of the opening of the GLP office in Milan and 
subsequently played an important role in the 
development of the firm. He graduated in Industrial 
Engineering at the University Politecnico of Milan.

On a daily basis, Mr. Petraz helps clients with  
strategic consultancy on IP matters related  
to the development of new products and on 
prosecution strategies.

His international outlook and combination of 
business skills and IP knowledge have allowed him 
to be appreciated for the competence and the 
effectiveness of his role.

As Head of the International Department of the firm, 
he regularly attends conferences and seminars all 
over the world. He also has strong skills in analysis 
and evaluation of intangible IP assets.

Since 2004, Mr. Petraz is a Partner of the firm and is 
in charge of the financial management of GLP.

Further, Mr. Petraz acts as Director in various 
companies in Italy and abroad. He is the author of 
various publications related to Intellectual Property 
and is a lecturer on IP-related topics.

Apart from being member of the board and 
technical committee of the Italian-Brazilian Chamber 
of Commerce, he is also member of AIPPI, INTA  
and AIDB.
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RJ GAITO Law Firm
 
Ronnen J. Gaito
Founding Member
Tel: +352 20 600 333
gaito@rjgaito.com
www.rjgaito.com

PRIVATE EQUITY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN LUXEMBOURG

RJ GAITO’s wide range of significant 
experience covers transactions in: 
Corporate, Mergers & Acquisitions; 
Venture Capital; Private Equity; 
Implementation of Tax Structures 
and Group Reorganizations, Banking 
and Finance Transactions; Financial 
Services; Capital Markets; Asset 
Management; Establishment of 
Regulated and Unregulated Investment 
Funds; International Investment 
Solutions as well as post-transactional 
Cross-Border Dispute Resolution.
The firm is experienced in the sectors of 
Communications Technology and Software 
Licensing; FinTech, Clean-Tech, E-commerce 
and Data Privacy; Life Science; Real Estate; 
Regulatory & Procurement; Supply Chain 
Matters; Outsourcing Transactions; Retail and 
with significant expertise in the Diamond and 
Luxury Goods Industry.
Our firm prides itself on stating that the 
firm specializes in international clientele. 
Our firm has partners qualified to practice 
in Luxembourg, England and Wales and the 
State of New York. Our partner, Mr. Ronnen 
J. Gaito, is the current Luxembourg Chapter 
Chair of the International Section of the New 
York State Bar Association and has served  
as a board member of various corporations.

Transactional Practice – We have advised 
extensively on venture capital and high-growth 
technology companies as well as the creation 
of stock option plans for such companies, 
international joint ventures, corporate and 
financial transactions, whether in the form of 
debt or equity or a combination thereof. We 
have substantial experience in international 
debt and equity offerings in the context of 
multinationals, listed investment companies 
and private equity funds executing their 
direct investments or co-investment via 
Luxembourg. We have extensive experience 
with US, Canadian, Brazilian and Israeli issuers 
having gained such experience with bond, 
trust and security documentation in English 
and Hebrew.
We are uniquely positioned in the Luxembourg 
market with extensive experience in 
drafting and negotiating complex English 
documentation such as licensing, corporate 
documentation, debt and convertible debt 
instruments and ISDA documentation.
Post-Transactional Approach –  
In order to optimize protection for our 
clients’ position, our practice offers advisory 
and dispute resolution services locally and 
cross-border. Our approach is to make pre-
transactional litigation risk assessments and, 
when required, provide post-transactional 

contentious and regulatory advice for 
private investors, institutional and corporate 
clients that require assistance in respect to 
contractual, commercial or shareholders’ 
disputes. Such experience was gained in the 
Civil Law and Common Law jurisdictions in 
the transactional and litigation spheres.
Our firm has provided regulatory counsel 
for business establishment, and post-
transactional dispute resolution services to 
e-commerce companies, software suppliers 
as well as having advised investors in 
Luxembourg vehicles on their contractual 
and shareholders’ rights. In conjunction 
with our international transactional practice 
and profound understanding of our clients’ 
business, we are well positioned to 
provide our clients with continuous support 
for their international transactions and 
business continuity.
RJ GAITO’s collaborators incorporate 
essential legal skills combined with a 
commitment to achieving your deal, project 
or case successfully. We regularly act as 
local Luxembourg counsel for US, Canadian, 
Brazilian, Israeli, Scandinavian and UK law 
firms in connection with various finance and 
corporate transactions taking place in or via 
the Luxembourg financial market.

Calçada Advogados

Paulo Calçada
Lawyer / Founder / Managing Partner
Tel: (+351) 211314728
geral@calcada-advogados.com
www.calcada-advogados.com

CORPORATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN PORTUGAL

An excellent service based on a  
close relationship between client  
and lawyer.
Calçada Advogados was founded on the 
experience and knowledge of its founder, 
Paulo Calçada, with a professional career of 
over 20 years.

At Calçada Advogados we like to get to know 
our clients’ business and objectives deeply, 
and in this way we are able to add value with 
our work. Customers are grateful for our 
proactive advice in defense of their interests 
and daily activities.

We like our customers to reach their goals, 
to grow and to internationalize, and with that 
we also try to grow with them.

The practice areas and the team at Calçada 
Advogados evolve according to the needs 
of our clients, and although focused on the 
corporate, investment and business areas, 
we dedicate a very special attention to 
Private Clients.

Our team is made up of an excellent group 
of lawyers, diverse and experienced in their 
practice areas, who have a high degree 
of commitment to clients, who provide 

proactive advice and whose main concern is 
to always defend clients’ interests.

Corporate Law represents a basic area 
of   activity, both in the area of   so-called 
Commercial Contracts and in the area of   
Company Law. 

To that extent, and because Calçada 
Advogados is dedicated to advising 
companies and businesses, we have 
extensive experience in negotiating and 
formalizing all types of commercial contracts, 
which we cite as an example franchise, 
consortium, association, distribution, 
development and licensing contracts. 
software, outsourcing, among many others. 

In the scope of corporate law, our 
consultancy encompasses support in all 
the vicissitudes of the company, since 
its incorporation, through its daily life, its 
government, transformation and dissolution: 
constitution of civil and commercial 
companies; transformation of companies; 
contractual and legal changes to the articles 
of association; changes in share capital 
and issue of shares; assistance in general 
meetings of partners / shareholders and 

preparation of the respective notices; rights, 
obligations and responsibilities of partners / 
shareholders and administrators / managers; 
shareholder agreements between partners 
/ shareholders; preparation, review and 
negotiation of contracts related to the 
transfer of shares and shares; and definition 
of good corporate governance practices.

In an environment that requires permanent 
changes, we also advise not only on 
restructuring, recovery and insolvency 
proceedings, but also on clients’ international 
expansion projects.

We constantly challenge ourselves, and our 
approach allows the analysis and resolution 
of problems in a creative and strategic way, 
not limited to following consolidated or 
established concepts and procedures.

We commit to our customers and achieve 
excellent results for them.

With over 20 years’ experience, we promote 
solutions with real value. “We want our 
customers to achieve their goals, to grow and 
become international, and with that we also 
try to grow with them,” said Paulo Calçada, 
Lawyer, Founder and Managing Partner.
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ENACHE PIRTEA & 
Associates S.p.a.r.l.

Simona Pirtea
Managing Partner
Tel: +40 740 137 358
simona@enachepirtea.ro 
www.enachepirtea.ro 

CRIMINAL LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ROMANIA

Extraordinary Professionalism 
Applied to the requirements and 
needs of our clients – this is what 
ENACHE PIRTEA & Associates 
stands for, and this is the main 
reason why, after 15 years in top 
law firms, we decided to create 
the law firm that goes “the extra 
mile” and where clients can find 
lawyers who think business and 
who give them applicable leading-
edge solutions, in order to ensure 
businesses move forward with 
ethics and integrity, while people 
are safe to enjoy a better future.

The firm’s focal area of activity is Criminal 
Law – White-Collar and Business Crime, 
in its two main components: business 
crime consultancy & counselling (business 
ethics & integrity), as well as criminal 
investigation & litigation. Over the past 
15 years, we have developed unparalleled 
practical skills, forged in the midst of 
some of the fiercest and most scrutinized 
top-level court battles and prosecutorial 
inquiries (including at international level 

– SFO, SEC, DOJ), all our dedication and 
knowledge of law having proven to be our 
clients’ best asset in fighting wrongdoings 
or injustice.

Criminal investigation and litigation 
is surely our most significant area of 
expertise in the Criminal Law field, and we 
address it with the utmost attention and 
commitment, in all its stages, in all phases 
of the criminal trial, in front of all criminal 
investigation authorities and courts of 
law, at all jurisdictional levels, including 
the European Court for Human Rights. 
Furthermore, we have been one of the 
very few criminal law practitioners to fully 
understand and present to our clients the 
increasing effect on the day-to-day running 
of businesses in Romania of strong and 
coherent regulatory requirements, in-
depth compliance activities and white-
collar due diligence.

Considering our long-standing experience 
and proficiency in serving international 
clients, EPA is mainly working for foreign 
corporate clients, as well as for their 
executives and officers, but is also 

acting on behalf of local companies, 
businessmen, public figures, politicians or 
officials. Be it corruption crimes or money 
laundering, economic criminality or abuse 
of office, embezzlement of EU funds or 
cybercrimes, copyright or environmental 
criminal breaches, we have across-the-
board experience and knowledge.

What distinguishes our team of lawyers is 
our undeniable and inexhaustible devotion 
to the legal profession and to clients 
alike. We don’t just offer legal services, 
we employ our passion and outstanding 
positive energy in order to achieve the 
desired outcome for the companies and 
individuals. And our efforts in the field 
of White Collar & Business Crime have 
been acknowledged by some of the most 
prestigious international publications: top-
tier ranking in The Legal500, collaborators 
of Chambers & Partners for the 2019–
2020 Anti-Corruption Practice Guide for 
Romania, partners of ICLG (Business 
Crime and Anti-Money Laundering 2018–
2020 editions), 2019/2020 Rising Star Law 
Firm award for Romania, etc.

Bonaccord

Patricia Barclay
Founder
Tel: +44 (0)131 202 6527
patricia@bonaccord.law
www.bonaccord.law

PHARMACEUTICALS & LIFE SCIENCES LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SCOTLAND

Bonaccord is a multi-award-winning law firm established to support the scientific 
community. We help innovative businesses maximise the commercial value of their 
technologies, and have particular expertise in life sciences, speciality chemicals and 
advanced engineering, including photonics and space technologies.

• Support for all sizes of science-based 
business from one-man consultancies to 
multinationals

• Clients across the UK and beyond

• Global reach through respected networks 
of lawyers, regulatory advisors and other  
service providers

• Legal services include corporate set-up, 
spin-outs, investment agreements, R&D 
contracts, licensing, manufacturing, 
service and employment arrangements, 
international distribution and M&A

• Assistance with fundraising

• Help with developing intellectual property 
and business strategies

• Mediation of commercial disputes 
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Premier Law S.L. 

Belén Cepero 
Managing Partner
Tel: +34 952 764 483
belen@premierlaw.net 
www.premierlaw.net

BOUTIQUE PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SPAIN

Premier Law is a boutique law firm 
situated in Marbella, specialising 
in real estate, tax, corporate and 
inheritance matters, as well as 
the popular Golden Visa. Because 
Marbella is located on the Costa 
del Sol in Spain – a tourist hot 
spot that every year becomes 
more popular – more and more 
foreigners are choosing to invest in 
real estate in this area. 
Managing partner and founder of Premier 
Law, Belén Cepero, noted: “Being a 
boutique firm, we are able to handle 
client cases from start to finish, and aside 
from legal and tax matters, we also offer 
property administration services.”

According to Ms Cepero, the highest 
point in Premier Law’s career would be 
the accomplishments its litigation team 
has achieved in recent months, which 
stem back to 2004 to 2010, when many 
of the firm’s clients purchased off-plan 
property. At the time, this seemed like a 

sound investment; however, many of the 
property developers went bankrupt and 
were unable to complete and deliver the 
properties to the buyers. “The Premier 
Law team fought back,” noted Ms Cepero. 
“We made numerous pro-bono claims 
on behalf of our clients against banks, 
developers and insurance companies 
that were at first unsuccessful. Many 
clients began to lose hope due to the 
lack of results, but we never gave up 
and attacked from every angle, even 
financing the court costs with the firm’s 
own money. Then we discovered a case-
changing judgement from 2013 made by 
the courts in Madrid…”

Since then, Premier Law has based all its 
arguments on this ruling. Having achieved 
its most recent successful claim as 
recently as February 2020, the litigation 
team has collected more than one million 
euros from Spanish banks for its cherished 
clients. This sum includes not only the 
money initially paid as a deposit, but also 
interests on the investments made.

Looking to the coming 12 months, Ms 
Cepero added: “We will promote the Spanish 
Golden Visa and all the benefits it has to 
offer. Also known as the Investors’ Visa, this 
is a fast-tracked residency permit for non-EU 
citizens that enables you to live and work 
in Spain as well as granting you freedom of 
movement throughout the Schengen area.  
All you need to do it invest €500,000 in 
Spanish real estate, and you qualify.

“Today, 95% of our clientele are from 
foreign countries; some are residents 
in Spain; and some aren’t. A common 
practice for us is to have our clients sign 
a Power of Attorney so we can handle 
all matters pertaining to their property 
or company without them having to be 
present in Spain. After 28 years, we still 
deal with the same loyal clients. Together 
we have gone through many phases of 
life, from the purchase of a couple’s first 
home, to last wills and testaments – and, 
since then, we have also welcomed a 
large number of new clients.”

Chabaneix Abogados Penalistas
 
Luis Chabaneix
Founding Partner
Tel: +34 628 55 29 05
info@chabaneix.es
www.chabaneixabogadospenalistas.es

CRIMINAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SPAIN

Chabaneix Abogados Penalistas 
was formed in 2006 out of a deep 
vocation for criminal law. Each 
of its members and collaborators 
(lawyers, attorneys, partners in 
Spain and abroad, experts and 
interns) has an exclusive dedication 
to this branch of legal practice, 
enabling the firm to carry out its 
work with real passion.
The firm’s headquarters is located right in 
the heart of Madrid, but it operates and 
works on procedures throughout Spain, as 
well as in France.
Luis Chabaneix, Founding Partner, is a 
lawyer with a bilingual degree in French 
and Spanish law from the prestigious 
University of Paris X Nanterre. Likewise, 
he holds a Master’s Degree in Financial 
Law and Taxation from the Garrigues 
Studies Center and the Carlos III 
University of Madrid.
He began his professional career in 2003, 
and is currently adviser to the Embassy 
and Consulate of France and a lawyer 
recommended by the Embassy of the 
United States, Canada and Belgium.

Moreover, he was decorated in 2014 
as Knight of the Order of Merit, for the 
excellence of the work performed in 
criminal matters.

Mr Chabaneix noted: “We are specialists 
in criminal matters. We do not attend 
other types of cases, since our objective 
is to offer the best work quality and the 
maximum guarantee of success to our 
defendants. We offer a very exclusive 
service, typical of a ‘legal boutique’.”

According to Mr Chabaneix, the most 
important aspect of legal advice is probably 
the practice of the trial, either defending 
the presumption of innocence or nullities 
of the procedure. In addition, having a 
wide experience allows its advisers to 
predict when a person’s defence is doomed 
to failure and, consequently, they avoid 
taking the path of negotiations with the 
accusation. “It is often complex and long, 
but we are always guided by the purpose 
of avoiding any risk of imprisonment for the 
client,” he explained.

Regarding Chabaneix Abogados 
Penalistas’s recent case work, Mr 

Chabaneix stated that its advisers are 
currently intervening in mediatic cases, 
nationally and internationally, for a 
client base comprised of national and 
international businessmen and women, 
who are looking for a personalised 
service.

“To cite some examples,” said Mr 
Chabaneix, “we deal with the defence 
of the former Minister of Economy and 
Finance of the Republic of Benin, to avoid 
his extradition to that country. Also, we 
defend three researchers in the well-
known case ‘Idental’, where an alleged 
macro-state is investigated through dental 
clinics throughout the Spanish territory. 

“Another particularly mediatic case in 
our country is the Tandem case, in which 
we found ourselves acting as a private 
accusation to defend the interests of 
the main victim, the current Minister of 
Mines and Hydrocarbons of Equatorial 
Guinea – in a case in which they 
investigate crimes of corruption, money-
laundering and others, attributed to a 
police commissioner and his  
criminal group.”
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Etude de Me Anne Reiser

Anne Reiser
Partner
Tel: +41 22 807 33 67
contact@reiser-anne.ch
www.reiser-anne.ch

FAMILY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SWITZERLAND

Member of the Geneva Bar Association, 
member of the Swiss Bar Association, 
the International Association of Lawyers 
(UIA), the American Bar Association 
(ABA), the International Association of 
French Speaking Professionals working 
with separated families (AIFI) and the 
Ichoba Association for the Regulation of 
Family Disputes. 
Former member of the Board of the Geneva 
Bar Association (1996–2002), former Chairman 
of the Geneva Bar Association Consultation 
Service (1996–2003), former member of 
the Commission of Experts for the Federal 
Accounting Certificate Examination set by the 
Swiss Association of Commercial Employees 
(1985–1998). 
Anne Reiser is the founder of the “Association 
Ichoba”, the only multidisciplinary ADR 
association for Swiss and International 
Matrimonial and Children disputes in 
Geneva. Founded in November 2014 with 
the collaboration of tax lawyers, notaries, 
mediators, legal experts, social workers, 
children psychologists, psychiatrists and 
family psychotherapists, it provides speedy, 
cost-effective, tailor-made services for all 
types of families. The unique ADR process it 
offers has been specifically designed to cater 
for international/multicultural families, and to 
promote harmonious family ties after separation. 

In 2019, she co-edited a book about 
multidisciplinary approaches to matrimonial 
proceedings, which include her legal contribution 
as well as contributions from Judges with the 
Geneva Court of First Instance and with the 
Court of Appeal of the Vaud County; Lawyers 
with the Swiss Supreme Court and with the 
Geneva Recovery Proceedings Office; and 
leading psychiatrists practising systemic family 
therapy and child therapy. In 2012, she wrote a 
book meant for the general public: “In the name 
of the child: how to separate without tearing 
each other apart”. 
Ms Reiser is regularly invited to speak at various 
events about her work in promoting ADR and 
multidisciplinary Mediation in Switzerland and 
abroad, and regularly publishes reviews of recent 
case law on Matrimonial Law on IusMail, one 
of the most authoritative Swiss law databases. 
Every year, she publishes a comprehensive 
analysis of recent matrimonial law decisions 
from the Swiss Federal Court (Switzerland’s 
highest court) in the “Plaidoyer Magazine”, a 
leading law journal in the Swiss legal world. 
She is also regularly interviewed on Swiss 
national television and radio (“RTS”) and 
on Geneva local radio (“Radio Lac”) about 
developments in family law. She is regularly 
published in the main Geneva newspapers and 
political periodicals (“Bilan, Le Temps, la Tribune 
de Genève, Le Matin Dimanche”). 

Etude de Me Anne Reiser’s Accolades 
• 2019: Ranked best law firm for Family Law in 

Geneva by the Bilanz & Le Temps annual peer-
review of leading Swiss Law Firms; 

• 2018: Ranked second best law firm for Family 
Law in Switzerland (best law firm for Family 
Law in Geneva) by Bilanz & Le Temps; 

• 2017: Ranked best law firm for Family Law in 
Switzerland by Bilanz & Le Temps. 

Qualifications 
• 1984: Admitted to practice at the Geneva Bar
• 1982: Master’s Degree in Law, University  

of Geneva
• 1977: Classical Studies Degree from the 

Collège Calvin de Genève
Academic Positions 
Current 
• Lecturer in Matrimonial Law at the University 

of Geneva. 
• Member of the Examination Board for 

Admission to the Geneva Bar. 
• Lecturer in Matrimonial Law on the Geneva Bar 

Association’s Annual Seminar on Continuing 
Education.

• Lecturer in Matrimonial Law on the Swiss  
Bar Association’s Specialist Matrimonial  
Law Certification Course for practising  
Swiss attorneys.

Kurucu Hukuk Bürosu

Serkan Çatalpınar
Founding Partner
Tel: +9 (0) 312 437 38 56
scatalpinar@kurucuhukuk.com
www.kurucuhukuk.com

CONSTRUCTION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN TURKEY

Kurucu Hukuk Bürosu was established 
in Ankara at the beginning of 2015 
by three founding partners, each 
of whom is expert in its field. The 
firm’s staff are all fluent in English 
and able to advise in the fields 
of energy law, construction and 
infrastructure, FIDIC and FAR 
contracts, company mergers and 
acquisitions, project finance, 
international trade, international 
arbitration and commercial lawsuits. 
It also has a liaison office in Istanbul.
Today, the firm serves a broad-based, 
domestic and foreign clientele, assisting 
with projects and activities in Turkey and 
overseas, prioritizing sincerity and honesty, 
and calling upon its outside network of 
professional contacts when necessary to 
ensure the best results for its clients.
Kurucu Hukuk Bürosu endeavours to meet 
the bespoke needs of all clients. From the 
very beginning to the end stage of the relevant 
project or legal process, the firm prioritizes 
these goals in every stage of its service.
Serkan Çatalpınar is a Founding Partner at 
Kurucu Hukuk Bürosu. Upon completing his 
undergraduate education (LLB) at Başkent 

Law Faculty in 2005, he worked as a lawyer 
at Kasaroğlu Law Office until 2007, at which 
point he moved to Brussels to be assigned 
to the PECO desk at the European Bar 
Council, representing the Bar Association. 
Since July 2015, Mr Çatalpınar has been 
positioned at Kurucu Hukuk Bürosu, where 
his specialties are especially focused 
on Construction Law (primarily FIDIC), 
International Trade, Defense Industry and 
Corporate Law.
He is particularly equipped to handle 
matters of FIDIC-based construction 
law, both during his duties at the lawyer 
offices he worked for, and at the Cairo 
International Airport Project. He is 
experienced in all stages of construction 
projects – from the tender stage, to the 
final acceptance of the project – and has 
taken an active and expert role in the 
relevant legal procedures. As a lawyer 
trained in all facets of the construction site, 
he offers clients not only legal but also 
operational experience.
During the course of his own construction 
site experience, he maintained all 
correspondence of the client firm with the 
administration, engineers, subcontractors 
and suppliers, managed the formal and 

informal meetings in the relevant official 
and informal meetings, managed the 
claims and job change requests to be 
submitted to the administration, and carried 
out the defenses of the claims from the 
administration and the subcontractor. He 
represented the client firm himself, and his 
team of lawyers and engineers regarding 
the preparation, negotiation, execution, 
termination and settlement of disputes 
with the client firm’s subcontractors, 
suppliers and service providers.
Moreover, he has gained extensive experience 
in project management through coordinating 
the contract department with the project 
technical team and international consultants.
In the dispute board case that the client 
filed against the administration in this 
project, he worked as the team leader 
of the client’s site team and coordinated 
with the international consultancy firm 
consisting of the technical team. In the 
case in question, all requests of the client 
were accepted.

Kurucu Hukuk Bürosu endeavours to 
meet the bespoke needs of all clients.
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NSN Law Firm

Bilge Derinbay
Partner 
Tel: +90 532 4972524 
bilge.derinbay@nsn-law.com
www.unlukuruselek.com/en/profil.php?id=8

PRODUCT LIABILITY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN TURKEY

NSN Law Firm is a full-service law 
firm with a special emphasis on 
Product Liability Law and Product 
Safety Law, along with Commercial 
and Corporate Law, Intellectual and 
Industrial Property Law, Advertising, 
Media and Entertainment Law, 
Pharmaceuticals and Life Sciences 
Law. NSN is dedicated to the highest 
standards in legal services and offers 
assistance to its clients in various 
legal fields. The creativity and 
experience, which are the hallmarks 
of the firm, enable it to provide 
its clients with a comprehensive 
range of services. NSN is capable of 
representing clients before all the 
courts and administrative bodies  
in Turkey. 
The firm offers legal consultancy, dispute 
resolution and litigation services on a wide 
range of areas of Product Liability Law to its 
local and international clients. The Product 
Liability and Safety practice in NSN is led by 
Partner Bilge Derinbay and her very well-
experienced product liability team.
With an experience of approaching 20 
years, Ms Derinbay has been involved in 

various fields of law, including Product 
Liability Law. She provides consultancy 
services by drafting and negotiating all types 
of consumer, service, sale and purchase 
contracts and management of surrounding 
relations under applicable regulations. She 
also provides legal consultancy services 
to ensure the necessary precautions are 
taken in terms of local food regulations, and 
provides litigation services for the resolution 
of disputes arising from the food safety 
responsibility of exporter or manufacturer. 
Her regulatory experience helps to evaluate 
the issues from a holistic perspective.
Ms Derinbay and the team advise clients 
in different sectors on their legal liabilities 
as well as guarantee and indemnification 
requirements arising out of defective 
goods and services, prospectuses and 
brochures, user and operator manuals, 
labelling, packaging and all types of 
advertisements. In addition to product liability 
lawsuits – pertaining to manufacturing 
of pharmaceuticals, medical devices, 
cosmetics, supplementary foods, beverages, 
tyres and electronics – the team also 
represents clients before Consumer 
Arbitration Committees and Consumer 

Courts. Its team is highly experienced in 
consumer-related matters, including, but not 
limited to, advising and supporting clients 
in the areas of pharmaceuticals, medical 
devices, cosmetics, supplementary foods for 
product recalls and representation of clients 
before the governmental authorities.
Ms Derinbay noted: “Our clients are 
primarily multinational companies engaged 
in these areas: pharmaceuticals, medical 
devices, etc. Therefore, while providing 
assistance to our clients in relation to local 
regulations, we also regularly consider the 
global aspects of the matter, which we 
believe eases up the harmonisation of the 
global practice of our clients.
“Looking back, our product liability team 
conducted many life science-related 
product liability lawsuits and issues in 2019. 
These legal issues have been solved with 
our experience in settling disputes and 
professional consultancy know-how. The 
most significant success of the past year 
was that we won a product liability lawsuit 
by successfully defending our client, who 
is the Turkish affiliation of one of the leading 
pharmaceutical companies in the world.”

Women in the Law UK
 
Sally Penni
Barrister at Law, FRSA, CCMI, 
CMgrs, MPSA, NED
Tel: +44 (0)161 832 4036
womeninthelawuk@gmail.com
www.womeninthelawuk.com

CRIMINAL LITIGATION LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

Sally Penni is a multi-award-winning 
Barrister at Law and the Founder of 
Women in the Law UK, a women’s 
networking organisation with events 
designed to encourage, inspire 
and support the next generation of 
lawyers and women in business. 
She is also the Vice Chair of the 
Association of Women Barristers; a 
non-executive director on various 
boards in the areas of arts, housing 
and education; as well as a keynote 
speaker, an author, and the host 
of the Talking Law podcast, which 
features female legal leaders and 
other professionals based in the UK 
taking part in interviews – not only 
on the topic of law, but also career 
progression, wellbeing, advice  
and tips.
Ms Penni noted: “Women in the 
Law UK is about supporting the 
next leaders in law and encouraging 
career progression through personal 

development. The next stage is finding 
a way to progress social mobility in 
the profession and learning from our 
colleagues in business.”
Ms Penni has practised both criminal 
and employment law since 2000, joining 
the firm Kenworthy’s Chambers Ltd. in 
2004. She speaks French, basic Spanish 
and is trained in sign language. In her 
work as a barrister, Ms Penni specialises 
in regulatory and business crime 
(fraud, data protection law and artificial 
intelligence law governing robotics and 
autonomous cars). She is a co-author of, 
and contributor to, Cyber Security Law 
and Guidance by Helen Wong MBE, 
published by Bloomsbury.
She also has a wealth of experience 
with cases involving young offenders 
and mental health issues, and is 
recommended as a leader in her field in 
the Northern Criminal Bar.
In preparing and conducting cases, 
she is held in high esteem for being 

thorough, with a particular eye for  
detail. She enjoys a reputation for  
in-depth research.
She has been highly ranked by 
Chambers & Partners, and is particularly 
recognised for the breadth of her 
practice across serious crime, mental 
health crime and serious sexual 
offences. Chambers & Partners have 
said: “She makes people pay attention 
in court; she’s a very good lawyer”, and 
“Sally Penni […] regularly handles cases 
involving sexual assault. She is hard-
working and will research a case until 
she knows it inside out”.
Notably, Ms Penni’s more recent 
experience extends to data protection, 
compliance, cyber-security, fintech, 
business crime, fraud, international 
white collar crime, extradition and the 
Modern Slavery Act.
She also has knowledge of governance, 
and has appeared in the Women in 
Leadership publication.
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Computalaw Ltd
 
M-T. Michele Rennie (LLB, NP)
Principal Legal Author and Editor

Tel: +44(0)7785 394026
m.rennie@computalaw.com
www.computalaw.com

INTERNET & E-COMMERCE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

M-T. Michele Rennie (LLB, NP) is 
founder and Head of Intellectual 
Property and Internet Law at 
Computalaw Ltd, based in the 
UK, Europe and internationally. 
Computalaw provides the most  
up-to-date IT, Internet and 
E-commerce legal and business 
contracts for worldwide use 
through www.computalaw.com, 
which was awarded Internet Law 
Firm of the Year in 2020, Leaders in 
Law – Internet & E-commerce 2020 
and Global Law Experts for Internet 
& E-Commerce in 2019–20.

Michele has specialised in intellectual 
property and Internet law worldwide 
for over 25 years and has acted as 
international legal adviser to hundreds of 
IT companies around the world, including 
many multinationals to start-ups, serving 
many varied business sectors. Such 
sectors range from aerospace and safety 
critical industries, to software, databases, 
systems, SaaS, Cloud computing, 
companies creating Platforms for the 
“GiG” economy, employment, financial 
and legal sectors, mobile phone payment 
systems and companies developing 

“Apps” for every type of product  
and service.

In addition, Michele is legal advisor to 
numerous smaller pioneering companies 
in specialist niche areas, such as an 
exciting technology company harnessing 
satellite data intelligence for environmental 
analysis, and statistics required by 
multi-national organisations such as the 
UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change. Most recently, Michele is legal 
advisor on AI digital “tools”, as well as 
advising “disrupter” companies offering 
novel Platform services.

Michele was awarded Women in Law 
winner in 2019 and voted one of the Global 
Law Experts for Internet & E-Commerce 
in 2019–20. She is a member of the 
International Bar Association Committee 
on International Computer & Technology 
Law, past chairman of the British 
Computer Society Ecommerce Legal Task 
Group, and a member of the Intellectual 
Property and Electronic Commerce 
working parties of the Digital Alliance.

Michele was also legal adviser to the 
CTOSE Foundation, established to promote 

the results of the European Commission-
sponsored CTOSE Project on Cybercrime, 
which is now utilised worldwide.

Publications:

Michele Rennie is a regular conference 
speaker and is the author of several 
publications on International Computer 
and Internet Contracts and Law (published 
worldwide by ThomsonReuters/Sweet & 
Maxwell) 1994–2020, which is updated 
several times a year to keep abreast of 
the latest developments. This publication 
contains more than 6,000 pages of 
computer and Internet contracts, and 
intellectual property and e-commerce law 
relating to the UK, Europe, the US, China, 
India, Australia, Japan and the Internet, 
with specialist sections on Electronic 
Signatures and Online Dispute Resolution.

Michele is also the Editor of Computer and 
Telecommunications Law Review (CTLR), 
published by ThomsonReuters/Sweet & 
Maxwell, for which she edits and writes 
IP articles.

Michele was also legal adviser to the 
CTOSE Foundation.
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The near-term outlook for the US 
economy was one of strong growth 
and job creation, according to the 
IMF’s 2019 data. Unemployment 
was near levels not seen in 50 
years, and growth was set to 
accelerate, aided by fiscal stimulus, 
a recovery of private investment, 
and supportive financial conditions. 
These positive outturns were 
supported – and reinforced by – a 
favourable external environment. 
The balance of evidence suggested 
that the US economy was beyond 
full employment.

However, early 2020 has brought much 
uncertainty in the wake of the global 
coronavirus pandemic and President 
Trump’s subsequent Europe travel ban, 
which sent global share prices lower. A 
declared state of emergency in New York 
and a plunge in cryptocurrencies created 
further disarray and ambiguity regarding 
the near-term economic future of the US 
and the Americas as a whole. NYC was 
soon considered the new “epicentre” of 
the crisis, with its footage recording ghostly 
images of a deserted Times Square. There 
was, as well, much tragedy and loss of life 
on an unprecedented scale.

Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot addressed 
Chicago’s residents to outline the steps 
the city had taken to stop the spread of 
coronavirus, also announcing that anyone 
experiencing symptoms must remain at 
home, as the “city’s public health experts 
believe that these heightened measures are 
necessary to contain the virus and protect 
[its] residents”. The Federal Reserve soon 
declared that it was prepared to use its full 
quota of tools to support the flow of credit 
to households and businesses and promote 
credit market stability goals – stating that 
it would lower its benchmark interest rate 
to near-zero and purchase $700 billion in 
Treasury and mortgage bonds.

The Americas Winners
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According to the Middle East Monitor, 
the economic and labour crisis created 
by the pandemic could increase global 
unemployment by almost 25 million, in 
line with a report published in March by 
the UN’s International Labour Organization 
(ILO). Other experts have reported this 
as a potential increase in unemployment 
by up to 20–30%. Rising unemployment 
translates to huge income losses, with 
workers standing to lose between $860 
billion and $3.4 trillion by the end of the 
year. “This is no longer only a global health 
crisis, it is also a major labour market 
and economic crisis that is having a huge 
impact on people,” said ILO Director-
General Guy Ryder. “In 2008, the world 
presented a united front to address the 
consequences of the global financial crisis, 
and the worst was averted. We need that 
kind of leadership and resolve now.”

“25 million jobs could be lost this year as 
a result of the pandemic,” added ILO’s 
Director of Communications Martin Murphy. 
Last February, the data analysis firm indeed 
forecast that the impending coronavirus 
outbreak would be worse for the worldwide 
economy than SARS in 2003.

As the NYC mayor called upon military 
support, and the pandemic spread to affect 
all 50 US states, the FT reported that the 
US Treasury secretary warned the pandemic 
could send unemployment surging to 20% 
without significant intervention by the 
Federal Reserve and congressional approval 
of a $1 trillion economic stimulus package. 
Steven Mnuchin gave the warning during 
a meeting with US senators as the Trump 
administration finalised a legislative package 
aimed at bailing out an economy marked 
by airlines edging towards bankruptcy, 
hotel chains putting thousands on unpaid 
leave, and restaurants and bars devoid of 
customers in the major cities.

President Trump admitted that the US 
could be headed for recession, but said 
the economy would strongly rebound 
once the pandemic had been brought 
under control, and that America needed to 
re-open for business as soon as possible. 
Mr Mnuchin used the 20% figure as one 
example of what could happen without 
drastic intervention from the authorities – 
stating that it was a worst-case scenario 
and was unlikely to happen since the 
Fed, Treasury and Congress were already 
enacting measures to address the 
financial turbulence.

According to Tech Crunch, as the 
government took drastic measures to 
calm markets during the fallout from 
COVID-19, individual Americans may 
receive a financial relief cash injection 
amounting to in excess of $1,000. 
In a White House press conference, 
Mr Mnuchin noted that the Trump 
administration was likely to send 
Americans a cheque in the post to 
help cover their costs. Under the White 
House’s plan, the payments were to 
be income-capped so that high earners 
did not receive unnecessary payouts. 
“I think it’s clear we don’t need to send 
people who make a million dollars a year 
cheques,” said Mr Mnuchin. He later 
announced that the income tax-filing 
deadline had been moved to the 15th 
of June, hoping that this imposed delay 
could provoke an additional $300 billion to 
be pumped back into the economy.

Meanwhile, the White House proposed 
an $850 billion stimulus package, and also 
passed its own stimulus bill to expand 
sick leave and free testing. Some Senate 
Democrats also supported the idea of 
direct cash payments to provide financial 
relief for Americans during the crisis. 
Senators proposed “immediate direct cash 
payments” in a letter to Senate Democratic 
leadership, first reported by the New York 
Times. Under the proposal, Americans 
could receive $2,000 payments, and 
potentially more over time – depending on 
the pandemic’s course – up to $4,500 per 
individual, annually. Under the proposal, like 
the White House proposal, high earners 
would thereby not be eligible.

By mid-April, the President was strongly 
considering re-opening the US for business, 
claiming the decision lay primarily in his 
hands. At the same time – in a move that 
was derided by Bill Gates, among others 
– he announced he was cutting between 
$400 million and $500 million of funding to 
the UN-backed World Health Organization 
after accusing it of taking what he referred 
to as China’s alleged deception about the 
implications of COVID-19 at face value, 
according to Metro. The New York Post 
reported that the NYC subway system 
would close its shutters nightly – in the 
early hours – to facilitate deep-cleaning and 
disinfection, in a historic move proposed 
by Governor Andrew Cuomo to combat the 
United States’ tragic death toll, which stood 
at nearly 70,000 by early May. 

In an international context marked by 
uncertainty and volatility, the economies of 
Latin America and the Caribbean could still 
see growth on a longer-term basis, owing 
to a rebound in domestic demand, private 
consumption especially.

According to the Economic Survey of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, the region has 
increased its investment levels in the last 
two decades, closing the existing gap with 
other regions of the world.

International co-operation still needs a 
fresh start to tackle pervasive economic, 
social and environmental challenges and 
other traps that impede development. It 
entails more multilateral collaboration, and 
a firm anchoring in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) 
should be at the forefront for rethinking 
international co-operation, according to the 
Latin American Economic Outlook (LEO) 
2019, and this is still likely to apply when 
the economy beings to reset.

Judging by GDP statistics, the progress 
of LAC since the ’90s is undeniable: the 
region’s income per capita increased 
by around 50%. Most countries have 
moved up from low-income status and 
are now upper middle-income economies. 
Some have even moved from middle to 
high income. However, “higher national 
income in Latin American countries has 
unfortunately not automatically translated 
into higher levels of well-being for all. Also, 
cross-country disparities in well-being at 
a given level of income per capita are still 
significant in the region. Issues such as a 
disproportionate impact of climate change, 
inequalities and other vulnerabilities are still 
persistent or growing in the region,” said 
Neven Mimica, European Commissioner.

“After the end of the commodity-driven 
boom of the 2000s, potential GDP growth 
has been lower than expected. A less 
favourable global context is exacerbating 
the region’s structural challenges, such 
as slow productivity growth”, noted Pablo 
Sanguinetti, Chief Economist, CAF. 

Plans should place citizen well-being – and 
not just GDP growth – at the centre of 
development strategies. Overcoming traps 
also requires new, smarter international 
partnerships. The OECD Development 
Centre, ECLAC, CAF and the EU call upon 
LAC governments to take a leading role 
in promoting a renewed and inclusive 
multilateralism that helps achieve the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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AVIATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

Jetlaw, LLC

Kent S Jackson
Managing Partner
Tel: +1 202-499-3834
kjackson@jetlaw.com
www.jetlaw.com

Jetlaw, LLC is both a 
national and international 
comprehensive business 
aviation law firm located 
in Washington, DC. Jetlaw 
handles all aspects of 
business aviation, from 
aircraft purchasing, leasing 
and financing to an extensive 
variety of airport and other 
complex aviation regulatory 
compliance issues. The firm’s 
Washington, DC location 
provides unique access to 
government regulators and 
elected officials, allowing 
the firm’s attorneys to 
solve problems quietly and 
succinctly. Clients also benefit 
from full-service US federal 
and state tax advice. 

In 2019, Kent Jackson, Managing 
Partner, was appointed as Industry 
Co-Chair to the Part 135 Pilot 
Rest and Duty Aviation Rule 
Making Committee. Mr Jackson 
is responsible for leading the 
committee to reviewing current 
regulations, developing new rules 
and accommodations for both 
large and small businesses while 
evaluating scientific safety data 
to ensure an improvement for the 
aviation industry. 

Also in 2019, Jetlaw celebrated its 
26th anniversary, along with the 26th 
anniversary of the first publication 
of the Federal Aviation Regulations 
Explained, which is now Jetlaw’s 
FAR/AIM Explained book series, the 
only treatises to annotate and explain 
FAA regulations and case law. 
These books are critical to correctly 
interpreting the FAA regulations. 
Because many of the FAA’s legal 
interpretations are not available 
online or in printed publications, the 
book serves as a miniature library 
housing decades of administrative 
interpretations. The reference book 
is used by government regulators, 
corporate flight departments, charter 
operators and pilots across the US. 

Jetlaw’s attorneys and advisers 
began their careers in the aviation 
industry and use the knowledge 

they acquired to help their 
clients. “There’s a limit to your 
understanding of aviation if your 
contact with the industry is from 
behind a desk,” said Mr Jackson, 
who is a former chief pilot for an 
air carrier. Kali Hague, Partner, 
who worked for a charter operator 
and airport authority before joining 
Jetlaw, added: “I spot issues that 
other attorneys didn’t even know 
existed because I’ve actually lived in 
my clients’ shoes.” 

The firm’s depth of experience 
continues to impress clients. 
Attorneys and advisers bring 
decades of experience in civil and 
military aviation to their practice, 
including experience as government 
regulators. Mike Kolich, another 
attorney, was a former military crew 
chief and was deployed on several 
overseas missions where he ensured 
the mission readiness of military 
aircraft. Mr Kolich has a MBA in 
addition to his J.D. and has gained a 
deep understanding of the business 
and regulatory compliance issues 
that intertwine in aviation contracts.

Mr Jackson’s experience includes 
representing clients not only on the 
current FAA aviation rulemaking 
committee, but also on previous FAA 
aviation rulemaking committees, 
including the rulemaking committee 
that developed and drafted the 
fractional aircraft rules in 14 C.F.R. 
Part 91, Subpart K. The rules 
revolutionised the industry and 
allowed programmes such as 
NetJets to flourish. The firm closely 
tracks aviation legislation and 
works with clients and members of 
Congress to introduce provisions 
into FAA Reauthorisation Bills. 
“Sometimes regulations don’t 
adequately address a situation, 
and we can help clients fix that,” 
commented Mr Jackson. “It’s not 
always a fast solution, but it provides 
iron-clad certainty, which many of 
our clients need.” Mr Jackson also 
is an active speaker throughout the 
aviation industry as well as an author, 
type-rated airline transport pilot, 
flight instructor and repairman. 

The firm has a long history of 
supporting the business aviation 
industry through work with 
the National Business Aviation 
Association. Kent Jackson was the 
Founding Chairman of the NBAA 
Tax Committee and the Founding 
Chairman of the NBAA Regulatory 
Issues Advisory Group. He also 
served on the NBAA Advisory Council 
and has long been a proponent of 
NBAA’s Political Action Committee. 
Jetlaw is a member of NBAA’s 
Leadership Council, and NBAA 
awarded Kali Hague with its inaugural 
40 Under 40 Award in 2018.

Another major practice area for the 
firm is airport development and 
compliance. The firm represents 
airport authorities and tenants in 
multi-million-dollar infrastructure 
development projects, Part 16 formal 
complaint proceedings and other 
airport matters. “If you search for 
our attorneys in airport decisions, 
you probably won’t find our names,” 
noted Mr Kolich, who brings years 
of experience in military aviation 
and the insurance industry to his 
practice. “We have a reputation for 
resolving high-profile issues quietly. 
Sometimes, keeping a high-profile 
issue in the media is important, but 
generally it means high legal bills and 
protracted negotiations.” 

Jetlaw operates its own aircraft 
to meet with clients all over the 
country. Kent Jackson and Kali 
Hague both compete in air races, 
and Mike Kolich is currently working 
on his private pilot certificate. 
Kali Hague competes in the 
Women’s Air Race Classic, flying 
a 1947 Luscombe. Kent Jackson 
competes in Formula 1 Air Racing, 
flying a Cassutt both in the US and 
internationally. Jetlaw’s attorneys 
and advisers make aviation part of 
their lives, both professionally and 
outside of the office.

Mr Jackson’s experience includes 
representing clients not only on the 
current FAA aviation rulemaking 
committee, but also on previous FAA 
aviation rulemaking committees.



GLE Awards 2020 31

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE BAHAMAS

DASA – Deneszczuk Antônio Sociedade 
de Advogados

Dr. Carlos Roberto Deneszczuk Antônio 
Founding Partner 
Tel: +55 11 3115-6477 
carlos.antonio@dasa.adv.br
www.dasa.adv.br

COMMERCIAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN BRAZIL

DASA – Deneszczuk Antonio 
Sociedade de Advogados has, as its 
Founding Partners, Dr. Carlos Roberto 
Deneszczuk Antônio and Dr. Higino 
Antônio Junior, legal professionals 
and specialists in legal consultancy 
who combine the experience of the 
old with the new. They continually 
seek to modernize the way they 
approach clients’ legal challenges, 
and are always attentive to the 
changing nature of the Brazilian 
and global market – adapting their 
services by applying the international 
concept of a “boutique office”.
DASA combines experience, qualification 
and enthusiasm to attend to its clients’ 
bespoke needs. The firm strives for the 
highest technical and ethical standards when 
identifying comprehensive solutions – always 
observing the conciliation of the parties. 
DASA’s mission is excellence in customer 
service, and to this end, the firm develops 
creative and effective solutions: from the 
simplest and most routine, to the most 
complex and sophisticated.
The firm does not work with large-scale 
enterprises, and this results in the ongoing 
pursuit of new and handmade solutions. 
Its most treasured asset is its client-
partner relationships.

Today, DASA operates on all fronts 
of Corporate Law, notably Corporate 
Restructuring, wherein – with the correct 
application of Law No. 11,101 / 2005 (the 
Law on Judicial Recovery and Bankrupcty) – 
the firm has assisted dozens of companies 
in crisis, improving their financial health, and 
building trust and success.
Since Law No. 11,101 / 2005 entered 
into force, it has been instrumental in 
several Judicial Reorganization processes 
throughout the country, for more than 
120 companies, from all segments of the 
economy, whose restructured amount 
reaches some R$5 billion in total.
During the 1990s, Dr. Deneszczuk Antônio 
was appointed by the São Paulo Court of 
Justice as a liquidator in several bankruptcy 
cases. He has been appointed Judicial 
Administrator in the Judicial Recovery of 
IGB Eletrônica (Gradiente), whose initial 
indebtedness have amounted to some 
R$500 million and approximately  
550 creditors.
Given his expertise in complex cases, 
the Amazonas Court of Justice appointed 
Dr. Deneszczuk Antônio to investigate all 
the assets and liabilities of the Center for 
Analysis, Research and Innovation, as well 
as to establish a more effective way to 
restructure debts.

He is a member of the Turnaround 
Management Association Brazil (TMA) 
and the Brazilian Institute of Judicial 
Administration (IBAJUD). Moreover, he is a 
member of the Brazilian Bar Association, in 
the São Paulo section under No. 146,360, 
and in the Amazonas Bar Association, 
under No. 734-A. He is a member of the 
São Paulo Lawyers Association under No. 
62,775, and acts as a lecturer in several 
courses on Business Recovery and 
Restructuring in Brazil as well as abroad.
DASA has its offices in São Paulo, Manaus 
and Goiânia, in addition to partnerships 
with offices abroad.
In the corporate area, the DASA team 
has dealt with all aspects of business 
companies, encompassing services such 
as: merger, reorganization, transformation, 
liquidation and incorporation; formation 
of consortia, joint ventures and holdings; 
preparation of Corporate Acts; drafting of 
shareholder contracts; sale of shares and 
equity interests; representation before 
governmental bodies; as well as execution 
of IPO operations.

The firm strives for the highest 
technical and ethical standards when 
identifying comprehensive solutions.
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Queiroz Advogados Associados 

Prof. Dr. Mary Elbe Queiroz 
Founder 
maryelbe@queirozadv.com.br

Dr. Antonio Elmo Queiroz 
Partner 
elmoqueiroz@queirozadv.com.br

Dr. Antonio Carlos F. de Souza Jr.  
Partner 
antoniosouza@queirozadv.com.br

Dr. Luiz Henrique Ferraz  
Partner 
luizhenrique@queirozadv.com.br

INCOME TAX LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN BRAZIL

Law and consulting firm specialized in 
Federal, State and Municipal taxation. 
It aims to comply with excellence and 
in a custom way, the necessities from 
individuals and business.
Founded by Prof. Dr. Mary Elbe Queiroz by 
her vast academic and practical experience, 
acquired through the exercise of activities with 
public government agencies and judgments in 
tax administrative processes. This experience 
combined with the theoretical basis of the 
masters, doctorate and postdoctoral courses 
in Tax Law, from classes in training schools for 
tax auditors from government agencies and 
in graduate courses for all of Brazil, lectures 
in major congresses Tax Law and at events in 
Brazil and abroad. The Lawyer also contributes 
to the deepening of Brazilian tax discussions in 
the Presidency of the Pernambucano Institute of 
Tax Studies (Instituto Pernambucano de Estudos 
Tributarios – IPET) and of the Council of Notables 
of the Institute of Brazilian Jurists (Instituto de 
Jutistas Brasileiras – IJB), with participation 
in the elaboration of legislative proposals and 
publication of books and articles.
Queiroz Advogados Associados is composed 
of a team of lawyers with great expertise and 
technical capacitation, based in the cities of 
Recife and São Paulo, and also having a network 
of partners and correspondents in all Brazilian 
states, and also in Argentina, Spain and Portugal.

Our work is based on an absolute commitment 
to safety, ethical principles, quality of human 
relations and the duty to contribute to the 
development and improvement of society.
We have an efficient, dynamic and updated 
environment, with administrative and 
technological structure in order to provide an 
excellent service in the following areas: 

DEFENSES ON LITIGATION CASES:
• Administrative: Defenses, manifestations 

of non-conformity, impugnation, requests 
for review of debts and appeals before the 
Administrative Council for Tax Appeals – CARF, 
to the administrative courts of the States, 
such as the São Paulo Tax and Tax Court – TIT 
the Administrative Tax Court of the State of 
Pernambuco – TATE and tax-judging bodies 
from other states and municipalities.

• Judicial: Sponsorship and monitoring of tax 
causes in all instances of the Judiciary, with 
outstanding performance at the Regional 
Federal Courts, the Superior Court of Justice – 
STJ and the Supreme Federal Court – STF.

CONSULTING:
• Assistance and monitoring of client operations, 

with the assessment of risk of results, to 
support business decision making and avoid or 
reduce future tax contingencies.

• Orientation towards tax reorganization and 
management in the search for tax prevention 
and efficient tax planning, which reduces costs 
within the strictest legal standards.

• Preventive diagnosis of possible tax 
repercussions and implementation of 
measures with a view to: use of credits; 
exemptions and immunities; tax recovery; 
monitoring of the constitution and corporate 
reorganization, merger, spin-off, incorporation;

• Follow-up inspection procedure with a view 
to the correct compliance with the subpoenas 
and tax obligations.

• Legal analysis of liabilities in administrative and 
judicial proceedings, including tax foreclosures.

• Examination of the legality and constitutionality 
of tax laws and normative acts.

• Studies and development of projects about 
tax benefits, implementation of Brazilian and 
foreign companies and investments in all 
states of Brazil.

• Studies and opinions on tax issues in order to 
instruct judicial and administrative processes 
and provide support for decision making.

• Formulation of administrative consultations.
• Projects and legislative proposals.
• Performance in arbitrations.
• Partnerships with other law firms in the 

development of defense and resource strategies.

Tel: +55 (81) 2127-7000              www.queirozadv.com.br

David Rechulski, Advogados

David Rechulski
Founding Partner
Tel: +55 11 3740-2550
rechulski@dreadv.com.br
www.dreadv.com.br

CRIMINAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN BRAZIL

David Rechulski is a renowned 
Brazilian criminal lawyer with 
more than 30 years of experience, 
and for 13 consecutive years has 
been appointed by the “Análise 
Advocacia 500” (a yearbook 
that features the most admired 
lawyers and law firms in Brazil) 
as one of the country’s most 
admired lawyers in the Corporate 
Criminal Law segment, and 
ranked 1st in the last six editions.

The direct and personal contact with his 
clients, the responsibility and caution 
with which Rechulski deals case by 
case, the strategic approach, ethics 
and focus on the positive outcome of 
the causes are sources of a constant 
improvement in reaching solutions to 

the most diverse conflicts relevant to 
the criminal and corporate criminal area.

David Rechulski handles all aspects of 
corporate criminal law, including tax 
and economic crimes, environmental 
crimes, crimes against the financial 
system, the public administration and 
the consumer market, digital crimes, 
cartels among others. He has also been 
providing crisis management advice in 
major cases in Brazil.

Mr Rechulski also provides services on 
compliance and criminal compliance, 

assisting companies in creating or 
certifying their compliance programs 
according to Brazilian law, to prevent, 
investigate and fight internal frauds, or 
even to structure these investigation 
results for leniency agreement purposes.

He was recently recognized by 
Forbes Magazine as one of the first 
professionals in the country to work 
with compliance in the early 2000s 
and was part of the First International 
Compliance Mission of the American 
Chamber of Commerce for Brazil in 
New York and Washington.

Mr Rechulski was also ranked 2nd 
by “Analise Advocacia 500” amongst 
the most admired lawyers in Brazil 
specialized in Compliance.

Mr Rechulski also provides 
services on compliance and 
criminal compliance.
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Manríquez, Benavides LLP

Juan Carlos Manriquez
Partner
Tel: +56 2 24896000
jcmanriquez@mbcia.cl
www.mbcia.cl

ECONOMIC CRIME LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHILE

Manríquez, Benavides LLP is an 
independent law firm in Chile, 
established in 1991 by Juan Carlos 
Manriquez and Sandra Benavides 
Schiller, who are outstanding 
litigators in economic crimes and 
civil suits, respectively.

For 29 years, the firm has developed a 
solid, prestigious practice, founded on 
strong principles of quality, personalized 
assistance for clients, highly ethical 
behavior (as recognized by the domestic 
and International Bar Associations) – with 
the firm’s team and leaders also displaying 
particular success in tailoring efficient 
solutions to all client matters that they 
take on.

The firm’s diverse portfolio of cases 
encompasses white-collar criminality, 
environmental pollution, political and 
constitutional issues, among other areas, 
which the firm has handled through 
2019 – 2020, exhibiting a high level of 
performance and service complexity that 
has been recognized by TV, press and 
social media. 

Manríquez, Benavides is also a pioneer in 
the fields of data protection and privacy 
law, is a recognized expert in corporate 
compliance and anti-money-laundering 
advisory, and is the main advisor of the 
Chilean Casinos Association, the Chilean 
Notaries Association, the Chilean Senate 
and other relevant lawmakers and decision 
makers in Chile. 
Juan Carlos Manríquez acts as counsel 
before the International Criminal Court 
ICC-CPI (The Hague, Netherlands), is an 
ICCBA Full Member, an Amicus Member 
of the African Bar Association (AFBA), LLM 
in Trial by CWSL USA, and has participated 
as a trainer and speaker in LLM and 
doctorate programs in Chile, Argentina, 
Peru, Ecuador, Panama, Spain and the US, 
as well as other jurisdictions. In addition, he 
is the former president of the Valparaiso Bar 
Association, having occupied this position 
during various periods.
In 2019, he received peer recognition 
as one of the Best Lawyers in Chile in 
Criminal Defense, as well as special 
recognition as Economic Crime Lawyer 
of the Year in Chile for two international 
rankings of global Lawyers.

Sandra Benavides Schiller is a lawyer 
practicing in civil, commercial and banking 
conflicts, and is one of the most renowned 
Chilean litigants in family law, with 
numerous high-profile clients including 
international football players, business 
women, business men, international 
corporates, and others. She is a current 
member of the Board of Directors at the 
Valparaiso Bar Association.
Today, Manriquez, Benavides LLP has 
facilities in both Santiago and Valparaiso, 
where the team is completed by Carolina 
Brintrup, LLM; Jose Ignacio Alvarez, LLM 
and Yamil Yuivar, LLM in criminal affairs; 
Paulina Ewing, Viviana Hernandez, Diego 
Becerra Rossel and Pamela Fitch, all of 
whom work in matters of labor law, IP, 
torts and damages.
Last but by no means least, Manriquez, 
Benavides offers legal assistance to US 
citizens in Chile, working alongside the US 
Embassy in Chile and the Citizens Service 
in these matters. Similarly, the firm assists 
British Citizens located in Valparaiso – as 
the firm is included in the UK Consulate’s 
list of legal counsels.
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FELA & RAILROAD INJURY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE US
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Rimon Law

Frank Vargas
Partner
Tel: +1 (415) 683-5472 ext. 239
frank.vargas@rimonlaw.com
www.rimonlaw.com

VENTURE CAPITAL FUNDS LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN CALIFORNIA, US

Rimon PC has a significant 
practice in the area of 
venture capital, including 
both representation of 
portfolio companies as well 
as representing venture 
funds in their fundraising and 
investments. Partner Mr. Frank 
Vargas and Rimon’s other lawyers 
also provide advice and counsel 
to international companies and 
funds. Rimon’s innovative cost 
structures allows its attorneys 
to provide “cost-effective” 
representation to even the 
smallest of companies and funds.
Mr. Vargas has spent more than 35 
years representing some of the best-
known technology companies from 

their inception through their public 
offering as well as representing many 
well-known venture and private equity 
funds in their formation and then 
ongoing operation. 
Mr. Vargas also spent a number of 
years as a partner and senior executive 
at well-known investment banks 
and helped to co-found a number of 
successful technology companies. 
He brings his experience as a lawyer, 
co-founder and investment banker to 
bear when clients require advice on 
challenging issues such as corporate 
and fund governance, inter-company 
disputes, difficult financings and 
mergers and acquisitions.
In addition, Mr. Vargas is a frequent 
lecturer on subjects such as venture 

financing, initial public offerings and 
mergers and acquisitions. He is on 
the adjunct faculty at Santa Clara 
Law School in California, where he 
teaches Start Up Law and Business 
Organizations, imparting his knowledge 
in the aforementioned areas to a new 
generation of advisers.
In the past, he was on the adjunct 
faculty at St. Thomas University and St. 
Mary’s University in St. Paul, Minnesota 
and the University of Minnesota in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he 
taught entrepreneurship.
Mr. Vargas graduated from Harvard 
University with an AB, with honors, 
and from the University of California at 
Berkeley with a combined JD/MBA.

Henderson, Caverly, Pum & Trytten LLP
 
Katharine Davidson
Partner, Chair of International Private 
Client Practice
Tel: +1 (858) 755-3000 ext 154
kdavidson@hcesq.com
www.hcesq.com

PRIVATE CLIENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CALIFORNIA, US

Katharine Davidson is the chair 
of the Henderson, Caverly, Pum & 
Trytten LLP International Private 
Client Practice and a member of 
its Estate Planning and Taxation 
Groups. She practices in the 
San Diego and Los Angeles area 
offices. Ms Davidson has extensive 
experience representing high-net-
worth individuals and their closely 
held business interests and real 
property holdings in connection 
with domestic and international 
income, estate and gift tax 
planning, wealth and business 
succession planning.
Ms Davidson counsels foreign clients with 
respect to investments in the United States, 
pre-immigration planning, expatriation, the 
application of tax treaties, United States 
withholding obligations, offshore tax 
compliance, residency issues, and income, 
transfer tax and reporting obligations of 
aliens, both resident and non-resident, 
in the United States and California. She 
regularly advises United States entities 

and individuals who conduct business or 
own property abroad, and foreign persons 
who own property or conduct business in 
the United States.
She also handles tax controversy matters, 
representing clients in audits, appeals and 
appearances before the IRS and United 
States Tax Court, as well as state and local 
taxing authorities. Ms Davidson clerked for 
the Honourable Mary Ann Cohen of the 
United States Tax Court.
Ms Davidson received her law degree from 
Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, where she 
was Managing Editor of the Law Review 
and elected Order of the Coif. She received 
her bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Southern California, cum laude.
Ms Davidson is a frequent speaker and 
author on topics involving cross-border 
and domestic tax and estate planning.
Ms Davidson is the immediate past Chair 
of STEP USA and is a member of STEP 
Council. She received the 2020 Best 
Lawyers, Lawyer of the Year in Tax Law in 
San Diego.

International Private Client
The members of the International Private 
Client Group at Henderson, Caverly, 
Pum & Trytten LLP advise clients with 
international concerns, interests and 
holdings, with a focus on US citizens, 
non-US citizens and multinational families 
with property and rights in multiple 
jurisdictions. The International Private 
Client Group offers decades of experience 
in planning for complex cross-border trust 
and estate planning, tax, transactional 
and litigation matters. As international 
matters often require the marshalling 
and coordination of foreign resources in 
assessing risk and developing strategies, 
we are proud of our network of advisors 
throughout the world, which includes 
accountants, attorneys, financial planners, 
trust companies, fiduciaries and a host of 
other professionals.

Ms Davidson is a frequent speaker 
and author on topics involving 
cross-border and domestic tax and 
estate planning.
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Wiggin and Dana LLP

Mark Heaphy
Partner
Tel: +1-203-498-4356
mheaphy@wiggin.com
www.wiggin.com

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CONNECTICUT, US

Wiggin and Dana’s nationally recognized 
Outsourcing and Technology Practice 
Group serves global suppliers of business 
process, information technology, and 
other outsourced services. Our lawyers 
offer savvy, practical counsel and 
exemplary service at reasonable cost.
Few outside firms can match our depth of 
experience. Fewer still focus on suppliers, helping 
them to win good business, manage change and 
meet performance and compliance obligations. We 
know the market, the players (including leading 
intermediaries) and the interplay among service 
offerings, contract terms, revenues, risks and 
margins. We understand the challenges suppliers 
face and help our clients’ sales and delivery teams 
to build enduring, successful relationships with 
their customers.
In collaboration with the Privacy and Information 
Security Group, we help clients to comply with 
privacy and data security laws, manage and mitigate 
security risks, and respond to incidents in order 
to minimize potential exposure while preserving 
business relationships, reputations and goodwill.
Our Chambers-ranked transactional team helps  
global suppliers structure, negotiate, and document  
the full range of onshore, offshore and near-shore  
transactions, from initial pursuit through post- 
contract support and re-negotiation. Our  
experience ranges across many industries 
– biotechnology, bioinformatics, consumer 
products, energy, foods, financial services, 

insurance, health care, hospitality, pharmaceuticals, 
telecommunications and retail, among others – 
and encompasses the full range of outsourced 
services, including:
• Business Process Outsourcing. Finance 

and accounting, source-to-pay and procurement, 
call center, collections, mortgage processing, 
human resources, and other business functions.

• Information Technology Outsourcing. 
Robotics and automation, SAAS and cloud 
solutions, artificial intelligence, infrastructure 
management, workplace computing, network 
management, and help desk.

• Application Development and 
Maintenance. Software development, 
technical support, maintenance, production 
support, and other ongoing IT support services.

• Knowledge Process Outsourcing.  
R&D and development, data analytics, business 
and technical analysis, business and market 
research, biotechnology informatics, medical 
services, and training and learning solutions.

• Business Process Re-engineering. Strategic 
assessments, Six Sigma, Lean Sigma, and other 
business process improvement projects.

We work with our clients’ internal legal, business, 
and technical teams to understand their goals, 
business strategies, regulatory and compliance 
sensitivities. We deliver efficient, responsive 
advice across the full spectrum of supplier and 
developer activities, including:

• Best Practices. Creating best practices for 
business development and RFP responses, 
closely linked to compliance programs.

• Process Integration. Integrating contracts 
forms and processes with revenue recognition 
policies and financial reporting requirements.

• IP Management and Protection. 
Establishing intellectual property protection 
programs with customers, employees, 
contractors, and partners.

• Risk Management. Reviewing risk 
management policies.

• Solution Development. Supporting client 
teams in the development of contract documents 
and terms for novel service offerings.

• Offshore Strategy. Analyzing and 
implementing off-shore and near-shore 
business strategies.

• Dispute Resolution and Workouts. 
Resolving contractual and business disputes 
arising from technology-related business 
relationships.

• E-Business Ventures and Operations. 
Helping to create and execute go-to-market 
Internet and other electronic business strategies.

• IT Governance and Regulatory 
Compliance. Advising on compliance with 
legal and regulatory requirements related to 
privacy, data security, intellectual property, 
consumer protection, and export controls.

Artusa Law Firm
 
Santo V. Artusa, Jr.
Partner
Tel: +1 973-528-1805
artusalawfirmnj@gmail.com
www.topjerseycitydivorcelawyers.com

DIVORCE LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN NEW JERSEY, US

The Artusa Law Firm Team is 
dedicated to providing excellent 
legal representation in a wide 
variety of legal matters in New 
Jersey. If you face a divorce or 
other family matter, we are well-
versed in matrimonial and family 
law litigation. 

Whether you seek to file for divorce or 
have been served with divorce papers, 
our team is ready to help guide you 
through the family court process. If you 
have a child custody case, a child support 
application, are facing parenting time 
issues, post-divorce issues or have a 
domestic violence case in the New Jersey 
Family Court or Criminal Court, we are 
ready to help. We have tried, settled and 
negotiated complex family law, criminal 
law and Municipal-DWI matters all 
throughout the region.

Santo V. Artusa, Jr. has been featured on 
NBC for his expertise in legal matters, 
and is the owner and founder of Artusa 
Law Firm. Before he became an attorney 

in Jersey City, he learned how to fight 
and deal with the ups and downs of 
going through family law issues in 
family court and other legal matters. 
He personally knows it is not easy and 
requires determination, persistence, 
positive thinking, money and a lawyer to 
help you navigate the difficult family law, 
criminal law, divorce law and personal 
injury civil courts.

The firm’s goal is to provide the best 
legal representation for every case. 
Its expert advisers handle many 
different aspects of litigation, including 
annulments, personal injury cases, child 
custody, child support, restraining order 
matters, criminal law/criminal defense, 
landlord-tenant cases, civil litigation, 
estate planning and will creation.

Mr. Artusa has been selected as a Super 
Lawyer Rising Star and was rated 10 
out of 10 by Avvo. He is active in the 
community, serving as a volunteer 
attorney for the New Jersey State Bar 
Association Military Personnel and 

Veterans in New Jersey. He believes 
that the best way to give back to your 
community is not to write a check, but to 
get your boots on the ground and help.

A divorce or family law issue is never 
easy. As divorce lawyers and family law 
attorneys in Jersey City, we try our best to 
make it as easy as possible for you, but a 
divorce is a divorce, and family law issues 
can be draining and very difficult. Whether 
the divorce is in Jersey City / Hudson 
County Divorce Court, Hackensack, 
Newark, Westfield, Trenton, or on Mars,  
it can be a very tough time for people.

We at the Artusa Law Firm do the best 
we can to help individuals understand the 
process, what can be done, what can’t 
be done, and what is the best way to 
approach the issues at hand. We can help 
you whether your case is uncontested, 
amicable, contested or somewhere in 
between. We know how to handle divorce 
cases, file divorce papers, respond to 
divorce papers, and beyond.
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Vishnick McGovern Milizio LLP
 
James F. Burdi, Esq.
Partner
Tel: +1 212-759-3500
jburdi@vmmlegal.com
www.vmmlegal.com

TRUSTS AND ESTATES LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN NEW YORK, US

Vishnick McGovern Milizio is a 
full-service law firm providing legal 
counsel and representation in a 
variety of areas. Our highly skilled 
and experienced attorneys work 
collaboratively to provide legal 
solutions that are comprehensive, 
customized, and cost-effective.
Vishnick McGovern Milizio is ranked by 
Super Lawyers, which recognizes the top 
5% of attorneys, is rated AV Preeminent 
by the peer-reviewed Martindale-Hubbell, 
its highest rating, and was named the Top 
Boutique Firm by the Long Island Herald.
One out of four Americans are in charge 
of their family’s estate planning but say 
they’re not doing a good job of preparing, 
and 95% of people say they don’t have 
the financial expertise needed to create a 
plan on their own. Will, trust, and estate 
planning is a complicated field, and can 
be stressful considering the future of your 
family’s well-being depends on it.
Fortunately, you don’t need to go through 
the process by yourself. Our New York 
trust and estates attorneys have more 

than 50 years’ experience, helping families 
across the U.S. to protect their assets 
through comprehensive planning.
James F. Burdi, Esq. is a partner in 
Vishnick McGovern Milizio’s Trusts and 
Estates and Elder Law Practice Groups, 
concentrating in Trust and Estate Planning 
and Administration. He advises and assists 
clients in preparing both simple and 
complex estate plans, including aspects 
of tax planning, as well as planning for 
families with special needs. He also 
represents clients in probate proceedings, 
surrogate’s accountings and other matters 
involving trust and estate administration.
Before joining Vishnick McGovern Milizio 
in 2011, Mr. Burdi had his own firm in 
Garden City, New York, initially as a partner 
with Jack F. Burdi until 1983, and later as a 
sole practitioner. Earlier, he was employed 
as a title examiner and clearance officer by 
City Title Insurance Company.
Mr. Burdi is a member of the New York  
State and Nassau County Bar Associations. 
He is also former counsel to the Advisory 
Committee of the New York State Law 

Revision Commission for the Estates, 
Powers and Trusts Law and the Surrogate’s 
Court Procedure Act. Mr. Burdi is a past 
president and current member of the 
Columbian Lawyers Association of Nassau 
County and past president of the Catholic 
Lawyers Guild of the Diocese of Rockville 
Centre. In addition to these professional 
associations, he is a member of the Kiwanis 
Club of Garden City, where he served as 
president from (1999–2000) and the Society 
of Mutual Aid of Bitetto, in which he serves 
as a member of its council.

Mr. Burdi earned his Juris Doctor degree 
from St. John’s School of Law and is 
admitted to practice in New York State 
Courts and in the Federal Courts of the 
Eastern and Southern Districts of New 
York. He holds the highest (AV) peer 
review rating awarded for professional 
ability by Martindale-Hubbell. He is a 
frequent lecturer in continuing legal 
education at St. John’s School of Law and 
has addressed professional audiences and 
students on various legal topics.

KMA Zuckert LLC

Jonathon H. Foglia
Member/Partner
Tel: +1-202-973-7932
jfoglia@kmazuckert.com
www.kmazuckert.com

AIR TRANSPORT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN WASHINGTON DC, US

KMA Zuckert LLC (KMAZ) has 
a long record of strategically 
litigating for aviation entities 
and their insurers, and providing 
regulatory, transactional, 
commercial and tax counsel to  
a diverse base of clients, including 
airlines and other aviation 
businesses and aerospace entities. 

KMAZ is distinguished from its peers 
due to its nationally and internationally 
recognized expertise in the aviation 
and general transportation industries. 
The firm combines the dynamism 
and personal attention of a boutique 
practice with the diversity and 
sophistication of a major international 
practice, allowing us to achieve optimal 
results for clients around the world on 
a cost-effective basis.

Our demonstrated strengths are 
in the following aviation practice 

areas: litigation, both at the trial and 
appellate levels, including multi-
jurisdictional mass tort litigation; 
arbitration; regulation and compliance 
counseling; government investigations 
and enforcement; antitrust; aircraft 
transactions; and general corporate 
and business matters.   

KMAZ’s notable successes on behalf 
of its clients over the last year have 
included a major appellate litigation win 
upholding dismissal, under the forum 
non conveniens doctrine, of lawsuits in 
the U.S. arising from the disappearance 
of Malaysia Airlines Flight MH370; 
the negotiation of a series of airline 
alliance agreements; the issuance of 
authority for the first airline in the U.S. 
to operate the ATR-72 aircraft; and 
obtaining regulatory clearances with 
respect to the acquisition of one of 
the largest passenger charter airlines. 
These and other matters over the last 

year have set the firm apart as an 
influential leader in the aviation field.  

KMAZ’s client base ranges from Fortune 
500 companies to smaller entities 
and business upstarts. We regularly 
serve as counsel to airlines and other 
aircraft operators, aviation insurers, 
aircraft lessors, business jet owners, 
finance entities, airports, suppliers, 
fixed-base operators, manufacturers, 
tour operators and travel management 
companies. They recognize us for our 
deep expertise in aviation regulatory 
matters, whether compliance 
counseling, voluntary self-disclosures 
or enforcement cases, and for many 
clients we are a go-to firm for litigation.

KMAZ is distinguished from its 
peers due to its nationally and 
internationally recognized expertise.
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GDP growth in Emerging Asia, 
the 10 member countries of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations, China and India, was 
expected to come in at 6.1% in 
2019–23, fuelled by domestic 
demand. Southeast Asia’s growth 
would also remain strong at 5.2% 
over the same period, according to 
the OECD Development Centre’s 
2019 edition of the Economic 
Outlook for Southeast Asia, China 
and India.

However, after the onset of the 2020 
coronavirus pandemic, which technically 
originated in Wuhan, China in December 
2019, China’s Q1 growth was at 4.5%, 
the lowest since the 2008 financial crisis, 
according to data shared by Reuters and 
the World Economic Forum.

In the past few months, we have seen 
the economic ramifications of the 
pandemic broadening, and businesses 
are struggling to cope with lost revenue 
and disrupted supply chains due the 
shutdown of factories in China. There 
was also, obviously, significant loss of 
life, with many tragic deaths reported. 
Weeks after China imposed travel 
restrictions, Italy also enacted quarantine 
measures; New York City and the UK 
soon followed suit. On the 11th of March, 
some industries in Wuhan were informed 
that they could resume work, a day after 
Chinese President Xi Jinping visited the 
city following the initial outbreak.

China is the world’s second-largest 
economy, as well as the leading trading 
nation, and so economic tumult from the 
pandemic is also a threat to growth on 
a global scale. On the 2nd of March, the 
OECD warned of the dangers facing the 
world economy. In its Interim Economic 
Outlook, it cemented the notion that the 
pandemic is the most significant threat to 
the economy since the 2008 financial crisis.

China is the world’s largest oil importer, and 
with coronavirus (COVID-19) having such 
an impact on manufacturing and travel, 
the International Energy Agency (IEA) 
predicted the first drop in global oil demand 
in a decade. Indeed, on the 9th of March, 
oil prices lost as much as a third of their 
value, the most significant drop since the 
1991 Gulf War. Subsequently, on the 12th 
of March, markets declined even further 
as a result of President Trump’s decision to 
impose restrictions on travel from Europe.

“A World Health Organisation declaration 
of global emergency and US-EU traffic ban 
is dampening the global energy demand 
outlook, in conjunction with an intensified 
price war between Saudi and Russia,” said 
Margaret Yang, Market Analyst at CMC 
Markets in Singapore, to Reuters.

The US Federal Reserve and the Bank of 
England went on to drastically cut interest 
rates, but according to the World Economic 
Forum, with rates already at or close to 
historic lows, there is little further space 
for manoeuvre, and economists are still 
contemplating what additional measures 
may be necessary.

Bitcoin also lost more than 30% of its value 
in the five days to the 12th of March – as 
reported by Reuters – outpacing losses for 
stocks and oil.

Meanwhile, the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) predicted that the 
COVID-19 outbreak could cost airlines 
$113 billion in lost revenue. “The industry 
remains very fragile,” said Brian Pearce, 
IATA Chief Economist, to the Associated 
Press. “There are lots of airlines that have 
got relatively narrow profit margins and 
lots of debt, and this could send some 
into a very difficult situation.” Aside from 
the obvious detrimental effect on airlines, 
the UN’s International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) forecasts that Japan 
could lose $1.29 billion of tourism revenue 
in Q1 2020, while Thailand could record 
losses of approximately $1.15 billion.

A shortage of products and parts from 
China has affected companies around the 
world; moreover, the global pharmaceutical 
industry braced for further delays to its 
production – and many key conventions, 
shows and sporting events around the 
globe have faced postponements.

It was announced in March that BioNTech 
SE and Shanghai Fosun Pharmaceutical 
(Group) Co., Ltd were developing a 
commercial collaboration to advance 
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BioNTech’s mRNA vaccine candidate 
BNT162 in China for the prevention of 
COVID-19 infections. Under the terms of 
the agreement, the two companies were 
working jointly on the development of 
BNT162 to conduct clinical trials in China. 
“We see this collaboration as an important 
step in our global effort to expedite the 
development of our mRNA vaccine to 
prevent COVID-19 infection. Fosun Pharma 
shares our commitment to move rapidly 
to address the COVID-19 outbreak and 
brings deep development experience and 
an extensive network in the pharmaceutical 
market in China,” said Founder and CEO of 
BioNTech, Ugur Sahin, M.D.

Wu Yifang, President and CEO of Fosun 
Pharma, stated: “A potential pandemic 
requires a collective effort, and both 
companies are passionate about 
contributing to the fight against the current 
coronavirus outbreak. We are excited to 
collaborate with BioNTech, one of the 
leading companies worldwide in the mRNA 
field. Our shared objective is to develop a 
vaccine against the coronavirus and to be 
able to rapidly manufacture a vaccine to 
turn the tide of COVID-19 infection.”

Under the terms of the agreement, Fosun 
Pharma is making an equity investment 
of USD 50 million (EUR 44 million) for 
1,580,777 ordinary shares in BioNTech, 
subject to execution of share subscription 
documentation and approval from 
regulatory authorities in China.

On Tuesday the 7th of April, the BBC 
reported that China had recorded no new 
coronavirus deaths, the first time since it 
began publishing daily numbers in January, 
suggesting that China may have made 
good progress in flattening its curve of 
infection. The National Health Commission 
stated that it had 32 confirmed cases, 
down from 39 on the Monday. It came as 
the government came under some scrutiny 
as to whether its numbers were under-
reported. The government noted that more 
than 3,331 people had died, and 81,740 
had been confirmed as infected. On the 
previous Wednesday, China had ended 
its lockdown of Wuhan. However, there 
remained concern that a second wave of 
infections could be brought in by foreign 
arrivals. The country had already closed 
its border, and international flights had 
been reduced as a further precautionary 
measure.

Looking ahead – to prospects beyond 
the pandemic – maximising opportunities 
related to technology in financial services, 
strengthening export performance amid 
rising protectionism and mitigating natural 
disaster risks remain challenges to the 
Asian continent’s fiscal performance; 
but new challenges, including the 
aforementioned effects of the pandemic, 
have no doubt thrown economic forecasts 
into disarray.

Smart transportation systems have been a 
priority for a while in Emerging Asia. They 
aim to provide innovative services relating 
to different modes of transport and traffic 
management, and enable users to become 
better informed and make safer, more 
coordinated and smarter use of transport 

networks. Progress has been achieved in 
recent years thanks to regional initiatives; 
however, for many cities in the region, 
there still remains room for improvement – 
although it may not be considered as much 
of a priority at the present moment.

A combination of policies focusing on 
travellers’ transportation decisions is 
instrumental. Expanding and upgrading 
public transportation systems would help 
handle the growing transportation demand 
without large increases in the use of private 
motor vehicles. The rising demand for 
private transportation could be contained 
by developing price-based and non-price-
based policies further. Increased use of 
technologies and innovations can make 
traffic management more efficient.

“The main risks to continued robust growth 
include an escalation in protectionism, 
heightened financial market turbulence, and 
their interaction with domestic fiscal and 
financial vulnerabilities,” said Sudhir Shetty, 
World Bank Chief Economist for the East 
Asia and Pacific region. “In this context of 
rising risks, developing EAP economies 
need to utilise the full range of available 
macroeconomic, prudential and structural 
policies to smooth external shocks and 
raise potential growth rates.”

“While companies are searching for 
ways to avoid tariffs, it will be difficult for 
countries in developing East Asia and the 
Pacific to replace China’s role in global 
value chains in the short-term due to 
inadequate infrastructure and small scales 
of production,” commented Andrew Mason, 
World Bank Lead Economist for East Asia 
and the Pacific.
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Sydney Criminal Lawyers
 
Ugur Nedim
Principal
Tel: +61 2 9261 8881
info@sydneycriminallawyers.com.au
www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au

CRIMINAL DEFENCE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRALIA

Sydney Criminal Lawyers (SCL) is 
a Sydney-based specialist criminal 
defence firm providing advice and 
representation for all criminal, 
traffic and drug-related matters.
Sydney Criminal Lawyers was the first firm 
to introduce “fixed fee” arrangements for 
a range of common Local Court matters, 
including guilty pleas where a matter 
proceeds straight to sentence, defended 
hearings, severity appeals, licence appeals, 
bail applications, mental health (section 32 
applications) and dangerous dog matters.
Ugur Nedim, Principal at the firm, has a 
distinguished career as an exceptional 
criminal defence lawyer and has been 
recognised by the Law Society of NSW as 
an Accredited Criminal Law Specialist since 
2005.
Mr Nedim commenced his criminal 
defence career in 1992 as a law clerk with 
specialist criminal law firm Brezniak Neil-
Smith and Co, under the mentorship of 
legendary criminal defence lawyer Angus 
Neil-Smith.
He excelled academically – completing a 
combined Bachelor of Laws / Bachelor of 

Arts degree, then a Graduate Diploma in 
Legal Practice and finally a Master of Laws 
degree at Sydney University achieving a 
rare “high distinction” grade average.
He commenced practising as a courtroom 
criminal defence lawyer in late 1998, 
independently representing clients in a 
range of criminal & traffic cases.
He started “Nedim Lawyers – Criminal 
Defence Specialists” in 2001, which later 
became “Sydney Criminal Lawyers”.
Mr Nedim has represented clients in some 
of Australia’s highest profile and most 
difficult criminal cases, including:
• Australia’s largest ever heroin importation 

trial, which involved the importation of 
over 600 kg of heroin; all three clients 
found “not guilty”;

• Over two dozen murder & manslaughter 
trials, including many arising from the 
“gangland wars” in Western Sydney;

• Over 100 serious criminal trials 
including dozens of sexual assault trials, 
commercial drug trials, complex fraud 
trials, grievous bodily harm, robbery, 
detain for advantage, intent to murder, 
dangerous driving occasioning death, 

proceeds of crime and various other  
trial matters;

• Representing companies and individuals 
for allegations of corporate crime and 
investigations, anti-money-laundering, 
bribery and other forms of corruption, 
fraud and “white collar” crime;

• Protecting client interests in all types 
of courts and tribunals, including ICAC, 
Crime Commission & Coroner’s Court;

• Successful Appeals at every level – from 
the Local Court, to hundreds in the 
District & Supreme Courts (including 
NSWCCA) all the way up to the High 
Court of Australia.

Today, Mr Nedim focuses on serious and 
complex crime, with a special emphasis on 
corporate crime and investigations, large-
scale fraud, commercial drug importation 
and supply, and murder/manslaughter 
cases.

His high-quality work is consistently praised 
by magistrates, judges and clients alike.

CRIMINAL DEFENCE LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRALIA - VICTORIA

Over 30 years’ 
court experience 
PROVEN RESULTS
For inspiration during the 
coronavirus, watch Michael’s 
award-winning show,  
“Tough Times”:  
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCFIGDTiU0R-G0T4q51L6Udw

Trusted legal expert  
on national TV 
ON TV FOR OVER 25 YEARS
Multi-award-winning 
motivational speaker, TV 
presenter, legal commentator 
and one of the best-known 
criminal defence lawyers.

Michael Kuzilny has a proven track 
record of outstanding results and 
a long list of happy clients. Most 
importantly, MK LAW provides 
a first-class and authentic legal 
representation at very affordable rates.

MK LAW provides genuine, caring 
and powerful court representation. 
You won’t find any big egos or social 
masks here. We do our very best 
with every case to achieve the best 
outcome for you, so you can move on 
with your life without the stress of a 
criminal prosecution hanging over 
your head.

We also realize it is not about us, but 
it is about you!

Michael Kuzilny Represents Clients in 
all Courts

Michael Kuzilny 
Barrister & Solicitor LLB (Honours)
PA: +61 (0)1800 130 120
Mob: +61 (0)415 557 011
www.mklawfirm.com.au
Level 1, 284 Bay Street
BRIGHTON VIC 3184
•  Melbourne
•  Geelong
•  Frankston
•  Dandenong
•  Ringwood
•  Broadmeadows
•  Heidelberg
•  Sunshine
•  Moorabbin
•  County Court of Victoria
•  And all other Victorian country  

and interstate courts!

Melbourne Traffic & Criminal Defence Lawyers

www.youtube.com/channel/UCFIGDTiU0R-G0T4q51L6Udw
www.youtube.com/channel/UCFIGDTiU0R-G0T4q51L6Udw
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Global Law Office 

Xin Zhang 
Partner 
Tel: +86 10 6584 6676
zhangxin@glo.com.cn 
www.glo.com.cn

BANKING & FINANCE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHINA

Global Law Office (GLO) is a 
leading full-service law firm in 
China, providing premium legal 
services to multinational and 
Chinese clients in a wide range 
of cross-border and domestic 
transactions and dispute 
resolution matters.

As the first law firm in China, Global Law 
Office was established in 1984 under 
the auspices of China Council for the 
Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT) 
and was subsequently converted to a 
private partnership in early 2001. Back 
in 1979, Global Law Office was initially 
established as the Legal Counsel Office 
of CCPIT. Since its establishment, the 
firm has provided services for numerous 
high-profile cross-border and domestic 
transactions and dispute resolution 
matters which set precedents in China. 
Today, with more than 450 lawyers 
practising in Beijing, Shanghai and 
Shenzhen offices in China, Global Law 
Office has become a leading Chinese 
law firm providing comprehensive quality 
legal services to clients worldwide.

Xin Zhang graduated from Xiamen 
University (Bachelor and Master of Law) 
and London University (LL.M and Ph.D. 
in Law). He is qualified as a PRC lawyer 
(1996) and an English solicitor (2004). He is 
now a senior partner at Global Law Office.

He provides legal services for Chinese 
and international banks and investors in 
relation to banking and finance, corporate 
investment and the related commercial 
dispute resolution, with an extensive 
coverage of financing, energy and real 
estate sectors.

He has also advised on a number of 
overseas investment and financing 
transactions by Chinese investors 
and financial institutions pertaining 
to natural resources, power and 
infrastructure projects. 

Dr Zhang has recently been working on 
a number of arbitration and court cases, 
acting for Chinese and foreign clients 
in front of Chinese and international 
arbitration tribunals and courts, involving 
the areas of international trade, 
shipbuilding, leasing, financial product 
and investment disputes.

He has profound knowledge and 
experiences in the legal and regulatory 
regime, financial product innovations and 
market development for the China inter-
bank market. He serves as a member of 
the NAFMII Financial Derivatives Experts 
Committee, Trading Committee and 
Legal Committee, and has been awarded 
as the Leading Lawyer in PRC Banking 
and Finance and PRC Securitisation 
& Derivatives by Chambers Global, 
Chambers Asia: Asia’s Leading Lawyers 
for Business, Asia Legal 500, IFLR and 
Asialaw Profiles over the years.

Dr Zhang noted: “We are committed 
to offering clients quality and efficient 
services that are tailored to their needs. 
We deliver not only sound legal advice 
but also practical solutions to clients’ 
specific issues.

“With a combination of profound 
Chinese legal and business knowledge 
and international expertise, we are 
specialised in advising legal matters 
that require excellent language skills, 
extensive practical experience and 
exceptional sophistication.”

Wintell & Co

Paul Zhou 
Managing Partner
Tel: +86 21 6854 4599
paul.zhou@wintell.cn
en.wintell.cn/pc/professional_detail.aspx?id=119

AVIATION LIABILITY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHINA

Wintell & Co is a full-service law 
firm headquartered in Shanghai and 
has offices in Guangzhou, Haikou, 
Ningbo, Tianjin and Zhoushan. 
Since its establishment in 2005, 
the firm has grown rapidly into a 
worldwide legal service provider 
through its capabilities in China, 
membership with the Sino-Global 
Legal Alliance, joint operation office 
with Holman Fenwick Willan LLP in 
the Shanghai Pilot Free Trade Zone, 
and collaborations with prestigious 
international law firms such as 
Hogan Lovells.
Wintell & Co has built up reputations 
in antitrust and competition, banking 
and finance, capital markets, corporate 
and commerce, cross-border dispute 
resolution and intellectual property. Its 
dedicated professionals – 55 partners 
and 102 associates – many of whom are 
foreign-educated and trained, specialising 
in sectors of aviation, construction, 
insurance, labour and employment, 
maritime and shipping, and real estate.

Managing Partner Paul Zhou noted: “It 
takes a firm like ours with strong leadership 
and demonstrable expertise and experience 
to strive in this ever-changing world. We 
are committed to delivering results and 
providing quality services to clients in 
major developed and emerging economies. 
We maintain a proud record of success 
at different levels of the judicial process 
and various stages of arbitral proceeding. 
In collaborating with local law firms in 
France, Hong Kong, India, Korea, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Russia, the UK and the US, 
Wintell & Co has established a global 
presence to best provide our clients with 
efficient solutions.”
In 2019, the firm strengthened its 
relationships with current clients and 
partners, and continued to expand 
its services in representing domestic 
and international businesses in cross-
border disputes and transactions. 
Various professional ranking guides have 
recommended Wintell & Co’s teams and 
attorneys, including Asian Legal Business, 
Chambers, China Business Law Journal 
and the Legal 500.

Mr Zhou added: “In recent years, we have 
actively expanded our capacity in the aviation 
sector and have since obtained a team of 
experts with profound understandings and 
experiences dealing with the relevant laws 
and regulations, and insights of the latest 
industrial developments.
“We are currently representing and assisting 
several reputable airline companies and 
aircraft manufacturers, and our top-rated 
aviation practice has drawn clients such 
as manufacturers of commercial non-
passenger aircrafts and drones to seek our 
expertise. Our attorneys have proven skills 
in handling matters involving aircraft sale, 
subleasing and financing, compliance and 
regulation, complex disputes in commercial 
contracts and insurance, and general 
aviation operations and crew management.
“We are living in a world with constant 
challenges and competitions – be ready 
and ahead with Wintell & Co.”

Various professional ranking guides 
have recommended Wintell & Co’s 
teams and attorneys.
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Luther Law Offices 

Shao Wanlei, Philip Lazare
Partner(s) 
Tel: +86 21 50106599, +86 21 50106585
shaowanlei@cn.luther-lawfirm.com
philip.lazare@cn.luther-lazare.com
www.luther-lawfirm.com/en/competences/ 
corporate-services/detail/china

CHINA-GERMANY CORPORATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHINA

Luther Shanghai provides a 
complete range of legal services 
in China. It is closely linked 
with Luther’s other Asian offices 
as well as with the offices in 
Germany, where Luther is based. 
The Shanghai office grew from a 
core team of professionals that 
has been active in the market for 
two decades. All of the Shanghai 
lawyers have overseas experience, 
but are deeply steeped in local 
legal practice. There is also a small 
number of foreign lawyers who 
create a bridge between different 
legal cultures.

Luther’s work for its clients in China 
ranges from market entry, joint venture 
arrangements, complex M&A deals to 
the restructuring of businesses and the 
occasional exit. Luther’s clients have a 
strong manufacturing tilt, particularly in 
the automotive and machinery sector, 
but the firm has seen strong growth 
with its service sector clients, such as 
IT service companies. Businesses in 

China face a whole set of challenges: a 
high-powered competitive environment, 
an ever-tightening regulatory framework 
(think: environment, cybersecurity, 
taxes, etc), but also a tendency to rely 
on informal problem-solving rather than 
the “traditional” rule-of-law institutions. 
The lawyers at Luther have a keen 
understanding of this complex space. 
Clients trust the firm’s ability to gauge risk, 
but keep eyes on the ball. 

Luther believes that, with the right setup 
and management of risk, foreign-owned 
companies can benefit not only from a 
huge customer base, but also from the 
transformative power of operating and 
thriving in a market characterized by speed 
and innovation like no other. Sound legal 
planning is an important part of today’s 
China strategy, and Luther wishes to share 
its skill and experience for this effort.

A modern law firm needs to have both 
project management capability and expert 
knowledge in key areas. Luther has deep 
resources in most industries and practice 
areas that are important for its clients, EU 

and US-based multinationals. It can be 
relied on for the basics – corporate, tax & 
employment – but also for myriad other 
disciplines, including local distribution, 
product licensing and certification, 
financial services regulation, cybersecurity 
and data privacy, intellectual property and 
licensing, unfair competitive practices, 
and real estate. Clients can use these 
resources to protect their interests and 
build a compliance system on a par with 
their home-country operations. 

Luther has noticed an uptick in litigation 
activity and has recently reinforced its 
dispute resolution practice.

With the current economic crisis unfolding 
on a global scale, Luther’s partners are 
keenly aware that their clients will not 
be spared. Many of them are currently 
discussing contingency plans and ways 
to reduce cost which could impact fee 
income in 2020. As during the “Great 
Financial Crisis” of 2008/2009, the firm 
believes that this is a time to stand by  
its clients.

Jia Yuan Law Offices

YAN Yu 
Founding Partner
Tel: +86 10 6641 3377
yanyu@jiayuan-law.com
www.jiayuan-law.com

EDITORS’ CHOICE - M&A LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHINA

Jia Yuan is a full-service law firm 
specializing in the practice of 
capital market, M&A, financing and 
cross-border transactions. Since 
foundation over a decade ago, Jia 
Yuan has been operating under an 
effective and efficient corporate-
style governance structure, 
supported by seamless and highly 
collaborative teamwork. 
Jia Yuan has represented over one 
thousand different types of enterprises 
(including more than 10 Fortune 500 
companies and dozens of China’s Top 
500 companies) for their IPOs, asset 
restructuring, M&A, investments, and 
other transactions, many of which have 
far-reaching influences or have been 
recognized as innovative cases in the 
legal market. Jia Yuan is well known in the 
legal community for its overall high-quality 
and strong professional competence, its 
excellence in solving highly challenging 
projects and difficult problems, as well as 
the capability to serve large- or super-large-
size enterprises.

Mergers and Acquisitions
Acquisitions and restructuring of companies 
is one of the core practices of Jia Yuan, 
covering both the services related to public-
listed companies, including acquisition of 
listed companies, major asset restructuring, 
merger by way of absorption, backdoor 
listing, etc; as well as services related to 
private companies in their commercial 
mergers and acquisitions, etc.
Generally, acquisition and restructuring of 
listed companies are subject to the China 
Securities Regulatory Commission and Stock 
Exchange’s approvals. Jia Yuan is familiar with 
all the rules and regulations applied to such 
acquisitions and restructuring promulgated 
by the aforementioned approval authorities 
and departments and their supervising and 
administrative approach. We are able to 
cooperate with financial advisors to design the 
most feasible transactional structures to obtain 
the authorities’ approvals. We are willing to 
share and contribute our good communication 
channels with securities regulatory authorities 
and other competent departments, which are 
built upon so many years’ practice, to facilitate 

clients and financial advisors with respect to 
all of the communications with the competent 
authorities on a timely and necessary basis for 
the completion of projects. The acquisitions 
and restructuring of public-listed companies 
are subject to complicated procedures, 
preparation of numerous legal documents 
and extremely tight schedules. Based on our 
rich practical experience and entire offices’ 
cooperative working approach, we commit 
our services to be completed in a high-quality 
manner and strict compliance with the 
schedule. 
In commercial M&A, lawyers are required to 
be equipped with a background of solid legal 
knowledge and rich practical experience, 
as well as deep understanding of finance 
and tax rules. Having participated in a high 
quantity of commercial M&A projects and 
accumulated rich experience during a long-
term practice – and having been awarded 
many honors with excellence – we are 
capable of combining legal, financial, and 
taxation knowledge to provide clients with 
the services of: designing transactional 
structures, and participating in all kinds  
of negotiations.
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CROSS BORDER INVESTMENT LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN CHINA

Grandway Law Offices

Liguo Zhang
Chief Partner
Tel: +8610 8800 4488
zhangliguo@grandwaylaw.com
www.grandwaylaw.com

Founded in 1994, Grandway Law 
Offices (Grandway) has become 
a large leading law firm with 
high professionalism in China 
through 20 years of steady 
development. Headquartered in 
Beijing, Grandway has branch 
offices in Shanghai, Shenzhen, 
Chengdu, Xi’an and Hong Kong. 
Currently, it employs more than 
400 lawyers and professionals.

Grandway possesses a high degree 
of professionalism and especially 
features in the capital market sector 
involving securities. Simultaneously, 
Grandway is positioned as a leader in 
many practice areas, such as bank and 
non-bank financing, investment and 
financing, intellectual property, dispute 
resolution, etc. Grandway emphasises 
professional service quality, with its 
professional competence being not 
only demonstrated by the experience 
of providing a whole process of 
legal service in many areas under 
the specialised division of work, but 
also being embodied by the overall 
customised legal support provided by a 
comprehensive legal service for clients.

Grandway established the core 
system of securities business in 
2008. The firm has a special core 
Committee, core convener group, core 
preliminary reviewer group and core 
office. Each project is audited by the 
core convener and core preliminary 
reviewer, respectively. The core 
system is also an effective system for 
training young lawyers.

When asked how the firm is 
distinguished from its competitors, 
Chief Partner Liguo Zhang noted 
that Grandway adheres to a “highly 
specialised, moderately diversified” 
approach. In 2005, post-restructuring, 
Grandway became a boutique law 
firm focusing on capital market legal 
business, which was a relatively small 
market sector, demanding investment 
and focus. Mr Zhang explained: “In 
recent years, with the development 
of early service customers and the 

diversification of customer demand, 
business areas related to the 
capital market area, such as dispute 
resolution, construction engineering 
and real estate, intellectual property 
and other businesses are also booming 
in Guofeng.”

By the end of 2018, Grandway had 
cultivated a strong team of legal service 
experts in the capital market sector, and 
ranked among the top 30 Chinese law 
firms in terms of both total revenue and 
per capita revenue.

Several partners of Grandway have 
served or are serving as members of 
the issuance Review Committee of the 
CSRC, the merger and reorganisation 
Review Committee of listed 
companies, the science and Technology 
Innovation Board Stock Listing 
Committee of the Shanghai Stock 
Exchange, the Listing Committee 
of the Shanghai Stock Exchange, 
the bond Expert Committee of the 
Shanghai Stock Exchange, the Listing 
Committee of the Shenzhen Stock 
Exchange, and Beijing and Shanghai 
Arbitrators of arbitration committees 
of major financial centre cities, such 
as Shenzhen and Guangzhou. At the 
same time, many partner lawyers 
participated in the drafting and revision 
of rules, normative documents and 
business rules of the China Securities 
Regulatory Commission, the Shanghai 
and Shenzhen Stock Exchange, 
relevant departments, and contributed 
to the legal construction of China’s 
capital market.

Grandway has also established a set 
of effective talent introduction and 
training modes. According to Mr 
Zhang, legal experts in the field of 
capital market should not only have 
rich legal knowledge, but also have a 
clear understanding of all aspects of 
knowledge related to the company’s 
operation. “They also need to be able to 
face different enterprises and problems, 
like the old traditional Chinese 
medicine, so as to serve different 
people and symptoms.”

Regarding the firm’s recent 
achievements, in 2019 Grandway 
achieved the results of 13 IPOs, 10 
IPOs, 12 refinancing meetings and two 
M&A meetings. With its extraordinary 
performance in the capital market, 
Grandway has been granted honours 
by national and global legal rating 
agencies. For example, Chambers 
awarded Grandway as a leading 
firm in M&A as well as in domestic 
capital market issuing. Moreover, 
LEGALBAND awarded Grandway as 
‘Yearly best Securities and Capital 
Market: domestic issuing law firms’, 
‘Chinese top law firms: Capital 
Market in domestic issuing’ and ‘Top 
10 domestic listed legal advisers of 
Chinese enterprises in 2019 (supported 
by VC / PE) of Qingke group’.

In accordance with its plans for the 
coming months, Mr Zhang said 
Grandway has promoted the reform of 
moderate diversification of the firm’s 
business actively, and steadily, with the 
concept of developing Grandway into a 
centennial law firm.

He added: “The concept of ‘building 
a centennial law firm, developing 
the moderately diversified business’, 
which I have advocated, has attracted 
a large number of excellent partners 
to join Grandway. In 2017, a batch 
of partner lawyers in Shanghai, who 
have enjoyed a high reputation in the 
fields of real estate, dispute resolution 
and cross-border legal services, 
joined Grandway with their teams, 
becoming partners and international 
business consultants of Grandway. 
Based on this, our firm can use the 
capital market as a business axis to 
offer leading legal services in areas of 
real estate, construction projects and 
dispute resolution – to provide a whole 
industry chain and one-stop high-
quality legal ‘shop’ in the capital market 
sector. At the same time, Grandway 
can additionally provide a global legal 
guarantee for the cross-border legal 
business of domestic and overseas 
customers, especially under the policy 
of ‘One Belt and One Road’.”
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHINA

AnJie Law Firm

Nick (Qing Hui) Liu
Partner
Tel: +86 10 8567 2953;  
+86 10 133 1128 1587 
liuqinghui@anjielaw.com
www.anjielaw.com/en/professional/728.html

AnJie Law Firm was founded 
by a group of lawyers who 
aspired to be entrepreneurs in 
the fast-growing Chinese legal 
market through high-quality 
service to international and 
domestic clients.

Today, the firm is home to some 300 
attorneys and staff members, located 
in Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen and 
Hong Kong, offering services in a wide 
range of practice areas, encompassing: 
IP, antitrust, litigation and arbitration, 
corporate, private equity deals and 
cross-border merger & acquisitions. 
We also have rich experience in the 
chemical, telecoms, mobile technology, 
consumer electronics, auto, food, 
energy, pharmaceutical and medical 
device sectors.

The firm stands out for its unique 
capability in handling high-stake 
complex contentious matters. We 
have a strong government policy 
practice, enabling us to devise multi-
dimensional solutions for clients 
to actively engage with Chinese 
authorities/courts and resolve 
challenging issues in China. 

Notably, the firm has won wide 
recognition from major ranking 
organizations, such as Chambers 
Asia Pacific, the Legal 500, Asian 
Legal Business, Legalband, Managing 
Intellectual Property, IAM Patent 1000 
and World Trademark Review 1000.  

About the IP Team

The AnJie IP team has rich and 
strong experience in advising 
multinational and domestic clients 
on patent litigations, trade secrets, 
standard essential patents, trademark 
litigations, copyright litigations, 
data-related disputes, licensing, 
entertainment and sports-law-related 
IP issues.

The team has a national litigating 
practice in the major IP courts in 
China. The lawyers increasingly 
represent clients in retrials before the 
Supreme Court. In addition, major 

telecoms clients now regularly use 
AnJie as its key counsels in China, 
for patent and antitrust advices. 
Emerging China tech companies in 
medical devices and Internet sectors, 
as well as pop brands, come to our 
team for high-stake litigations. A few 
members of our team were former 
IP judges, who allow us to have 
tremendous insights into the way 
of Chinese judiciary, and practically 
speaking, allow us to run mock trials 
close to the real court experience. 
Further, our access to reliable private 
investigation and government 
relationship and advocacy service also 
prove critical to obtain.

As noted, the team has been 
consecutively recognized as a top-tier 
IP firm by Chambers, the Legal 500, 
Managing Intellectual Property, World 
Trademark Review, IAM Patent 1000 
and Asian Legal Business. This is 
an unprecedented accomplishment 
given the youth of the law firm. 

About Nick (Qing Hui) Liu

Nick (Qing Hui) Liu has more than 
15 years’ experience in Chinese 
intellectual property practice for 
clients at home and abroad. His 
practice areas include, but are not 
limited to, intellectual property, 
litigation & arbitration, as well as 
antitrust. He serves many Fortune 
500 companies, including Qualcomm 
and AstraZeneca.

Prior to his private practice, Dr. Liu 
served as an IP judge of Beijing 
High People’s Court for 10 years. 
He has tried more than 2000 IP 
cases, covering administrative cases 
related to patent re-examination, 
patent invalidation, trademark re-
examination, trademark invalidation 
and civil cases including infringement 
disputes on invention patents, utility 
model patents, design patents, 
trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets, 
IP ownership disputes and trade 
secret cases, many of which have 
brought profound and tremendous 
influence to the IP field. 

Dr. Liu has led the IP team in 
handling many high-profile IP 
litigation cases, such as Qualcomm 
v. Apple, AstraZeneca v. PRB, among 
others. He recently led the team 
in representing AstraZeneca in 
the patent administrative litigation 
procedures of its novel compound 
patent comprising ticagrelor, and 
successfully persuaded the court 
of second instance to reverse the 
first-instance decision (AstraZeneca 
v. Patent Re-examination Board case). 
This is a milestone case of recent 
years for chemical-compound-related 
inventions, and was rated as one of 
the 50 Typical Intellectual Property 
Cases in the Year of 2018.

Dr. Liu has also published three 
academic monographs, titled: 
“Guideline for Patent Infringement 
Litigation in China”, “Application of 
the Law on Invention/Utility Model 
Administrative Lawsuits – Rules and 
Cases” and “Liability of Internet 
Service Providers on Indirect 
Intellectual Property Infringement”, 
spanning 2017 to 2019. These books 
serve as invaluable guidance for 
resolving IP-related issues. Dr. Liu 
has also authored a great number of 
journal articles and essays.

Moreover, Dr. Liu has been invited to 
give keynote speeches on courses/
seminars organized inside and 
outside of the courts, including the 
Beijing Patent Attorneys Association, 
Beijing Lawyers Association, and 
other institutions. The speeches 
cover such diverse topics as Patent 
Administrative Litigation Practices 
and Issues; Rules and Cases of 
Determining Patent Infringement; 
Understanding and Application of 
the Beijing High People’s Court’s 
“Determination Guideline of Patent 
Infringement 2017”; and Explanation 
of Patent Claims, as well as other 
courses. All have been well received.

Prior to his private practice, Dr. Liu 
served as an IP judge of Beijing High 
People’s Court for 10 years.
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IP LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHINA

We believe that the best legal solutions for any of our clients’ IP issues  
is to establish an integrated brand strategy by “Know What You Have”, 
“Tell What You Want” and “Do What You Can”.

HongFang Law (HFL) partners have been practicing 
IP law for more than 20 years with a common goal of 
providing the best tailor-made solutions for clients. 
HFL’s top priority is the commitment to clients and 
stakeholders, together with the maintenance of 
a high standard of service quality. HFL practices 
through different entities integrated with our law firm, 
including an IP consulting firm and IP consulting Co. 
ltd., covering the Chinese nation with our resources 
from Shanghai, Guangzhou and Beijing.

We include in our portfolio both Fortune 500 enterprises 
or reputable SMEs or individual inventors in the sectors: 
Automotive, Chemistry, Communications & Marketing, 
Construction, Food & Beverages, Petroleum & Energy 
Technologies, Information Technologies, Materials 
& Manufacturing, Pharmaceuticals, Software & 
E-commerce, Sporting Goods, Web-Based Technologies.

We focus on legal solutions for IP matters as our key 
practice, and we assist clients with other legal issues 

derivatively, primarily: Trademark & Patent Acquisition, 
Copyright Registration, Domain Name Acquisition 
& Arbitration, Customs Recordation & Prosecution, 
Administrative & Criminal Prosecution, Administrative & 
Civil Litigation, Licensing & Transaction Support, Legal 
Risk Assessment & Advice, Contracts & Advertisement.

Our partners, Mr. Zhang Xu, Ms. Tiger Zhao, Ms. Irene 
Zeng, Ms. Nikita Xue, Mr. Eric Su and Mr. Kevin Xu, 
are using their profound experience in order to support 
the firm and push us forward into the new variable IP 
landscape in China.

• “Notable Firm” by WTR 1000 2020

• “Notable Firm” by Asia Law Profiles 2020

• “Notable Practitioner” Asialaw Leading Lawyers 2020, 
Mr. Zhang Xu

• WTR1000 Ranked individuals, Mr. Eric Su,  
Mr. Xu Zhang, Ms. Nikita Xue

HongFang Law (HFL)
Mr. Zhang Xu
Managing Partner
Tel: +86 021-62581929
shanghai@hongfanglaw.com
www.hongfanglaw.com
Suite #2703, 27/F, United power International Plaza, 
No.1158 Jiangning Road, Shanghai 200060, China

Hui Ye Law Firm

Dong Wu
Senior Partner, Vice Director  
and Member of National Managing Committee
Tel: +(86 21) 5237 0950 – 8004
wudong@huiyelaw.com
www.huiyelaw.com

M&A LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN CHINA

Hui Ye is a leading comprehensive 
law firm with a strong reputation 
in commercial legal services. Hui 
Ye has won many awards: ALB 
Asia Pacific Top 50 Law Firms, 
ALB China Top 30 Law Firms, and 
Shanghai Outstanding Law Firm. 
Its headquarters is in Shanghai and 
has set up 22 offices globally, such 
as Beijing, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, 
Hong Kong, and Los Angeles.

Dong Wu graduated from the 
Northwestern University School of Law, 
obtaining an LLM degree. Having provided 
legal services in corporate and M&A for 24 
years, he is considered a senior expert in 
the field.

Mr. Wu also has extraordinary influence 
in the legal industry. He is a member of 
the Corporate Law Committee of the 
All China Lawyers Association and has 
been selected as the Vice Chairman of 
the Company Law Research Committee 
of the Shanghai Bar Association for 
12 consecutive years. He is also an 
adjunct professor at the East China 

University of Political Science and Law, 
an arbitrator of the Shanghai Arbitration 
Commission, a mediator of the China 
Council for Promotion of International Trade 
and ICC China, Director of the Shanghai 
Shareholding and Securities Research 
Association, the perennial legal counsel of 
the Shanghai Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants, and Independent Director of 
TianYu Eco-Enviroment Co.,Ltd (stock code 
in Shanghai Stock Exchange: 603717).

Moreover, Mr. Wu has provided 
legal services for many multinational 
companies, such as Pepsi, American 
Standard, Tetra Pak, Lafarge, White Cat, 
Founder, Unified Enterprise, the Paper, 
China Eastern Airlines, China Great Wall 
Assets, People’s Insurance Company of 
China, and China Hi-Tech, etc. They all 
highly praise Mr. Wu’s professionalism  
and devotion to clients.

In recent years, he has handled many 
significant transactions. These include: 
China Eastern Airlines, China Mobile, 
Bank of China, China UnionPay, and 
China Construction Bank to set up a 

joint venture establishing points alliance 
project in the BVI, Hong Kong, and 
Shanghai; Shanghai WhiteCat transferring 
equities to SHutchison Whampoa and 
establishing a JV company with 1 billion 
yuan; Uni-President China acquiring equity 
of Shanghai Huiyuan; Guangming Food 
(Group) selling 30% of the stocks of Gillette 
(Shanghai) to P&G at the price of CNY 1.8 
billion; Eastern Airlines acquiring the equity 
of Shanghai International Airport Hotel from 
a Japanese company; and Eastern Airlines 
– issuing CNY 10.3 billion corporate bonds, 
KRW 180 billion, SGD 500 million, and JPY 
50 billion overseas bonds.

In 2018, he was selected in the 2018 
Talent Pool of Foreign-related Lawyers in 
Shanghai; in 2013, he was recognized as 
one of the “2013 China Top Ten Lawyers” 
by Fangyuan Magazine; and in 2009, he 
was named among “China’s Top Ten Pro 
Bono Lawyers”.

Mr. Wu has provided legal services for 
many multinational companies.
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Guangsheng Partners

Yan Hai
Senior Partner
Tel: +86 (0)10-64689983
yh@gslaw.com.cn
www.gslaw.com.cn

TRADE & CUSTOMS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHINA

Guangsheng Law Firm is a large 
Chinese law firm headquartered 
in Beijing, with a branch office in 
Shanghai. Its predecessor was the 
China Legal Affairs Center directly 
under the Ministry of Justice, which 
was restructured in 1996 to create 
the current partnership law firm.
Guangsheng Law Firm has gathered 
more than 100 outstanding practicing 
lawyers and business assistants in Beijing 
headquarters and Shanghai branch. They 
graduated from law schools of famous 
universities in Europe, America, Japan and 
China, and many of them have worked or 
practiced in well-known law firms in the 
United States, Britain, and Japan.
We focus on international trade, the 
establishment and investment of 
private equity funds, domestic and 
overseas securities issuance and listing, 
mergers and acquisitions, etc., and have 
accumulated a great deal of performance 
and rich practical experience. We have 
good communication channels with 
government and industry authorities. 
We have extensive resources in the 
investment banking, funds and business 

circles, and have a high influence in  
the industry.
Guangsheng International Trade Legal 
Services enjoys a high reputation in the 
industry. It has been recommended 
by many internationally renowned 
ranking agencies such as the Chambers 
International Rankings, the British 
Legal Celebrity Rankings, and has been 
repeatedly selected as the best trade law 
firm in China.
Meanwhile, Guangsheng’s immigration 
and compliance legal team is composed of 
multiple partners, lawyers and assistants, 
and is staffed by experienced Chinese 
and foreign lawyers. The professional 
team provides strategic arrangement 
suggestions and targeted personalized 
services from the perspective of a 
professional lawyer by combining the 
analysis of the client’s own conditions 
with the analysis of relevant domestic and 
foreign laws. Our lawyers have experience 
in international law firms and are familiar 
with Chinese and foreign conditions and 
laws.
Dr. Yan Hai is the Director of the 
management committee of Guangsheng 

Law Firm and a Senior Partner in the field of 
international trade and competition law. He 
is currently the Deputy Secretary General of 
the Beijing Law Association’s WTO and Anti-
dumping Law Professional Committee, a 
member of the Chaoyang Law Association’s 
Lawyers Management and Development 
Committee, and Deputy Director of the Law 
Firm Development Center.
From 1996, Guangsheng has engaged in 
anti-dumping business in China, and Dr. 
Hai’s team includes more than a dozen 
senior lawyers and accountants, who have 
represented numerous trade remedy, 
customs and antitrust cases. He is  
currently the only Chinese anti-dumping 
lawyer to have received professional 
training on anti-dumping from the World 
Trade Organization (WTO), and has 
initiated anti-dumping cases against China 
in foreign countries, drafted Chinese 
anti-dumping regulations, participated in 
China’s legal negotiations at the World 
Trade Organization – and has a profound 
knowledge of handling anti-monopoly, 
international trade and investment  
law cases.

VENTURE CAPITAL INVESTMENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHINA

Grandall Law Firm was founded in 
June 1998. It is one of the largest 
full-service law firms in China and 
has offices in Beijing, Shanghai, 
Shenzhen, Hangzhou, Guangzhou, 
Kunming, Tianjin, Chengdu, Ningbo, 
Fuzhou, Xi’an, Nanjing, Nanning, 
Jinan, Chongqing, Suzhou, Changsha, 
Taiyuan, Wuhan, Guiyang, Urumqi, 
Zhengzhou, Shijiazhuang, Hefei, 
Hainan, Qingdao, Nanchang, Hong 
Kong, Paris, Madrid, Silicon Valley, 
Stockholm and New York.

Grandall has over 750 partners and  
a total combined workforce of almost 
3,000 people, including attorneys, 
foreign counsels, paralegals, 
secretaries, administrative and other 
support staff. Over 90% of its partners 
possess a Doctor’s or Master’s degree 
or other senior qualifications, and many 
of its legal experts and professionals 
are recognised as top practitioners in 
their respective fields of specialization.

Grandall is also a PRC law firm 
authorized by many overseas 
securities exchanges (including, 

without limitation, the Hong Kong 
Stock Exchange, the New York Stock 
Exchange, NASDAQ, the Australian 
Securities Exchange, and Singapore 
Exchange Limited) to offer legal 
opinions and comments for public 
offerings and M&A projects.

Grandall is able to provide its clients 
with widely covered, specialized and 
teamwork-based professional services. 
Grandall’s key practice areas include 
finance and securities, corporate and 
business, M&A and restructuring, 
cross-border investment, international 
trade, intellectual property, private 
placement, energy, dispute resolutions 
and other professional services. 
Especially, Grandall has been ranked 
at the first place almost every year 
for deals of domestic/overseas 
IPO, refinancing, material asset 
restructuring and M&A, as well as other 
comprehensive indices. Grandall also 
earned awards and recognitions from 
many rating agencies for its services 
in areas relating to investment, finance 
and securities.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:
Securities and Capital Markets; 
Investment/M&A; Banking and Finance; 
Compliance/Regulatory; Private 
Equity and Venture Capital; Insurance; 
International Trade; Customs; General 
Business Law; Competition/Antitrust; 
Intellectual Property; Infrastructure and 
Project Finance; Real Estate; Bankruptcy; 
Shipping & Marine; Wealth Planning; 
Dispute Resolution.
NETWORK MEMBERSHIPS:
Member of The Interlex Group, ALFA 
International and ASEAN Plus Group.

GRANDALL LAW FIRM
Unit 1005, 10/F, Taikang International 
Tower, 2 Wudinghou Street, Xicheng 
District, Beijing 100033, China
Tel: +86 10 6621 6823
Fax: +86 10 6621 8093
grandallgroup@grandall.com.cn
www.grandall.com.cn
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Anti-Corruption Regulation Law Firm of the Year in India / Anti-Money Laundering Law Firm of the Year 
in India / Aviation Finance & Leasing Law Firm of the Year in India / eCommerce Law Firm of the Year in 
India / Legal Privilege & Professional Secrecy Law Firm of the Year in India / Pension & Retirement Plans 

Law Firm of the Year in India / Real Estate M&A Law Firm of the Year in India
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OIL REGULATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN INDIA

Alaya Legal

Suniti Kaur
Partner
Tel: +91 11-41674456 | 57 | 58
Mob: +91 98 18 434 455
suniti.kaur@alayalegal.com
www.alayalegal.com

Alaya Legal, previously 
DSA Partners, was set up 
in 2003 by Divjyot Singh 
and Suniti Kaur – alumni of 
The National Law School of 
India University, Bangalore, 
Karnataka. Mr Divjyot Singh 
and Ms Suniti Kaur each have 
over 20 years of experience.

Today, Alaya Legal’s practice is 
focused on contentious litigation 
and arbitration, and non-contentious 
matters in areas including Energy 
& Infrastructure (particularly oil, 
gas, LNG, renewables, general 
corporate advisory), Informational 
Privacy, Legal Risk Management 
and Compliance, Logistics, 
Pharma & Healthcare, as well 
as Fintech. Contentious matters 
also encompass representational 
services in employment and white-
collar matters.

The firm offers pre-litigation advisory 
and strategy services, which involve 
assistance with investigations. 
Sound background research enables 
its expert advisers to procure 
efficient, quality settlements for 
their clients.

Ms Kaur noted: “Alaya Legal is a 
lean and relatively ‘flat’ organisation. 
Natural skill sets and aptitude 
of the attorney are sought to be 
aligned with two or more areas of 
practice, with a view to make lateral 
thinking a habit. Moreover, in-house 
training and study sessions help to 
significantly shorten the learning 
curve and also maintain quality  
of output.”

Presently, the firm has two partners 
and a dedicated team of 15 lawyers, 
assisted by paralegal support and 
aided by consultants who are 
experts in their respective area.

Ms Kaur is one of the few legal 
professionals in India who have 
had the opportunity of active 
participation in the Oil & Gas sector 
since the introduction of the New 

Exploration Licensing Policy in 1997. 
She advises her clients on assets 
in the upstream sector (oil, gas and 
LNG) and also downstream.

India, being a net importer of fuel 
sources, and as one of the fastest-
growing economies in the world, 
offers unique work opportunities in 
the sector. Closely associated with 
national oil & gas companies, Ms 
Kaur has gained invaluable experience 
and expertise in this area during the 
course of the past 24 years. Her 
experience in other areas – such as 
Renewable Energy and Infrastructure, 
Corporate and Competition Law 
and Informational Privacy – allow 
for a lateral thought process and a 
comprehensive approach.

Before co-founding her practice in 
2003, she worked with some of 
the largest and most prestigious 
law firms in the country. She has 
been enrolled in the Bar Council of 
Delhi since 1996, and is a member 
of the Association of International 
Petroleum Negotiators (AIPN).

When asked how Alaya Legal is 
distinguished from its competitors, 
Ms Kaur explained: “At Alaya Legal, 
the focus is on identifying the pain 
points from the perspective of 
the client and finding simple and 
practical solutions in light of client 
objectives. The aim is to assist the 
client in decision-making, both at 
policy and implementation level. 
We understand that ‘time’ is often 
critical for business, and structure 
our output accordingly.

“Further, Alaya Legal’s specific 
strength lies in its systematic, 
comprehensive and strategic approach 
to the perception of the issue and its 
addressal. For example, knowledge 
of and experience in the upstream, 
midstream and downstream sector 
helps to better understand the entire 
value chain and render comprehensive 
advice. Detailed planning of work, 
followed by diligent implementation, 

helps in delivering quality work. The 
process of ‘layered review’ enables 
course correction in a timely and 
efficient manner.”

According to Ms Kaur, the area of 
Oil & Gas in particular requires a 
fair level of domain understanding. 
Working closely with domain experts, 
and following a continuing education 
method, helps the firm to overcome 
challenges. Besides, a multi-
disciplinary approach offers better 
insight to the issue, and hence, the 
issues are handled effectively.

Looking to the firm’s future 
endeavours, she added: “We plan to 
further strengthen our team going 
forward, and also plan to lay more 
emphasis on in-house training. We 
are working on creating long-term 
value by developing and maintaining 
positive client relationships. Our 
client base – which consists of 
notably experienced players, some 
being Fortune 500 companies 
as well as market entrants – 
comprises relationships that have 
sustained over long durations. This 
collaborative spirit enables us to 
better connect with our clients, 
build healthy synergy and deliver 
quality work output.

“Maintaining a strong international 
angle is also key: we often work 
with advisers from various outside 
jurisdictions, particularly Singapore, 
the Netherlands, France and other 
territories in Europe. Naturally, this 
helps us to get a wider and clearer 
understanding of issues when dealing 
with counterparties located in other 
countries – allowing us to address the 
concerns of our clients effectively.”

Ms Kaur is one of the few legal 
professionals in India who have had 
the opportunity of active participation 
in the Oil & Gas sector since the 
introduction of the New Exploration 
Licensing Policy in 1997.
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SS&R Legal Consultants
 
Rahajeng Handayani 
Advocate & IP Consultant 
Tel: +(62-251) 7598668 
rhandayani@srlegals.com
www.srlegals.com

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN INDONESIA

SS&R Legal Consultants (SR Legals) 
was established in Indonesia in 
2000 by a group of lawyers who 
have many years’ comprehensive 
and commercial experience in other 
law firms and/or have acted as legal 
counsel in national and multinational 
companies. As a result, the firm can 
deploy specialists to deal with any 
issue that may arise in any complex 
transaction or during the course of 
its commercial clients’ operations.
SR Legals’ experience and expertise covers 
a wide range of industries, such as aviation, 
banking & financial services, construction 
& infrastructure, energy, food, healthcare 
& consumer products, media, mining, 
technology and telecommunication.
Members of the firm have advised and 
represented clients from all around the 
world, investing in Indonesia or dealing with 
matters concerning Indonesian jurisdiction. 
These clients consist of individual and 
institutional entities, as well as private and 
public companies.
SR Legals’ IP Practice provides advice to clients 
on general contentious and non-contentious 
matters relating to Indonesian IP law, with a 
focus on IP Registration, IP Transactions, as 
well as IP Protection and Enforcement.

IP Registration
SR Legals’ IP Registration services 
encompass filings and registrations of all 
types of IP, such as: Patents, Trademarks, 
Copyright, Industrial Designs, Trade Secrets, 
Layout Designs of Integrated Circuits, 
Plant Variety Rights, Domain Names and 
Product Registrations (Foods, Cosmetics 
and Pharmaceuticals); provides advice and 
counseling on procedural as well as on 
substantive rules of IP, such as the use of 
a trademark, patentability of inventions, 
patent drafting, and advice on availability and 
possibility of protection for industrial designs 
and copyrights.
To support its registration services, 
SR Legals’ IP Team is in the process of 
developing a database system organizing 
internal IP data for patents (covering 
substantive examination, publication, 
monitoring and search, and annuities); 
trademarks (covering substantive 
examination, publication, renewal deadline, 
monitoring and search services and watch 
list); industrial design (covering publication, 
monitoring, search services and watch list); 
as well as copyright registration.
IP Transactions
In matters of IP transactions, SR Legals 
advises and represents clients in preparing 

and reviewing drafts of license agreements, 
franchise agreements, software agreements 
and licenses, research and development 
agreements, and IP acquisition agreements. 
Its experts’ continual involvement in 
commercial transactions allows them to 
work closely with other practices to facilitate 
a better understanding of the nature 
and extent of IP rights in corporate and 
commercial transactions.
IP Protection & Enforcement
In the area of protection and enforcement 
of IP, together with its Dispute Resolution 
Practice, the firm provides a one-stop solution, 
which is cost-effective and efficient for clients 
in all aspects of enforcement – ranging 
from anti-piracy programs, enforcement and 
protection of clients’ IP portfolios.
Rahajeng Handayani is an Advocate & IP 
Consultant with a Law Degree from State 
University in Indonesia, and has a UCLA 
Extension on International Trade & General 
Management. She speaks Indonesian 
& English, is specialized in Intellectual 
Property, Dispute Resolution and Franchise/
License, and her professional memberships 
include the APAA, INTA, the AIPPI, the 
Association of Indonesia IP Consultants 
(AKHKI) and the Indonesia Advocate 
Association (PERADI).

Anup S Shah Law Firm

Anup S Shah
Founder Partner
Tel: +918042423000
legal@anupsshahlawfirm.com
www.anupsshahlawfirm.com

REAL ESTATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN INDIA

Anup S Shah Law Firm (ASLF) is a 
multi-practice full-service firm with 
expertise in real estate and dispute 
resolution. The firm was established 
28 years ago and consists of six 
partners and nearly 35 advocates.
ASLF is recognised for its expertise in real 
estate and is sought after by both corporate 
and its HNI clientele for its several 
requirements pertaining to real estate 
transactions, including carrying out due 
diligence, advice and definitive documents 
including conveyances, leases, commercial 
documentation, shareholder agreements 
and share purchase agreements. The firm 
has been the recipient of many real estate 
awards in the last three years.
According to Founding Partner Anup S 
Shah, real estate transactions are often 
exposed to third-party claims, objections 
and certain risk factors. ASLF has an 
esteemed reputation in conducting in-depth 
due diligence on titles and assessing and 
analysing threatened claims, as well as 
providing advice on minimising risk during 
the course of any such transaction. In the 
dispute resolution arena, ASLF is well 

known for its balanced advice between, 
law, equity and practicality.
When asked to name some of the 
challenges inherent in the firm’s real 
estate work, he stated: “The major 
issue in our practice area is the nature of 
record-keeping, both by the owners and 
also the government. There are several 
documents that need to be reviewed 
during investigation of title, and at times, 
due to the antiquity of documents and poor 
record-keeping – wherein some documents 
are unavailable – we instead have to carry 
out skillful analyses and corroboration of 
our own devising, making the best of what 
records are still accessible.”
As regards to ASLF’s recent case studies, 
the firm successfully completed a transaction 
pertaining to an Embassy REIT title, and 
advised its clients on a Coffee Day acquisition 
in a joint venture with another multinational 
investor in India. The firm’s expert advisers 
also successfully completed several high-
value leases in Manayata Business Park and 
Embassy Vrindavan Tech Park.
Mr S Shah noted: “All of these 
transactions have provided us with a 

continuing education, which has helped 
us tremendously. We plan to expand our 
team with fresh talent, to further serve our 
client base, which currently encompasses 
deeply experienced and knowledgeable 
players in the real estate world, be it 
corporations or individuals who are aware 
of the nuances and complexities involved 
in real estate, and who wish to work with 
professionals who also are clued into 
these challenges and can advise without 
delay. To date, we have worked on several 
transactions involving different forms 
of investment undertaken by foreign 
investors, as well as several transactions 
where our clients have leased out their 
premises to multinational companies. We 
have acted as the lead lawyers engaged 
in drafting and negotiating closure 
leases, which involves the participation of 
cross-border lawyers on several aspects – 
something else we plan to continue with, 
and expand, in the future.”

The firm was established 28 years 
ago and consists of six partners  
and nearly 35 advocates.
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CORPORATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN MONGOLIA

ELC LLP Advocates

Ms. Nyamtseren Bataa
Managing Partner 
Tel: +(976) 77118193, 
77118194
Mob: +(976) 88098122
nyamtseren@elclawoffice.mn
www.elclawoffice.mn 

With its foundation in 2000, ELC 
LLP Advocates is regarded as 
one of the earliest partnership 
law firms established in 
Mongolia and is a trusted 
partner for our clients, holding 
a prominent position among 
the country’s top-tier law firms. 
Since its establishment, ELC has 
taken a leading role in providing 
top-notch legal services to 
domestic and foreign clients, 
and has a proven track record 
in recognizing and catering 
to its clients’ bespoke needs. 
The firm’s founder and senior 
partner, Mr. Bayar Budragchaa, 
is widely acknowledged as one 
of Mongolia’s leading lawyers 
in the field of private law, a 
qualified expert in international 
arbitration disputes, and a 
recognized Mongolia-based 
legal consultant to the national 
and international public 
authorities. For more than 20 
years, including 20 years as a 
Managing and Senior partner 
with ELC, Mr. Budragchaa 
has advised on many complex 
matters in Mongolia and abroad 
involving the areas of corporate, 
commercial, arbitration and 
mining law. 

Mr. Budragchaa is incredibly well 
known for successful representation 
of Mongolian clients in cross-border 
deals, transactions and arbitrations, 
and his active commitment to the 
development of the Mongolian legal 
sector is endorsed by fellow leading 
experts. This can be seen in his 
consistent legal service to Mongolian 
State-owned joint stock companies, 
top-rank private companies and 
multinational businesses operating in 
both Mongolia and overseas territories. 
He has acted as a Chair of the Law 
Firm Management Committee in the 
Mongolian Bar Association since 2016, 
Co-chair of the Legislative Working 
Group of the Business Council of 
Mongolia since 2011, and has served 
as a President of the Mongolian Law 
Society from 2014.

As an established leader in the 
industry, ELC’s team of more than 30 
full-time lawyers spans the full suite 

of legal service, encompassing both 
advisory and consulting work with 
a special focus on mining, power, 
construction and securities, as well as 
high-profile litigation and arbitration. 
Key practice areas include: 

Corporate M&A & IPO. Our 
Corporate M&A and IPO Practice is 
actively engaged in transactions across 
Asia. We are extremely well equipped 
to find innovative and practical 
solutions to unique and demanding 
situations. Our long list of clients is 
evidence of our success in this area. 
They include some of Mongolia’s 
leading listed companies, major 
domestic financial institutions and well-
established multinational corporations.

Litigation & Dispute Resolution. 
Our extensive expertise in litigation, 
arbitration and mediation help us to 
represent our clients in court and 
arbitration proceedings with full 
confidence, and our representation 
is not only limited to proceedings in 
the domestic court and arbitration but 
has also expanded to representation 
in arbitrations held in the key arbitral 
centers. Our litigation lawyers 
comprise the most talented Mongolian 
lawyers, who have practiced for more 
than 10 years.

Consulting & Tax Accounting. 
We understand the importance of 
consultation services, and our firm is 
nationally recognized for its forward-
thinking, reliable approach. Our tax 
team is known for strong national and 
cross-border tax accounting services, 
and we effectively and efficiently 
partner with our clients to meet their 
financial goals.

Ms. Nyamtseren Bataa joined the firm 
in 2011 following her graduation from 
the School of Law, National University 
of Mongolia. She has successfully 
developed her career, rising from 
Associate of ELC LLP Advocates in 
2011 to Managing Partner in 2019. 
She has many years’ experience and 
comprehensive expertise in corporate, 
commercial, securities, tax, labour 
and mining law, equipping herself 
as a leading lawyer in the market’s 
most in-demand legal fields, including 
Corporate IPO, M&A, Road, Power 
and Energy projects and Corporate 
Incorporation, characterized mostly 

at the international level. She has 
significant experience working with 
clients in sectors such as mining, 
energy, banking, telecoms, financial 
services, technology and projects. 
She is described by her colleagues 
and clients as a “quick-witted and 
nimble lawyer”. As she has a great 
passion for community involvement, 
Ms. Bataa is also an active member 
in the Mongolian Bar Association, 
the Mongolian Law Society, and the 
International Bar Association. 

Our lawyers combine the highest levels 
of local and international expertise 
and receive in-house guidance that 
is continually updated and enhanced 
through advanced training and 
education, both in Mongolia and 
abroad. All of our people understand 
that they are ambassadors for the firm. 
We strive to understand the client’s 
objectives and seek opportunities to 
act in their best interests, striving for 
technical excellence. Behaving ethically 
and working to the highest professional 
standard is vitally important to us. We 
aim to be productive and responsive, 
and spend time creating a relationship 
of trust with clients, providing access 
to lawyers with the relevant skills. Our 
regular clients review us as “pragmatic 
and perceptive to new ideas”. Our 
lawyers typically hold memberships 
in the Mongolian Bar Association 
and carry additional qualifications 
as Certified Securities experts and 
Certified Tax experts, able to offer 
support in a number of languages.

In addition, our law firm has been 
recognized by Chambers & Partners 
(UK), the Legal 500 and AsiaLaw as 
one of the leading firms in Mongolia. 
Our partner, Ms. Baasanjargal 
Khurelbaatar, was awarded the 2018 
International Bar Association (IBA) 
Pro Bono Award in recognition of 
her efforts that led to a reversal of 
the Mongolian government’s original 
position and effective national ban on 
winter horse racing involving children 
in Mongolia.

At ELC, our clients, like our people, 
are our most treasured assets. 
We strive to build strong long-term 
relationships with our clients that 
allow us to resolve current issues and 
anticipate future ones.
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ADMIRALTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SINGAPORE

Haridass Ho & Partners
Haridass Ho & Partners is a medium-sized firm with a niche practice in the fields of Admiralty, Shipping and International Trade 
whilst handling a broad spectrum of legal services.

Haridass Ho & Partners believe in the importance of personalised service and solicitor-client relationship, which are vital building blocks 
in the successful completion of any instructions. The firm aims to provide speedy cost efficient legal advice and solutions to problems. 
With this in mind, the firm is structured to allow for the formation of project groups to undertake specific matters and instructions in a 
variety of areas of practice. This system of grouping allows for multi-disciplinary teams of lawyers to render collective expertise to a 
particular project or matter if there is a need for this approach.

PRACTICE AREAS:

• Arbitration & Alternative Dispute Resolution

• Admiralty, Commercial & Corporate Litigation

 

• Vessel Sale & Purchase 

• Real Estate/Conveyancing 

Haridass Ho & Partners
ADVOCATES & SOLICITORS • COMMISSIONERS FOR OATHS • NOTARIES PUBLIC

24 RAFFLES PLACE, #18-00 CLIFFORD CENTRE, SINGAPORE 048621
TEL:  +65 6533 2323  |  FAX:  +65 6533 7029  |  www.hhp.com.sg

CONTACT DETAILS:

Haridass Ajaib  +65 6230 1100 haridass@hhp.com.sg

Thomas Tan  +65 6230 1110  thomas.tan@hhp.com.sg

Augustine Liew  +65 6230 1111  augustine.liew@hhp.com.sg

V Hariharan  +65 6230 1114  hariharan@hhp.com.sg

Yoga Sharmini Y  +65 6230 1117  sharmini@hhp.com.sg

Subashini N  +65 6230 1122  subashini@hhp.com.sg

Christine Yeo  +65 6230 1101  christine.yeo@hhp.com.sg

Jess Yong  +65 6230 1126  jess.yong@hhp.com.sg 

IP LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN TAIWAN

Established: Since 1992

Tenet: § Quality | Reliable | Invaluable §

Services: IP Right Prosecution & Litigation, Corporate Legal  
& Consulting, IP Value-Added Services

Focus: Patents, Trademarks, Copyrights, Trade Secrets, Unfair 
Competition, Licensing, Counselling, Litigation, Transaction

Territories: Taiwan, Mainland China, Hong Kong, and Macau

Fields: Mechanics, Chemistry, Pharmacy, Biology, Electronics, 
Optics, Telecommunications, and Computer Sciences

Clients: Armani, Baidu, Beckhoff, BYD, CICC, Chep, Cypress, 
Dr. Reddy, Gleason, Grenzebach, Haribo, Infineon, Intercept, 
InterDigital, Lenovo, Lupin, Motorola, MPS, NovaLED, Oppo, 
Piramal, Schott Glas, SeeReal, Sun Pharma, Teva, Torrent, 
Toyo Ink...

Members: The patent attorneys and patent engineers in 
Deep & Far normally hold outstanding and advanced degrees 
and are generally graduated from the top three universities 
in this country

Deep & Far Attorneys-at-Law
Yu-Li Tsai, Partner Patent Attorney

Address: 13th Floor, No. 27, Sec. 3, 
Chung San N. Road, Taipei, Taiwan

Telephone: +1-886-2-25856688

Fax: +1-886-2-25989900/25978989

E-mail: email@deepnfar.com.tw

Website: www.deepnfar.com.tw
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PraeLegal Uzbekistan Law Firm

Ms. Firuza Bobokulova
Head of Arbitration and ADR Department
Tel: +998 95 198 21 12 and  
+998 91 797 0880
uzbekistan@praelegal.de,  
f.bobokulova@praelegal.uz
www.praelegal.uz

ARBITRATION EXPERT OF THE YEAR IN UZBEKISTAN

PraeLegal Uzbekistan Law Firm 
provides a wide range of legal 
services, and due to the great 
emphasis placed on satisfying the 
needs of the clients, the scope 
of the legal services provided 
by PraeLegal Uzbekistan is not 
limited to the boundaries of 
Uzbekistan. Representation of 
the clients and their interests in 
arbitration proceedings worldwide 
is one of the ways of providing 
extraterritorial legal support by 
the Firm. It should be noted that 
PraeLegal Uzbekistan is the first 
law firm in Uzbekistan to represent 
its clients in different international 
arbitration courts around the world.

Particularly, the firm successfully 
represented a European company in 
arbitration proceedings conducted under the 
arbitration rules of the International Court 
of Arbitration of the International Chamber 
of Commerce in Paris, France. The amount 

of the dispute was 22.7 million USD, which 
arose from a construction subcontract 
governed by FIDIC Conditions.

Another arbitration case in which the firm is 
involved concerns the dispute arising from a 
supply contract. The amount of the dispute 
is about 1.5 million USD and the team of 
PraeLegal Uzbekistan is representing a 
Turkish company in arbitration proceedings 
against an Italian company. The dispute is 
governed by the laws of England and Wales, 
whereas the proceedings themselves take 
place in London.

While these cases represent only a few 
out of all other cases in which the firm 
has been involved, it should be noted that 
the participation of the team of PraeLegal 
Uzbekistan enabled the respective clients 
of the firm to prevail in the arbitration 
cases concerned, both in procedural and 
substantive matters. 

The success of PraeLegal Uzbekistan Law 
Firm in the area of international arbitration 
is to be attributed to its arbitration team 

headed by Ms. Firuza Bobokulova. In 
recognition of PraeLegal Uzbekistan’s 
success in the sphere of international 
arbitration, the firm was named the 
“Arbitration Law Firm of the Year in 
Uzbekistan” in the Corporate INTL Global 
Awards 2020. 

In addition to being responsible for the 
Arbitration and ADR Department of the 
firm and representing the firm’s clients in 
arbitration cases, Ms. Bobokulova is also 
a member of the International Court of 
Arbitration of the International Chamber 
of Commerce and of the ICC Commission 
on Arbitration and ADR as well as of the 
ICC Task Force, “Addressing Issues of 
Corruption in International Arbitration”.  
Ms. Bobokulova is included in the 
arbitrator list of the Caspian Arbitration 
Society. In addition to her practice at 
PraeLegal Uzbekistan, Ms. Bobokulova 
also teaches at Westminster International 
University in Tashkent.
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Economic growth in the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) region 
was forecast to improve modestly 
according to the World Bank’s MENA 
Economic Monitor, reaching an 
average of 2.6% in 2020. According 
to the data, oil exporters would 
significantly benefit from higher 
oil prices and external oil demand, 
as well as domestic reforms. Oil 
importers were expected to benefit 
from reforms, rising trade with 
Europe and China, and financial 
inflows from MENA oil exporters. 
However, the reality of early 2020 
has seen an aura of worldwide 
uncertainty surrounding the health 
and fiscal effects of the coronavirus 
pandemic, which signal emerging, 
wide-ranging ramifications – 
including the impact on oil, which 
was affected by a Saudi-Russia price 
war and was down 50% in March 
from January highs.

According to the Middle East Monitor, 
the economic and labour crisis created 
by the pandemic could increase global 
unemployment by almost 25 million, in 
line with a report published in March by 
the UN’s International Labour Organization 
(ILO). Rising unemployment means huge 
income losses, with workers standing to 
lose between $860 billion and $3.4 trillion 
by the end of the year. “This is no longer 
only a global health crisis, it is also a major 
labour market and economic crisis that is 
having a huge impact on people,” said ILO 
Director-General Guy Ryder. “In 2008, the 
world presented a united front to address 
the consequences of the global financial 
crisis, and the worst was averted. We need 
that kind of leadership and resolve now.”

“25 million jobs could be lost this year as 
a result of the pandemic,” added ILO’s 
Director of Communications Martin Murphy. 
Last February, the data analysis firm indeed 
forecast that the impending coronavirus 

outbreak would be worse for the worldwide 
economy than SARS in 2003.

At the end of March, the BBC reported 
that war-torn Syria had seen its first death 
from COVID-19, according to the health 
ministry, and the International Rescue 
Committee were gearing up to step in as 
required. At this stage, the BBC added that 
nine other people had tested positive for 
coronavirus, but medics suspected that 
the true scale would grow and become 
much more apparent in the longer term. 
Reporters expressed concern that the 
respiratory illness had the potential to move 
like wildfire through vulnerable populations 
such as Syria’s, overwhelming native 
healthcare systems. Only 64% of public 
hospitals were fully functioning, and there 
was a considerable shortage of trained staff, 
according to the World Health Organization.

Africa &  
The Middle East Winners
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Elsewhere in the Middle East, according 
to the Independent’s interviews with 
doctors and health officials, Yemen and 
Libya also appeared especially at risk, 
with healthcare systems described as 
“open and vulnerable” to the crisis. The 
Independent added that the standardised 
social distancing and lockdown measures 
had been deemed unfeasible in such 
regions, where many who had fled the 
frontlines were currently living in crowded 
displacement camps or temporary housing 
that did not have proper sanitation.

The publication also explained that, as Syria 
enters its 10th year of war, the country is 
no closer to finding a peaceful resolution. 
At least 11 million people in the country 
already require humanitarian assistance to 
survive, while nearly eight million do not 
have assured access to food. According 
to the Independent, Physicians for Human 
Rights (PHR) noted that since the onset of 
the 2011 civil war, there had been at least 
595 attacks on more than 300 hospitals 
spanning the country – strongly suggesting 
that the prospect of a true pandemic 
was unfortunately primed to place 
disproportionate strain and had the  
potential to be devastating.

Additional challenges – including the 
slow pace of reforms, rising debt levels 
and high unemployment rates among 
youth and women – still exist, and if 
not addressed, could deter economic 
recovery and further hamper long-term 
growth prospects in the region. 

To accelerate growth and create jobs for 
millions of unemployed youth, MENA 
countries will need to develop a digital 
economy that takes advantage of its young 
and educated workforces. This will require 
the adoption of new technologies and even 
the provision of “digital public goods”, such 
as fast and reliable broadband Internet and 
digital payment solutions.

Seizing the opportunities that the digital 
economy offers the MENA region will 
require a significant push. Policy-makers 
will need to work on multiple fronts, while 
making the best use of all available tools.

Countries in the Middle East and North 
Africa have large, well-educated youth 
populations that have already adopted 
new digital and mobile technologies on a 
wide scale. They have a highly educated 
female population. That combination has 
immense potential to drive future growth 
and job creation. While extreme poverty 
and deprivation have been overcome, what 
typically follows is a growth slowdown 
that, historically, has made further progress 
towards high-income levels exceedingly 
rare. That has certainly been the case for 
the largely middle-income countries of the 
MENA region. The pervasiveness of the 
middle-income trap among MENA countries 
suggests common structural impediments 
to growth. In particular, all suffer from a 
lack of private-sector dynamism, owing to a 
delay in adapting the latest technologies.



GLE Awards 2020 57

Sub-Saharan African economies are 
still recovering from the slowdown in 
2015–16. Albert Zeufack, World Bank 
Chief Economist for Africa, noted: “To 
accelerate and sustain an inclusive growth 
momentum, policy-makers must continue 
to focus on investments that foster human 
capital, reduce resource misallocation and 
boost productivity. Policy-makers in the 
region must equip themselves to manage 
new risks arising from changes in the 
composition of capital flows and debt.”

Slow growth is partially a reflection of a 
less favourable external environment for the 
region. Global trade and industrial activity 
lost momentum, as metals and agricultural 
prices fell due to concerns about trade 
tariffs and weakening demand prospects.

The slower pace of the recovery in Sub-
Saharan Africa is explained by the sluggish 
expansion in the region’s three largest 
economies, Nigeria, Angola and South 
Africa. In South Africa, weak household 
consumption growth was compounded  
by a contraction in agriculture.

“Countries in the region have implemented 
bold reforms to restore macroeconomic 
stability, but the projected growth rate is a 
fraction of what is needed to create enough 
jobs for the fast-growing, working-age 
population,” said Ferid Belhaj, World Bank 
Vice President for the Middle East and 
North Africa region.

Unleashing regional demand accompanied 
by arm’s-length regulation that fosters 
competition and fights anti-competitive 
practices could prevent the perpetuation  
of oligarchies.

Growth in Sub-Saharan Africa remained 
slow through 2019, hampered by persistent 
uncertainty in the global economy and 
the slow pace of domestic reforms. 
“Empowering women will help boost 
growth. African policy-makers face an 
important choice: business as usual or 
deliberate steps toward a more inclusive 
economy,” said Hafez Ghanem, World Bank 
Vice President for Africa.

“Africa’s economies are not immune to 
what is happening in the rest of the world, 
and this is reflected in the subdued growth 
rates across the region,” added Mr Zeufack. 
“At the same time, evidence clearly 
links poor governance to poor growth 
performance, so efficient and transparent 
institutions should be on the priority list for 
African policy-makers and citizens.”

Four in ten Africans, or more than 416 
million people, lived below $1.90 per day 
back in 2015. Absent significant efforts to 
create economic opportunities and reduce 
risk for poor people, extreme poverty will 
become almost exclusively an African 
phenomenon by 2030.

According to the biannual publication 
Africa’s Pulse, the poverty agenda in Africa 
should put the poor in control, helping to 
accelerate the fertility transition, leverage 
the food system on and off the farm, 
address risk and conflict, and provide more 
and better public finance to improve the 
lives of the most vulnerable.
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Houda Law Firm
 
Khaled Aboul El Houda
Managing Partner
Tel: (+221) 33 821 47 22/35
houda@avocatshouda.com
k.houda@avocatshouda.com
www.avocatshouda.com

OIL & GAS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CÔTE D’IVOIRE

Houda Law Firm is a full-service 
law firm based in Senegal and in 
Côte d’Ivoire. Founded in 1977 
by Mohamed Salim Kanjo, the 
firm is under the leadership of its 
managing partner Khaled Abou  
El Houda. 
Houda Law Firm is composed by a 
42-person staff and benefits from the 
experience of international lawyers with 
senior lawyers registered at the Bars  
of Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire, France.

The firm has extensive experience  
in providing counsel, legal and tax  
advice and assistance, and litigation  
or arbitration representation in court  
in Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire and the  
sub-region.

Thanks to its legal expertise in OHADA 
law and its network in the sub-region, 
Houda Law Firm opened a second 
law firm in Abidjan to accompany the 
demands of its clients for this essential 

financial and economic place in  
West Africa. 

Khaled Abou El Houda has 23 years 
of experience in legal counsel and 
litigation in West Africa and practices 
as an attorney at law registered at the 
Bars of Senegal and Côte d’Ivoire. He is 
an outstanding practitioner in business 
law, and has proven strengths and 
qualifications in banking, restructuring, 
major infrastructure financing, and energy 
projects. He has been involved in the 
establishment of numerous mining, oil, 
and gas projects in Senegal and the  
sub-region. 

Houda Law Firm has emerged as a 
leading law firm in the oil and gas sector 
and advises a mix of private companies, 
investors, mining or oil majors, as well as 
governments and public entities on their 
legal and tax issues. 

The firm is well known for the upstream 
oil and gas transactions and has also 

developed an in-depth knowledge of the 
Senegalese law on local content.

The firm acts alongside leading 
international law firms as local counsel 
in complex transactions related to the 
oil and gas sector, such as the purchase 
of equity interests in production 
sharing contracts. The firm also assists 
hydrocarbon companies for oil and gas 
transactions or day-to-day operations.

Houda Law Firm has been ranked and 
recognized as a Leading Firm in Côte 
d’Ivoire by Legal 500 for the year 2020.

The firm has extensive experience  
in providing counsel, legal and tax 
advice and assistance, and litigation  
or arbitration representation in court  
in Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire and the  
sub-region.

Thambwe-Mwamba & Associes

Liliane Mubanga
Partner
Tel: +243 81 710 00 18
cabinet@thambwe.com

COMMERCIAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF CONGO

Liliane Mubanga has a Degree in Law, 
with a specialisation in Private and 
Judicial Law from the University of 
Lubumbashi.
Career History:
• Senior Executive of Thambwe-Mwamba  

& Associes.
• Member of the International Criminal Bar.
• Member of the Bar Council of Kinshasa/

Gombe from 2011 to 2015.
• Lawyer at the Bar of Kinshasa/Gombe 

(1998 to Present).
Has had training in: OHADA; Hydrocarbons; 
Public Procurement; and Insurance,  
among others.
Commercial Law Practice:
• Commercial law disputes deal primarily with 

contract and/or tort laws. It involves issues 
that arise in the course of running a business 
at any stage of the commercial cycle.

• Such disputes are brought before courts 
for legal restitution when other methods of 
resolution, such as arbitration or mediation, 
have failed to provide a solution acceptable 
to all interested parties.

Why is Commercial Law Important?
• Commerce is at the core of a democratic 

society and, in order to be strong 
economically, it must be attractive  
to businesses.

• One way of doing this is to have a strong 
set of laws and regulations protecting 
businesses that enter into agreements 
with others and providing resolutions 
when things don’t go to plan. Commercial 
law provides that platform.

• Most commercial disputes are heard in 
Commercial Court or in county business 
courts when the dispute relates to that 
particular jurisdiction.

• They can also be brought before the 
Queen’s Bench or Chancery divisions 
of the High Court or the Technology & 
Construction Court (TCC).

Break it Down For Me a Little Bit!
• A commercial lawyer’s work begins with 

obtaining necessary instructions and 
supporting information and documents 
from the clients. The case is reviewed 
thoroughly and the important facts and 
data are picked out.

• Lawyers then research case law and 
former precedents, prepare pleadings and 
arguments, and attend regular briefing 
sessions with clients.

• They will arrange for settlement where 
viable, and present motions and 
arguments before courts if the case 
proceeds into litigation.

• Understanding a clients’ needs is an 
important quality for those involved in 
commercial law. Other skills and talents 
required are: negotiation, commercial 
awareness and time and people 
management.

• Commercial lawyers need to keep up 
to speed with the current business 
and commercial climate, changes and 
amendments in legislation, and regulations 
in all jurisdictions that are involved.

• Commercial lawyers are normally required 
to have: a top-class degree, experience of 
participation in extra-curricular activities 
whilst at school or university, experience 
in debating, public speaking and moot 
court trials.

• Work experience in a non-legal commercial 
sector will be an added advantage.

THAMBWE-MWAMBA 
& ASSOCIES

Commerce is at the core of a 
democratic society and, in order to 
be strong economically, it must be 
attractive to businesses.
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Addison Bright Sloane

Victoria Bright
Managing Partner and Co-founder
Tel: +233 30 397 1501
vbright@addisonbrightsloane.com
www.addisonbrightsloane.com

PROJECTS & INFRASTRUCTURE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GHANA

Victoria Bright is the Managing 
Partner and Co-founder of Addison 
Bright Sloane. She is qualified both 
in England & Wales and Ghana, 
and has practised for more than 26 
years, primarily in the UK, where 
she trained at Taylor Wessing, a 
leading international law firm. She 
subsequently practised as a Senior 
Associate and a Partner at DLA Piper, 
one of the world’s largest law firms 
(by revenue).
Ms Bright is responsible for overall 
management and international strategy of the 
firm and works closely with the Senior Partner. 
She also has responsibility, together with the 
Senior Partner, for business development and 
promotion of the firm in general.
She is a former legal adviser to former 
President J A Kufuor, and a former Minister 
of State. 
While in the UK, Ms Bright regularly 
wrote articles and spoke at conferences 
on technology and corporate issues. She 
wrote the IT chapter of “The Euro in Law 
and Practice” and regularly chaired various 
technology and corporate conferences.  
She was chair of the legal sub-committee of a  
ministerial team that reviewed Power Purchase 

Agreements in the energy sector of Ghana.

Highlights of Ms Bright’s work include advising 
on a US$547 million Millennium Challenge 
Account Project, and leading negotiations on 
various major international projects, including 
advising on two major telecoms privatisations of 
Ghana’s (and then two national carriers), advising 
on the government’s first Sovereign Bond Issue, 
negotiating with the Kingdom Group (Prince 
Alwaleed’s company) for the development of the 
international standard five-star Movenpick Hotel 
and retail and office complex and residences. 
In addition, she was a key part of a presidential 
delegation sent to familiarise itself with the 
bauxite industry in Jamaica.

In the UK, Ms Bright specialised in major 
technology, telecommunication, data 
protection and infrastructure endeavours. To 
this end, she advised on significant projects 
such as the Mayor of London’s Congestion 
Charging Scheme with a focus on IT and 
data protection issues. One of the largest 
projects she undertook was advising the UK 
government on its broadband strategy for 
the country, i.e. the Broadband Aggregation 
Project. This project, which was worth more 
than 1 billion pounds sterling, was the largest 
broadband project in the world at the time.

Education
• The University of Sussex (Double Honours 

Degree in Law and French)
• Robert Shuman University, Strasbourg 

(now Universite de Strasbourg III  
Robert Schuman)

• College of Europe in Bruges, Belgium
Practice Areas
Victoria is a recognised expert in:
• Infrastructure, natural resources & energy 

projects (power, including renewables; 
upstream and downstream petroleum & gas)

• Private equity
• IP, technology & telecommunications
• Joint ventures
• Finance
• Business process outsourcing
• Data protection and Freedom of Information
• Public Private Partnerships (PPP)

Ms Bright is responsible for overall 
management and international 
strategy of the firm and works closely 
with the Senior Partner.

Baianat Intellectual Property

Ms. Nadia Qadri
Senior Lawyer
Tel: +962 6 554 1772
n.qadri@baianat-ip.com
www.baianat-ip.com

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN JORDAN

SMAS Intellectual Property Group 
has launched its new sister company, 
Baianat Intellectual Property, to 
extend its work and cover additional 
IP and technological aspects in light 
of recent rapid innovations.
It is notable that SMAS has extended its long 
expertise, which goes back more than 50 
years in the field of IP in the MENA region, 
to provide new solutions to clients using 
technological tools in Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, 
Kurdistan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, 
Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, Turkey, 
the UAE and Yemen, in addition to other 
countries around the world, through its large 
IP network and associates.

The main change that Baianat is implementing 
is its “digitalizing of all processes of work”. 
Through the analysis undertaken by the 
firm, it has been recognized that the latest 
IP infringement method – with little chance 
of being restrained in the MENA region – is 
online infringement. This type of infringement 
takes place through social media platforms 
or websites offering online sales, including 
announcements for products under 
confusingly similar brands.

Many individuals, through the 
aforementioned technological tools, are 
offering products that constitute trademark 
infringement; however, because these 
products are purchased in low quantities 
and are not subject to inspection by local 
authorities upon importation, many such 
products are delivered to consumers via mail 
or couriers without any restraints or control.

Further, some of the applicable laws in 
the MENA region, such as the Jordanian 
Customs Law, do not undertake any action 
if the products are imported or purchased 
by the passenger or importer for individual 
use, or if the products were imported via 
small packages.

However, as a new attempt from the local 
Jordanian Customs authorities to reduce the 
purchase of these products online, a recent 
regulation was issued stating the maximum 
allowed value of the products purchased online 
is limited to JOD 500 annually, and additional 
official fees for the importation of the products 
purchased online were listed: approximately 
around 10% of the purchased invoice; i.e. JOD 
5 for imported products whose invoices do not 
exceed JOD 50, and JOD 10 for each invoice 

whose total amount is more than JOD 50 and 
less than JOD 100 per invoice.

After the implementation of the above new 
regulation, and upon monitoring the local 
market, this approach proved effective 
in reducing the quantities of products 
purchased by consumers from social media 
and/or online platforms, and in some manner 
was a positive attempt to reduce the level of 
online infringement, as with limited budget 
for importation and high implied fees on the 
imported products, local consumers reduced 
the purchase of the goods, which are copies 
of the original products. Consequently, 
trademark infringement was reduced.

It should also be mentioned that Baianat has 
discussed this online infringement approach 
during a workshop that was organized in Jordan 
in February, 2020, which saw the attendance of 
representatives from local authorities – namely, 
the Jordanian Customs, Trademarks Office, 
JISM and Police Departments.

The main change that Baianat is 
implementing is its “digitalizing  
of all processes of work”.
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El-Khoury & Partners Legal Counsel

Beirut Tel: +961 1 387 778 
Dubai Tel: +971 4 273 3029
Riyadh Tel: +966 11 276 7372
info@ekplegal.com
www.ekplegal.com

MENA REGION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR / HEALTHCARE LAW FIRM OF THE 
YEAR IN THE MENA REGION

EKP Legal Counsel goes beyond 
delivering an end outcome – always 
focusing on the quality of the journey.
With offices in Beirut, Dubai and Riyadh, EKP 
has been serving the Middle East for over 15 
years, combining best practice knowledge with 
deep expertise in local Middle East markets. 
The firm global experience speaks for itself. 
EKP partners have been equity partners at 
international law firms for more than 15 years, 
serving a multitude of clients across the US, 
UK and Europe, bringing a wealth of global 
experience to the markets that they serve today.
EKP delivers sophisticated legal services 
tailored to the local legal regimes, customs 
and markets, and provides clients with 
valuable assistance in navigating the region’s 
regulatory, legal, political, economic and 
business landscapes. 
EKP represents a diverse mix of regional 
and international clients from Fortune 
500 clients to privately held enterprises, 
and from emerging companies to mature 
conglomerates, as well as public entities and 
governmental bodies. 
The firm practices are highly integrated and 
provide experience into numerous sectors such 

as: insurance, capital market, public sector, 
public procurement, private-public partnerships, 
city development, social infrastructure, 
regulatory, healthcare, pharmaceutical, aviation, 
technology, media and telecom, construction, 
real estate, aviation, commodities, engineering 
and machinery, industrial, banking and finance, 
retail and wholesale, marine and shipping, 
energy, water and power, food and beverage, 
labour and employment, human resources, 
family business and succession planning,  
and others. 
Healthcare 
EKP lawyers have been involved in large 
healthcare projects and transactions in the 
region, giving them exceptional expertise of 
the sector and its major players.
The firm client portfolio includes government 
healthcare authorities, insurance providers, 
pharmaceutical companies, private equity 
firms specializing in healthcare investment and 
other healthcare commissioners.  
Selection of EKP landmark matters:
• Assist a group of Lebanese and foreign 

investors in a BOT project with private 
landlords for the construction/rehabilitation, 
equipment and operation of a specialized 

hospital in Lebanon with foreign government 
subventions that included the incorporation 
of special-purpose vehicles for financing and 
operating the project. 

• Assist in connection with the setting up of 
group purchasing organization in Abu Dhabi 
intended to purchase medicine and medical 
consumables for governmental healthcare 
institutions in a first stage and for the private 
sector in a subsequent stage.

• Advise on the establishment of a factory for 
pharmaceutical products in Saudi Arabia. 

• Advise a financial investment company on its 
investment and restructuring of a group of 
healthcare services in Saudi Arabia.

• Assist a leading Saudi Arabia-based telecom 
service provider to draft a US$1 billion contract 
for the provision of infrastructure, equipment, 
connectivity and managed services for medical 
and healthcare institutions. 

• Advise and assist a Lebanese holding 
company that owns IP rights in relation to 
an information and technology system that 
allows pharmacies and other healthcare 
providers to conduct modern computerized 
procurement and management activities.

TripleOKLaw LLP Advocates
 
John Morris Ohaga
Managing Partner
Tel: +254 (20) 2727171
johaga@tripleoklaw.com
www.tripleoklaw.com

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN KENYA

John Morris Ohaga is the Managing 
Partner at TripleOKLaw LLP 
Advocates. JMO, as he is known 
to his friends and colleagues, is a 
focused individual and is celebrated 
as a formidable leader, inspiring 
every team in the firm to strive for 
the best results in any situation.
His career spans 30 years of practice, 
during which he has been involved in 
numerous complex litigation matters 
as well as high-value domestic and 
international arbitration cases. His expertise 
in the area has seen him attain the rank of 
Chartered Arbitrator from the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb). John is 
acknowledged as an expert practitioner in 
several areas of law such as administrative 
law, banking & finance, constitutional law, 
competition law, employment & labour 
law, property law, public procurement and 
sports law. He advises numerous blue-
chip companies listed on the Nairobi Stock 
Exchange, many private companies, and 
some of Kenya’s largest State Corporations. 
He sits on the boards of several companies 
and public tribunals.

John has been consistently recognized 
for his high-quality work and expertise 
in dispute resolution, including in the 
Legal 500 EMEA 2019, Chambers Global 
Rankings 2019 AND 2020 and Best 
Lawyers. John was declared 2010, 2016 
and 2017 winner for Kenya in the Litigation 
category by the International Law Office 
(ILO) Client Choice Awards. As part of 
his passion for arbitration, John heads a 
movement of practitioners changing the 
landscape of alternative dispute resolution 
through several committees that accredit 
and train lawyers in the field of alternative  
dispute resolution.
John has been the Convener of the 
Law Society of Kenya’s Committee on 
Alternative Dispute Resolution for the last 
five years. He is a Fellow of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators and, having recently 
attained the rank of Chartered Arbitrator, 
is now on the CIArb Presidential Panel 
of Arbitrators. He is also a Fellow of the 
Asian Institute of Alternative Dispute 
Resolution. He is an experienced arbitrator 
and is recognized by Chambers Global as 
one of the leading arbitrators in Kenya. 

He sits on the board of the Nairobi Centre 
for International Arbitration established 
under the Nairobi Centre for International 
Arbitration Act, No. 26 of 2013, where 
he chairs the Legislative Review and 
Accreditation Committee. He is also an 
Accredited Mediator and a member of 
the Mediation Accreditation Committee 
established under the Section 59A of 
the Civil Procedure Act, where he chairs 
the Accreditation Sub-Committee. He is 
also the Chairman of the Sports Disputes 
Tribunal, which is established under the 
Sports Act, 2013, and also chairs the 
Appeals Committee of the Advertising 
Standards Board.
John was recently nominated for 
the rank of Senior Counsel and 
adds chairing the National Steering 
Committee for the Formulation of the 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Policy  
to his great leadership record.

John has been consistently 
recognized for his high-quality work 
and expertise in dispute resolution.
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PROJECT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE MENA REGION

EKP Legal Counsel is one of the 
rare regional firms with hands-
on experience in Projects in the 
Middle East 
With offices in Beirut, Dubai and Riyadh, 
EKP has been serving the Middle East for 
over 15 years, combining best practice 
knowledge with deep expertise in local 
Middle East markets. 
EKP provides support throughout the 
project’s lifecycle, starting from the initial bid 
to award, financing, construction, operation 
and handover.
The firm expertise in executed projects 
spreads across various sectors including 
city development, social infrastructure, 
healthcare, water and power, 
transportation, waste-to-energy, ports, 
labour housing and Information  
and Communication technology (ICT). 
Selection of EKP landmark matters:
• Advise an international consortium through 

the whole lifecycle of the development and 
operation of a country-wide BOT Mandatory 
Vehicle Inspection project under a DBFOT 
structure with the Lebanese government 
including the drafting and negotiation of the 
consortium agreement, the submission of 

the bid, execution of the project agreements, 
establishment of the special purpose 
vehicle, drafting and negotiation of FIDIC-
based development contracts, negotiation 
of the revenue sharing arrangement and 
advise on all regulatory and legal aspects 
of the project, covering the design, finance, 
development, operation and preparation for 
the transfer of the assets and operation to 
the project public authority.

• Advise a Saudi city authority on the most 
appropriate legal and corporate PPP 
structures for the launch of Transit Oriented 
Development projects.

• Advise a GCC government on the 
implementation of its national PPP program, 
in a wide range of sectors including power, 
renewable energy, water, waste and social 
infrastructure and on the application of 
PPP best practice, the development of a 
PPP model, the supervision of transaction 
advisors on PPP projects, the review 
of the projects’ feasibility studies, due 
diligence reports and project documents, 
the development of a precedent for of PPP 
agreement and sector specific guidance, 
updates to the PPP guidebook to reflect 
changes in the PPP law and policy with 
respect to PPP projects. 

• Advise a Saudi government organization 
in designing the institutional framework to 
govern food security in Saudi Arabia.

• Advise a regional EPC Contractor in 
connection with a bid for the development 
of the first DBFOT Wind Farm project  
in Lebanon. 

• Advise various Saudi Ministries in 
connection with the establishment of real 
estate investment businesses to develop 
State-owned and Municipality-owned 
real property, including analysis of the 
regulatory status of the real property, 
reallocation and rezoning requirements, 
funding and revenue retention as well as 
legislative and/or regulatory enablers. 

• Assist in connection with the setting up of 
group purchasing organization in Abu Dhabi 
intended to purchase medicine and medical 
consumables for governmental healthcare 
institutions in a first stage and for the private 
sector in a subsequent stage.

• Assist the Saudi telecom regulator in 
relation to the establishment of a PPP 
structure for a telecom-related project 
and advising on the most appropriate 
PPP structure.

El-Khoury & Partners Legal Counsel

Beirut Tel: +961 1 387 778 
Dubai Tel: +971 4 273 3029
Riyadh Tel: +966 11 276 7372
info@ekplegal.com
www.ekplegal.com

BTO PARTNERS
 
Osahon Uhuangho
Managing Partner
Tel: +234 1 453 6922
osahon@btopartners.com
www.btopartners.com

EDITORS’ CHOICE - REAL ESTATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN NIGERIA

BTO Partners is a fast-growing full-
service commercial law firm providing 
expert legal services in business 
advisory and support, corporate 
commercial law, property law, and 
dispute resolution. 
We are dedicated to the consistent delivery 
of highly skilled, ethical, cost-effective, and 
qualitative legal representation to our clients, 
taking into consideration the peculiarities and 
commercial objective of the client. 
The Firm has specialist skills in areas including 
but not limited to Business Advisory and 
Support Services, Oil and Gas, Real Estate and 
Construction, Banking and Finance, Investment 
Banking, Taxation, Company Secretarial, 
Government Relations, Trademark, Media 
and Technology, Crisis Management, Asset 
Management, Due Diligence Investigations, 
Joint Ventures, Probate and Wills, Foreign 
Business Participation, NAFDAC Registration, 
Litigation, and Dispute Resolution. 
The Firm is positioned in the heart of the 
metropolitan city of Lagos, with its office 
address at No. 13a Sola Oguntade Close off 
Durosinmi Etti Street, Lekki Peninsula Phase 
1, Eti Osa LGA, Lagos, Nigeria. 

The Firm provides services to a wide range of 
clients, including corporations, multinationals, 
local and foreign investors, financial institutions, 
government, and governmental agencies and 
international law firms seeking to collaborate 
with local lawyers. 
We pride ourselves as trusted advisers 
and continually ensure our clients are well 
supported and pleased with our services 
in the most efficient and economical way 
possible. In providing these services, we rely 
on the locally and internationally recognized 
and proven experience and skill of our lawyers 
and staff as the case may be. 
We can proudly say that we cover the A–Z 
in relation to real estate transactions in 
Nigeria, having been involved with multiple 
and sometimes very complex real estate 
transactions. We have developed a unique 
template in handling real estate transactions 
to ensure that our clients are well protected.
Our profound strength in this aspect of law 
lies significantly in the years of experience our 
Partners have acquired in the area. 
We have – countless times – negotiated, 
purchased, and perfected title documents 
from commercial to private properties across 
the country. 

We are so committed in the area of law that we 
help commercial property owners manage their 
properties, ensuring that leasehold tenants 
adhere strictly to their lease agreement. 
Osahon Uhuangho is the Managing 
Partner of BTO Partners. He is a highly skilled 
commercial lawyer with experience advising 
local and international clients on business 
support legal services. He brings a wealth of 
knowledge from the private sector, providing 
clients with a real and practical solution on how 
they can best grow their business, and at the 
same time, stay on the right side of the law. 
He is internationally recognized as a 
commercial transactional lawyer and is listed as 
an expert on the Global Law Experts website. 
Qualifications 
• DWS – University of Benin – Benin City 
• LLB Law – University of Benin – Benin City 
• BSc Business Management and Human 

Resources – University of Plymouth – UK
• BL Law – Nigeria Law School 
Awards 
• Project Finance Lawyer of the Year – 2019 

(Finance Monthly FinTech Awards 2019)
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CARTEL REGULATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN NIGERIA

SimmonsCooper Partners

Ikem Isiekwena
Partner
Tel: +2348033894864
ikem.isiekwena@scp-law.com
www.scp-law.com

SimmonsCooper Partners (SCP)  
is a full-service law firm in 
Nigeria with offices in Lagos 
and Abuja. SCP is one of 
Nigeria’s leading practices for 
transactions relating to all 
aspects of competition law. Its 
team has extensive experience 
in advising both local and 
international businesses on 
the legal landscape regarding 
Nigeria’s nascent competition 
law practice.

SCP has, in the past decade, advised  
and supported both sector-specific  
regulators and the Federal Competition 
and Consumer Protection Commission 
with respect to their rule-making 
responsibilities.

Its deep specialisation, which includes  
its strong grasp of the economic 
perspective and analysis that underlies 
any competition-related matter, allows 
the firm to identify business-critical 
issues, be responsive and provide 
solutions in an area that is often 
highly complex.

Its experts provide a comprehensive 
range of legal services to an array of 
clients, including individuals, start-ups 
and small businesses, multi-nationals 
and governments. They serve the 
interests of a diverse client base 
spanning Nigeria, the US, Canada, 
Europe, South Africa, Asia and the 
Middle East.

On a continuous basis, they have 
advised several foreign-to-foreign 
mergers on the applicability of the 
“local effects test” in Nigeria. Over 
the last decade, the firm has also 
developed affiliations with firms and 
organisations around the world.

Key services include:

• Merger Review in M&As – SCP 
navigates the notification process 
for domestic mergers and foreign 
transactions with a local nexus. From  
threshold evaluation, to relevant 
merger situation analysis, to minority  
acquisitions and material influence  
tests, and helping in self-assessments, 
SCP advises clients with a full sense 
of the regulatory pulse critical to 
timely and hitch-free filings.

• Compliance Programmes – 
The consequences of failing to 
comply with competition laws are 

substantial and increasing. SCP 
helps businesses, particularly 
those with widespread geographic 
operations and/or a high turnover 
of employees, establish a sound 
programme of risk management 
and internal control. 

• Sector-Specific Regulation     

• Abuse of Market Dominance 
and Restrictive Practices/ 
Cartel Regulation

Ikem Isiekwena, Partner at the firm, 
noted: “I have advised on some of the 
most relevant developments within 
the competition space in Nigeria. 
I worked with the Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Authority to develop their 
Economic Regulations with specific 
rules on competition. I also advised 
on the cartel investigation involving 
two major airlines. More recently, I 
have supported Nigeria’s competition 
commission on its Merger Review 
Regulations and Guidelines.”

SCP is listed on the Globalaw network 
and has served as the “Getting the 
Deal Through” Nigerian Chapter-Author 
on Cartel Regulation, Merger Control, 
Dominance, Private Antitrust Litigation 
for 2013 (three editions), 2012 (four 
editions), 2011 (three editions), 2010 
(four editions), 2009 (three editions), 
and one edition for 2008.

When asked how the firm distinguishes  
itself from its market competitors, 
Mr Isiekwena explained: “Having 
been involved in the major regulatory 
developments and transactions in 
competition law, our ability to rapidly 
and effectively navigate regulatory 
processes and provide business critical  
advice is unsurpassed in the Nigerian  
market. More specifically, our 
Competition/Antitrust practice 
team consists of experienced legal 
practitioners with multidisciplinary 
knowledge of competition law, 
competition economics, corporate/
commercial advisory services and 
governmental policy.”

Some of the engagements and key 
achievements of SCP’s Competition 
and Antitrust Group include: assisting 
the FCCPC in drafting Merger Review 
Regulations/Guidelines, Guidance 
Notes and Merger Regulation Review 
Forms to further aid the applicability 
and practicality of the provisions of the 
FCCPC Act; successfully reviewing 
relevant documentation and filing a 
Foreign-to-Foreign Merger Notification 
between two technology companies 
under the new FCCPC Act; providing 
rule-making/regulations drafting 
services to the Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Authority (NCAA) on the introduction 
of economic regulation/competition/
consumer protection; acting as primary 
local counsel for several foreign-to-
foreign mergers with relevant asset 
quotient impact in Nigeria in the area 
of merger control and competition 
analysis under the Investments 
and Securities Act; preparation and 
negotiation of, and advice concerning, 
various non-competition agreements 
and related matters; and consulting 
for the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority 
(NCAA) on anti-competitive pricing and 
anti-consumer activities on two major 
international airlines.

Mr Isiekwena concluded by noting: 
“Nigeria’s competition legislation is 
just over one year old. The anticipated 
Merger Review Regulations are even 
newer, with an attendant and massive 
challenge relating to stakeholders’ 
capacity to apprehend and comply 
with the evolving regulatory regime 
introduced by the FCCPC. For 
instance, prior to the introduction 
of the legislation, the Securities 
and Exchange Commission fulfilled 
merger control provisions under 
the Investments and Securities Act. 
This Act was investor-focused, and 
the paradigm shift to a market- and 
consumer-welfare-focused regime 
has left a lot to grapple with. SCP 
understands the nuances involved in 
the evolving regime and can help to 
short-circuit the grappling gap.

“As mentioned, SCP assisted the 
FCCPC in drafting its regulations 
and guidelines. We also recently 
completed a merger-notification filing 
under the FCCPA. On the horizon, 
we anticipate that Block Exemptions 
Regulations will be introduced, as 
well as a Leniency programme. Our 
focus this year is to support relevant 
industries or sectors in the relevant 
rule-making process.”

SCP has, in the past decade, 
advised and supported both 
sector-specific regulators and the 
Federal Competition and Consumer 
Protection Commission with respect 
to their rule-making responsibilities.
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INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING & MARITIME LITIGATION LAW FIRM  
OF THE YEAR IN NIGERIA

FOUNDATION CHAMBERS is a 
specialized firm committed to high 
ethical standards in the provision 
of integrated legal services to the 
maritime, aviation and oil and gas 
industries. The Partners and majority 
of the Solicitors have post graduate 
background in maritime, commercial 
and oil and gas law from reputable 
Universities in the UK. 

Our services are delivered through 
three broad Practice Groups – 
Admiralty & Shipping, Aviation & 
Multi-Modal Transport and Oil, Gas 
& Energy. Each Practice Group 
undertakes advisory, litigation, 
mediation, arbitration services relating 
to its areas of specialization.

Clientele 

Our typical Clients are Aviation 
Companies, Oil Companies, Shipping 
Companies, Shipowners, P&I Clubs, 
Terminal Operators and Government 
Agencies etc.

Mr. L. Chidi Ilogu, SAN, FCIArb                                                                                 

Mr. L. Chidi Ilogu, Senior Partner at 
Foundation Chambers was admitted 
to the Inner Bar in 2012 as a Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria (SAN) and holds a 
Master’s Degree (LLM) in Maritime Law 

from Cardiff Law School, University of 
Wales. He has more than 45 years’ 
post call experience in legal practice 
and commercial arbitration. He is a 
Consultant to the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) on Legal matters 
and a Fellow of the Chartered Institute 
of Arbitrators (UK), a member of the 
Association of International Petroleum 
Negotiators (AIPN), the Nigerian Bar 
Association and the International Bar 
Association. He is the President of the 
Nigerian Maritime Law Association 
and serves on the Advisory Board of 
the Maritime Arbitrators Association 
of Nigeria. He was ranked by Who’s 
Who Legal 2020 as the “Most Highly 
Regarded” in Shipping and Maritime 
Sector in Nigeria.

He is the Author of Essays on 
Maritime Law and Practice; 
Foundation of Carriage of Goods 
By Sea – The Nigerian Perspective 
and several Articles in local and 
international journals on Shipping  
and Maritime Law.

His main area of practice is Maritime 
law, which covers issues such as 
cargo claims, arrest/release of ships, 
cabotage operation & compliance, 
expert evidence, general maritime 

inquiries/opinions, law of the sea, 
marine insurance claims, ship 
registration, vessel leasing/chartering, 
ship finance, Ports & Terminals, 
ship sale & purchase/mortgage, 
drafting of legislations/regulations in 
the Maritime sector and conduct of 
litigation and arbitration connected 
with maritime matters. Besides his 
expertise and interest in Maritime law, 
he undertakes legal services in the 
Oil, Gas, Energy Sector as well as in 
the Aviation industry. 

Recently, he effectively represented 
an indigenous Offshore Support 
Company with more than 35 Offshore 
Support Vessels on issues arising 
from an attempt at a hostile takeover 
of the Company by Bondholders 
leading to liquidation proceedings and 
numerous other Courts and Arbitration 
proceedings across many jurisdictions. 
The dispute was eventually settled out 
of Courts and Arbitration Tribunals to 
the satisfaction of the Parties. 

Currently, he is acting in conjunction 
with two other selected Consultants 
in the review and drafting of a new 
Merchant Shipping Act and related 
Regulations for Nigeria.

FOUNDATION CHAMBERS
 
L. Chidi Ilogu, SAN, FCIArb
Senior Partner
Tel: +234 803 402 1910 
c.ilogu@foundationchambers.com
www.foundationchambers.com
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REAL ESTATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN NIGERIA

SUITS...Don’t win cases. Brains do.
A Leader in Real Estate Practice Area
Tunde & Adisa Legal Practitioners (T & A Legal) is known for integrity, excellence and innovation 
globally. We are peopled by intelligent lawyers who recognize the demand of their clients to 
consummate professionalism with innovative and practical solutions. We promise an effective 
and efficient service delivery while using our network to your advantage. 

We can assist with:

• Real Estate & Construction Matters 

• Cooperate Commercial Practice

• Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

• Dispute Resolution

• Government & Public Sector 

• Employment & Immigration Law

• Agriculture 

• Taxation

• Intellectual Property 

• Mining & Solid Minerals

Ayobami Tunde, Co-Founder

Tel:  +234 802 356 8877

Email:  atunde@tundeadisa.com

Website:  www.tundeadisa.com

Address:  48 Opebi Road, Ikeja Lagos Nigeria

International Law Chambers LLC

Rahul Kumar
Managing Partner
Tel: +974 55641910
rahul_kumar@ilc.qa 
www.ilc.qa 

COMMERCIAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN QATAR

International Law Chambers LLC (ILC)  
is a full-service law firm licensed by 
the Qatar Financial Centre, offering 
clients a wide array of advisory 
regulatory, transactional and 
dispute-related advice.
ILC provides cutting-edge pragmatic 
advice to its local and international 
clientele. According to Managing Partner 
Rahul Kumar, in a jurisdiction such as 
Qatar, legal interpretation is not always 
clearly chalked out in black and white. He 
noted: “We have taken it upon ourselves 
to ensure our clients are provided the 
most accurate and sustainable advice.”
Moreover, he explained that commercial 
laws in Qatar are in a constant state of flux, 
and due to the wide array of ILC’s mandates 
and multijurisdictional clientele, the firm 
is uniquely positioned to assist its clients. 
“We have retainership arrangements with 
the large local corporations. Such affiliations 
keep us abreast of local developments on 
an ongoing basis and provides us with the 
requisite insight.”
The firm has been consistently recognised 
and applauded by its clients for its legal 
work in the commercial space. ILC has 

advised clients in Qatar on cross-border 
transactions, including private acquisitions, 
takeovers, corporate restructuring and 
joint ventures.
ILC is uniquely placed in the market, 
between the local firms and the larger 
foreign firms operating in Qatar. The firm 
brings the sophistication and legal expertise 
of a large foreign firm at a relatively lower 
cost and enhanced availability.
When asked about some of the primary 
issues and complexities that ILC faces, 
Mr Kumar told Global Law Experts: “The 
protection of the foreign party in a joint 
venture agreement has always been 
challenging from a local law perspective. 
However, we have, due to our continued 
interactions with the ministries – and 
practical experiences – gathered enough 
structural support to defend the interests 
of the foreign party. The methodology that 
we have adopted is both sustainable and 
judicially tested.”

He added: “Today, our typical client base 
encompasses local banks and insurance 
companies and a mix of corporate houses, 
both domestic and international. We work 
like a critical connecting link between global 
firms and the local business. We have  
also provided Qatari law opinion for the 
benefit of Arbitral institutions in London 
in high-value arbitration matters. Our local 
presence and global connections help us to 
synchronise the requisite information and 
law with the requirements of sophisticated 
global courts and judicial institutions.
“In the last 12 months, we have 
onboarded large multinational clients in 
the construction, insurance and banking 
and finance space. Our outreach has 
considerably increased in the local 
market. We are also supporting big 
companies in their dispute resolution and 
multi-jurisdictional forensic white-collar 
criminal investigations. In the coming 
financial year, we aim to onboard more 
international clients. Considering the 
recent spate of incidents globally, legal 
dynamics are scheduled to change in 
unforeseeable ways – and we need to 
gear up to that challenge and calibrate 
our efforts and expectations accordingly.”

ILC provides cutting-edge  
pragmatic advice.
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Mc Naught & Co.
 
Mark Leathers
Director
Tel: +27 (0)76 684 6635
mark@maclaw.co.za
www.maclaw.co.za

PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SOUTH AFRICA

“Practice Makes Perfect,” says 
Dave Mc Naught, Co-founder and 
Consultant with Mc Naught & Co., 
which came into being, fresh out of 
Articles, in 1984. Joined by Director 
Mark Leathers in 2010, the firm has 
grown from a small two-roomed 
office in the Durban city centre at 
320 West Street, to a decentralised 
practice with offices on the Bluff 
and in Amanzimtoti.

Mr Mc Naught studied at the University of 
Natal, where he graduated with B.A. and 
LLB. Degrees in 1979 and 1981. In between 
running his legal office, he served as City 
Councillor of Durban for eight years, as 
Deputy Mayor of the City 1994/5, and as 
Transitional Metro Councillor during the 
changeover of the National Government. 
In addition to practising as an Attorney and 
Conveyancer – and being enrolled to appear 
in the High Court of South Africa – he also 
qualified and was admitted to practice as 
Notary Public along with Mr Leathers in 2010.

Mr Leathers attended St Alban’s College 
and Hoërskool Johan Jurgens. He then 
attended varsity at the Potchefstroom 
University for Christian Higher Education 
(PUKKE) and graduated with his 
undergraduate degree from UNISA in 
2009 and his master’s degree in private 
law in 2015.

He served his articles of clerkship at Mc 
Naught & Co. from July 2006, and in 2010 
was admitted as an attorney, notary and 
conveyancer before becoming a partner 
at Mc Naught and Company. In 2019, Mr 
Leathers took over as the director of the 
firm, based in the Bluff office.

In addition to being an attorney, 
Mr Leathers is an experienced 
conveyancer and notary public, assisting 
conveyancing software providers in 
formulating documents and providing 
advisory services to various local 
councils on property law matters. He has 
a number of select multinational clients, 

whom he serves as legal counsel for, 
handling their commercial litigation, 
structuring, contracts and credit  
security requirements.

Mr Leathers explained: “You cannot 
specialise in everything. Too often one 
sees legal offices listing every sector of 
law they can think of as a speciality, and 
that severely impacts on the credibility of 
the firm. At Mc Naught & Co., we have 
targeted a few key areas that we ensure 
we know an awful lot about, as well as 
a few that we steer clear of – instead 
referring enquiries in those areas to 
colleagues who do truly focus on them.”

Owing to the firm’s heritage, its primary 
area of focus will always remain on 
property law and conveyancing, with 
both Mr Leathers and Mr Mc Naught 
acting as accredited arbitrators on 
sectional title disputes and commercial 
law, in collaboration with the Arbitration 
Foundation of South Africa (AFSA).

Houda Law Firm
 
Khaled Aboul El Houda
Managing Partner
Tel: (+221) 33 821 47 22/35
houda@avocatshouda.com
k.houda@avocatshouda.com
www.avocatshouda.com

OIL & GAS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SENEGAL

Houda Law Firm is a full-service 
law firm based in Senegal and in 
Côte d’Ivoire. Founded in 1977 
by Mohamed Salim Kanjo, the 
firm is under the leadership of its 
managing partner Khaled Abou 
El Houda. Houda Law Firm is 
composed of a 42-person staff and 
benefits from the experience of 
international lawyers with senior 
lawyers registered at the Bars of 
Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire, France.

The firm has extensive experience 
in providing counsel, legal and tax 
advice and assistance, and litigation 
representation in court or arbitration in 
Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire and the sub-region.

Khaled Abou El Houda has 23 years 
of experience in legal counsel and 
litigation in West Africa and practices 
as an attorney at law registered at the 
Bars of Senegal and Côte d’Ivoire. He is 

an outstanding practitioner in business 
law, and has proven strengths and 
qualifications in banking, restructuring, 
major infrastructure financing, and energy 
projects. He has been involved in the 
establishment of numerous mining, oil, 
and gas projects in Senegal and the  
sub-region. 

Houda Law Firm has emerged as a 
leading law firm in the oil and gas sector 
and advises a mix of private companies, 
investors, mining or oil majors, as well as 
governments and public entities on their 
legal and tax issues. 

The firm is well known for the upstream 
oil and gas transactions and has also 
developed an in-depth knowledge of  
the Senegalese law on local content.

The firm acts alongside leading 
international law firms as local counsel 
in complex transactions related to the 

oil and gas sector such as the purchase 
of equity interests in production 
sharing contracts. The firm also assists 
hydrocarbon companies for oil and gas 
transactions or day-to-day operations. 
It has also provided training for civil 
servants of a Senegalese administration 
as part of the reform of the Petroleum 
Code adopted in January 2019.

Houda Law Firm has been ranked Band 
1 by Chambers Global in Senegal for the 
year 2020 and recognized as a top TIER 1 
Leading Firm in Senegal by Legal 500 for 
the year 2020.

The firm is well known for the 
upstream oil and gas transactions 
and has also developed an in-depth 
knowledge of the Senegalese law on 
local content.
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Prime Law Firm
 
Mr. Basheer Abu Awwad
Founding Managing Partner, Jordanian Lawyer
Tel: +971 2 446 4777
LinkedIn: Prime Law Firm 
Facebook, Instagram: Prime Law Firm
info@prime-lawfirm.com
www.prime-lawfirm.com

CORPORATE AFFAIRS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE UAE

“Leading international legal services with 
a committed, experienced team to serve 
our esteemed clients.”
We are one of the UAE’s pre-eminent law firms 
with significant depth and range of resources 
across the Middle East and Europe. We are 
expected to be rising rapidly in GCC and globally. 
Laila Al Mahri Lawyers & Legal Consultancy 
– Prime Law Firm focus on working closely 
with clients to carefully manage risk in order to 
obtain practical results. The top priority of our 
practice is understanding and servicing client 
needs, and we always strive to exceed the 
expectations of our clients 
Our multicultural, bilingual, dynamic-thinking 
legal team, managed by the founder Mr. 
Basheer Abu Awwad, have wide experience 
in solving the toughest legal issues in major 
industries through our five offices. A wide range 
of the UAE’s leading organization within the 
market look to Prime Law Firm for expertise – 
not only for legal advice; they also seek to find 
guidance and consultation in regards to critical 
business decisions.
The firm has offices in Jordan, the UAE and Spain. 
By the end of 2019, we had formed a formal joint 
association with Diaz, Reus & Targ, LLP in Miami, 
US, and opened a branch in DIFC Tower – Dubai 
to work together on legal matters across the 
MENA region and around the globe. 

We are now a member of the DRT International 
Law Firm & Alliance, which is a global network of 
law offices that provides clients with seamless 
access to legal services in major business centers 
throughout the US, Latin America, Eastern and  
Western Europe, Asia, Africa and the Middle 
East. Whether a part of the headquarters firm 
of Diaz, Reus & Targ, LLP in Miami, Florida, 
or independently owned and operated, each 
member of the DRT International Law Firm & 
Alliance has been thoroughly vetted as offering 
boots on the ground, top-quality legal talent 
and experience while sharing the same values, 
strategic vision and dedication to client service.
Our Mission
We believe in emphasizing our principles. Every 
member of our team is committed to maintaining 
the utmost standards of integrity and honesty. 
Client interests are highly and securely maintained.
Our Values
Our team is client-focused. We understand that 
our job is to identify, understand and manage 
the legal risks facing our clients, to protect their 
interests, and to enhance their competitiveness. 
Our lawyers are dedicated to achieving our 
clients’ objectives.
Our Objectives
Our objective is to provide a high-quality service 
that ensures the satisfaction of our clients. 

Our team understand the needs of each client 
and can interact swiftly with their business 
concerns. As lawyers, we are fully informed 
of legal, political and business developments 
throughout the UAE and the region.
Why Choose Us
• A Strong Legal Team
• Our clients are treated the way we want to be 

treated and are served 24/7
• Our services are offered in a comprehensive 

range of international legal standards within all 
our branches

• Cost-effective representation for distinguished 
clients

• A strong commitment to being a client-centered 
law practice

• A belief that each and every client is unique 
and with specific needs

• An understanding that organizations are first 
and foremost made of people who interact 
with one another

• A continued search for excellence in our services
• Ethical work focused on the highest 

professional standard
• A constant improvement of our talents and 

knowledge, through training and teamwork

SUCCESSION & ESTATE PLANNING LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE UAE

EKP Legal Counsel goes beyond 
delivering an end outcome –  
always focusing on the quality  
of the journey.

With offices in Beirut, Dubai and Riyadh, 
EKP has been serving the Middle East for 
over 15 years, combining best practice 
knowledge with deep expertise in local 
Middle East markets.

Succession & Estate Planning 

EKP’s mission is to maximize the 
potential of family-owned businesses by 
designing optimum corporate and legal 
structures which will ensure continuity 
of the business and promote family 
synchronization and potential succession. 
We also have hands-on experience in 
family law matters.

Selection of EKP landmark matters:

• Compliant ADGM Trusts for succession 
planning: advise a client on succession 
planning in relation to assets held in the 
UAE and providing practical guidance on 

the creation of suitable compliant structure 
in accordance with the client needs.

• DIFC Wills: Drafting Wills for Non-
Muslims Clients who are American 
Nationals who reside in Dubai and own 
assets and have minor children, to 
ensure the Wills are compliant with the 
DIFC Rules and Practice Directions and 
are also registered accordingly.

• Sharia compliant Trusts/Waqf – Advising 
a wealthy Muslim individual on how 
he can manage his assets so that 
they are for the benefit of his chosen 
beneficiaries and ensuring compliance 
with the relevant UAE laws without 
circumventing sharia law. 

• Providing expert witness evidence and 
legal opinions on family law matters 
including divorce, child custody, child 
relocation/abduction, surrogacy, 
prenuptial/postnuptial agreements, 
inheritance matters, and the enforcement 
of foreign court judgements.

• Advise on the restructuring of a family-
owned commercial group comprised of 
21 corporations with diverse business 
activities including: electro-mechanical 
contracting, lighting, aluminum and 
commercial distribution of various 
electric and household international 
brands; designing a succession plan  
and governance scheme for the group.

• Advise on the restructuring of a well-
known healthcare company regrouping 
seven subsidiaries located in various 
countries in the Gulf region. Work 
included business segregation, tax 
optimization in preparing for an initial 
public offering.

• Represent a major family-owned group 
of companies in the restructuring and 
corporate governance of the group 
which consisted of 36 business entities 
covering different activities including 
commercial agency, distribution, real 
estate and manufacturing preceded by  
a full due diligence exercise.

El-Khoury & Partners Legal Counsel

Beirut Tel: +961 1 387 778 
Dubai Tel: +971 4 273 3029
Riyadh Tel: +966 11 276 7372
info@ekplegal.com
www.ekplegal.com
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Birungyi K Cephas
Managing Partner
cbirungyi@taxconsultants.co.ug

TAX LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN UGANDA

Birungyi, Barata & Associates (BBA) is a Tax 
and Legal firm in Uganda. It is recognised 
as the pioneer specialist tax law firm 
spearheaded by Birungyi K Cephas. The 
firm offers all tax services in respect to 
corporation, VAT, customs, local excise duty, 
tax consultancy and litigation, making it a 
one-stop-centre for clients’ needs.
Associate Partner Belinda Lutaya Nakiganda 
noted: “BBA is aware that the legal and business 
environment is ever-evolving, and this impacts 
heavily on the mode and operation of the law 
and services offered to clients. BBA is a game-
changer in its proved tax practices in Uganda, and 
endeavors to ensure that clients receive the best 
services by designing an approach that aligns with 
their expectations – which has enabled the firm to 
build successful long-term client partnerships.”

Today, BBA boasts a comprehensive team 
of highly qualified experts to serve clients in 
comprehensive tax areas. Accordingly, the 
firm has the highest number of tax agents 
registered with the Uganda Revenue Authority. 
These advisers encompass lawyers, tax agents, 
accountants and customs experts who have 
had varied work experiences, spanning 35 
years, ranging from tax administration and inter-
governmental consultancies.
The firm’s client base ranges from individuals, 
private, public, government, non-governmental 
organisations, and is home to many international 
clients with established or prospective branches in 
Uganda. The firm has also carried out consultancies 
for the governments of Malawi, Liberia, Rwanda 
and the East Africa Community, and has worked in 
partnership with the IFC and the World Bank.

The firm recently released its second 
publication, ‘A Compendium of Tax Cases’. 
Its lawyers are members of the Uganda Law 
Society, the East Africa Law Society and the 
International Bar Association – helping to 
ensure that its advisers are always up to date.
“Over the years, we have had a number of tax 
cases that were landmarks in regards to how 
to treat premiums, taxing insurance brokerage, 
private ruling by Commissioner General among 
others. Looking to the future – our plan is to 
expand more into International tax (transfer 
pricing), Tax Audits, compliance and managing 
international corporate payrolls.”

Enoch Barata
Senior Partner
ebarata@taxconsultants.co.ug

Martin Mbanza Kalemera
Associate Partner
mbanza@taxconsultants.co.ug

Patrick Kabagambe
Associate Partner
pkabagambe@taxconsultants.co.ug

Belinda Lutaya Nakiganda
Associate Partner
bnakiganda@taxconsultants.co.ug

Dorothy Bishagenda 
Associate Partner
dbishagenda@taxconsultants.co.ug

Birungyi, Barata & Associates
Tel: +256772444356 / +256414348669
cbirungyi@taxconsultants.co.ug
www.taxconsultants.co.ug

BBA boasts a comprehensive team of 
highly qualified experts to serve clients  
in comprehensive tax areas.
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DATA PROTECTION LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRIA

SCWP Schindhelm, Austria
 
Dr. Michael M. Pachinger, CIPP/E
Partner 
Avocat inscrit (Paris)  
Abogado inscrito (Valencia)
Tel: +43 664 3407334
m.pachinger@scwp.com
at.schindhelm.com

INSURANCE & REINSURANCE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRIA

BLS Rechtsanwälte Boller 
Langhammer Schubert GmbH
 
Mag. Philipp Scheuba
Partner
Tel: +43 1 512 14 27
philipp.scheuba@bls4law.com
www.bls4law.com

LABOUR & EMPLOYMENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRIA

BLS Rechtsanwälte Boller 
Langhammer Schubert GmbH
 
Dr. Thomas Boller, LL.M.
Partner
Tel: +43 1 512 14 27
thomas.boller@bls4law.com
www.bls4law.com

Our Listings section contains the details of additional winners  
from around the world.
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PATENT ATTORNEY OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRIA

WILDHACK & JELLINEK 
Patentanwälte
 
Andreas Wildhack
Partner
Tel: +43 (1) 712 10 01
office@wildhack.at
www.wildhack.at

RIGHT OF PUBLICITY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRIA

Rechtsanwaltskanzlei  
Dr. Isabella Hödl, LL.M
 
Ms. Isabella A. Hoedl
Partner
Tel: +43 (0)316 81 25 95
office@iphoedl.at
www.iphoedl.at

Rechtsanwaltskanzlei
Dr. Isabella Hödl, LL.M

TRADEMARK LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRIA

schmid-ip

Dr. Katharina Schmid
Owner | Attorney at Law
Tel: +43 (0)1 535 57 44 10
trademarks@schmid-ip.at
www.schmid-ip.at

CRIMINAL PROCEDURAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN BELGIUM

IUXTA LEGAL
 
Pierre Monville
Partner
Tel: +32 2 899 82 50
pmonville@iuxta.legal
www.iuxta.legal

IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN BELGIUM

Lexial Law Firm
 
Emmanuel Ruchat
Partner
Tel: +32 (0)2 511 23 33
lexial@lexial.eu
www.lexial.eu
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN BULGARIA

Pavlov & Co
 
Vasil Pavlov
Managing Partner
Tel: +359 2 9800727
office@pavlov-law.com
www.pavlov-law.com

CORPORATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CYPRUS

SYMEOU & KONNARIS LLC
 
Panikos Symeou and  
Christos Konnaris
Managing Partners
Tel: +357 25 818400
symeou.panikos@sklaw-firm.com; 
konnaris.christos@sklaw-firm.com
www.sklaw-firm.com 

DATA PROTECTION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CYPRUS

K. A. KOURTELLOS & CO LLC

Kyriacos Kourtellos
Managing Director
Tel: +357 25251908
ka@kourtellos.co
www.kourtellos.co

DISPUTE RESOLUTION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CYPRUS

Andreas Konnaris LLC
 
Elena Konnari
Director
Tel: +357 25366550
office@konnarislaw.com
www.konnarislaw.com

EDITORS’ CHOICE - PRIVATE CLIENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CYPRUS

Andreas Th. Sofokleous LLC

Lorenzo Toffoloni,  
Despina Sofokleous
Partner
Tel: +357-22763601
l.toffoloni@aslaw.eu, 
d.sofokleous@aslaw.eu
www.aslaw.eu
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FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTOR LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CYPRUS

Verita Legal (K. Argyridou & 
Associates LLC)
 
Karolina Argyridou
Principal
Tel: +357 22 000408
karolina@veriralegal.com
www.veritalegal.com

FOREIGN INVESTMENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CYPRUS

L PAPAPHILIPPOU & CO LLC
 
Leandros Papaphilippou        
Managing Partner
Tel: +357 22271000
lp@papaphilippou.eu
www.papaphilippou.eu

M&A LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CYPRUS

Petros Yiannakas & Associates 
LLC Advocates
 
Petros Yiannakas
Partner
Tel: +357 2525 5678
petros@yiannakas.com.cy
www.yiannakas.com.cy

PRIVATE CLIENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CYPRUS

Andreas Konnaris LLC
 
Elena Konnari
Director
Tel: +357 25366550
office@konnarislaw.com
www.konnarislaw.com

PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CYPRUS

Haris Kalogirou & Co LLC
 
Haris Kalogirou
Managing Partner
Tel: +357 – 26 220808
info@kalogiroulaw.com
www.kalogiroulaw.com
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COMMERCIAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC/  
PUBLIC PROCUREMENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC

CÍSAŘ, ČEŠKA, SMUTNÝ s.r.o., 
advokátní kancelář
 
JUDr. Jaromír Císař
Partner
Tel: +420 224 827 884
ak@akccs.cz
www.akccs.cz

CONSUMER LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ENGLAND

Debello Law
 
Dean Dunham 
Senior Partner,  
Solicitor-Advocate
Tel: +44 (0)20 3 137 7126
dean@dunhamgroup.co.uk 
www.debellolaw.co.uk

MEDIA LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ENGLAND

Taylor Hampton Solicitors Limited
 
Daniel Taylor
Managing Partner
Tel: +442074275971
daniel.taylor@taylorhampton.co.uk
www.taylorhampton.co.uk

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE EXPERT WITNESS OF THE YEAR IN ENGLAND

Luke Meleagros
 
Luke Meleagros
Expert Witness
Tel: +44 (0)20 8527 0977
l.meleagros@btinternet.com 
jawdobson@gmail.com (secretary)

LUKE MELEAGROS

OPHTHALMOLOGY EXPERT WITNESS OF THE YEAR IN ENGLAND

Eye-Law Chambers
 
Tel: +44 (0)20-8852-8522
eyes@dbcg.co.uk
www.eyelawchambers.com
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RSW MEDICO-LEGAL LTD

ORTHOPAEDIC THERAPY EXPERT WITNESS OF THE YEAR IN ENGLAND

RSW Medico-Legal Ltd
 
Mr R Scott-Watson BSc Mb BS 
LLB CUEW DDAM FRCS(Ed)
Orthopaedic Trauma 
Medicolegal Consultant
Tel: +440384441126
rswmedicolegal@gmail.com
Sec: carolcouzens@ymail.com

PUBLIC SECTOR PENSIONS LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN ENGLAND

Sackers
 
Michaela Berry
Partner
Tel: +44(0)20 7615 9546
michaela.berry@sackers.com
www.sackers.com

CONSTRUCTION LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN FRANCE

Pinsent Masons
 
Stéphane Gasne
Partner
Tel: +33 1 53 53 09 89
stephane.gasne@
pinsentmasons.com
www.pinsentmasons.com

IP LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN FRANCE

Ludovic Timbal Duclaux de Martin 
Avocat à la Cour – Barreau de Paris
 
Ludovic Timbal Duclaux de Martin
Founder – Avocat à la Cour
Tel: +33(6) 72 10 29 75
ludovic@timbalduclauxdemartin-avocat.fr
www.timbalduclauxdemartin-avocat.fr

IP LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN FRANCE

Law Offices Kopacz
 
William James Kopacz
and Team
Tel: +33 1 46 33 09 09
lawoffices@kopacz-paris.fr
www.kopacz-paris.com
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COMMERCIAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

MTR Rechtsanwälte
 
Marc Klaas
Lawyer
Tel: +49 221 2927310
marc.klaas@mtrlegal.com
www.mtrlegal.com

DATA PROTECTION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

NESSELHAUF Rechtsanwälte
 
J. Friedrich Niebuhr
Partner
Tel: +49-40-411 88 110
niebuhr@nesselhauf.com
www.nesselhauf.com

EDITORS’ CHOICE - IP LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

karo IP Patentanwälte 
Kahlhöfer Rößler Kreuels  
PartG mbB
 
Justus Kreuels
Partner
Tel: +49 211 976 356 0
kreuels@karo-ip.de
www.karo-ip.de

INSURANCE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

GLAUBER & PARTNER 
Partnerschaft von 
Rechtsanwaelten mbB
 
Jan Volker Glauber
Managing Partner
Tel: +49 40 32339920
jan.volker.glauber@glauber.de
www.glauber.de

IP LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

SAMSON & PARTNER
 
Michael Turi
Partner
Tel: +49 89 2919820
turi@samson-partner.de
www.samson-partner.de
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IP LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

Patent Attorney Dr. Groth
 
Dr. Wieland Groth
Partner
Tel: +49(0)40-303 757 3-0
mail@grothpatent.com
www.grothpatent.com

PATENT ATTORNEY  
DR. GROTH

IT SECURITY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

NOTOS Partnerschaft von Rechtsanwälten mbB
 
Jens Engelhardt
Partner, Specialist Lawyer for IT Law,
Specialist Lawyer for Copyright and Media Law,
Specialist Lawyer for Industrial Property
Tel: +49 69 66778040
engelhardt@notos.de
www.notos.de

PATENT OPPOSITION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

Müller Schupfner & Partner Patent-  
und Rechtsanwaltspartnerschaft mbB
 
Dr. Georg U. Schupfner
Managing Partner
Tel: +494032027090
hamburg@mspartner.de
www.mspartner.de

TRADE & CUSTOMS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

NORLAW
 
Dr. Thomas M. Nitsche
Partner
Tel: +49 40 300 66 88 0
thomas.nitsche@norlaw.de
www.norlaw.de

TRADEMARK LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

SAMSON & PARTNER
 
Michael Turi
Partner
Tel: +49 89 2919820
turi@samson-partner.de
www.samson-partner.de
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WORKS COUNCILS AND EMPLOYEES LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

KPN legal
 
Dr. Thomas Koeppen
Partner
Tel: +49 69 710 4562 29
koeppen@kpn-legal.de
www.kpn-legal.de

YACHT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GERMANY

CPS Schließmann 
Wirtschaftsanwälte - 
TheYachtAttorney

Prof. Dr. Christoph Ph. 
Schließmann
Founder and Owner of CPS
Tel: +49/69/663779-0
mail@der-yacht-anwalt.de
www.der-yacht-anwalt.de

COMPETITION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GREECE

D. N. Tzouganatos & Partners
 
Professor Dimitris Tzouganatos
Managing Partner
Tel: +30210 3626855
dtzouganatos@tzouganatoslaw.gr
www.tzouganatoslaw.gr

IP LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN GREECE

DR. HELEN G. PAPACONSTANTINOU  
AND PARTNERS

Eva Yazitzoglou, Managing Partner
Miranda Theodoridou, Partner
Maria Athanassiadou, Partner
Fotini Kardiopoulis, Partner
Tel: +30 210 3626624, 3625757
mail@hplaw.biz
www.hplawfirm.com

COMMERCIAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN IRELAND

Lavelle Partners
 
Gríana O’Kelly
Partner/ 
Head of Corporate and Commercial
Tel: +353 1 644 5800
gokelly@lavellepartners.ie
www.lavellepartners.ie
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MR PAUL GALLAGHER SC

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN IRELAND

MR PAUL GALLAGHER SC
 
Paul Gallagher
Senior Counsel
Tel: +353 1-660 6195
psa@paulgallagher.ie

INSOLVENCY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN IRELAND

Lavelle Partners
 
Michael Lavelle
Managing Partner
Tel: +353 1 644 5800
mlavelle@lavellepartners.ie
www.lavellepartners.ie

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN IRELAND

Lavelle Partners
 
Avril Scally
Partner/ 
Head of Medical Negligence
Tel: +353 1 644 5800
ascally@lavellepartners.ie
www.lavellepartners.ie

MR PAUL GALLAGHER SC

SECURITIES LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN IRELAND

MR PAUL GALLAGHER SC
 
Paul Gallagher
Senior Counsel
Tel: +353 1-660 6195
psa@paulgallagher.ie

DATA PRIVACY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ITALY

EY Law Italy – Studio Legale Tributario

Luigi Neirotti
Leader of the Practice
Tel: +39 335 736 1483
luigi.neirotti@it.ey.com

Alessandra Pietroletti
Deputy Leader of the Practice
Tel: +39 334 655 0870
alessandra.pietroletti@it.ey.com

www.ey.com/it/it/services/tax/law



GLE Awards 2020 79

ASSET RECOVERY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN LIECHTENSTEIN

Lampert & Partner
 
Siegbert Lampert
Partner
Tel: +423 233 45 40
lampert@lplaw.li
www.lplaw.li

COMMERCIAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN MONACO

Étude de Maître MULLOT / Law Firm of Maître MULLOT

Monsieur le Bâtonnier Richard MULLOT /  
Richard MULLOT Barrister
Barrister, Member of the MONACO Bar Association,
Former President of the MONACO Bar Association,
Member of the AMERICAN Bar Association
Tel: +377 99 99 62 62
avocat@mullot.mc
www.mullot.mc

INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE NETHERLANDS

Conway & Partners
 
Shawn Conway
Partner
Tel: +31 10 204 22 00 
conway@conway-partners.com
www.conway-partners.com

RELOCATION & IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE NETHERLANDS

RSH Relocation and 
Immigration Services
 
Veronique Haverhals-Hilders
Partner
Tel: +31 70 387 1715
veronique.haverhals@relocation-
holland.nl
www.relocation-holland.nl

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN POLAND

Patpol – European and Polish 
Patent & Trademark Attorneys
 
Izabella Dudek-Urbanowicz
Managing Director
Tel: +48 22 546 91 62
izabella.urbanowicz@patpol.pl        
www.patpol.pl
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IP LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN POLAND

IntellectPol IP Law
 
Slawomir Nowicki
Partner
Tel: +48 24 337 10 07
intellectpol@patents.center
www.patents.center

BANKING & FINANCE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN PORTUGAL

FDR – Pinto Duarte,  
Casado Neves e Associados,  
Sociedade de Advogados, SP, RL
 
António Pinto Duarte
Partner
Tel: +(351) 213710700
apduarte@fdr.pt

BANKRUPTCY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN PORTUGAL

PMCG Sociedade de Advogados 
SP RL
 
Carlos Carneiro Gomes
Senior Managing Partner
Tel: +351 210937042
geral@pmcg.pt;  
carloscgomes@pmcg.pt
www.pmcg.pt

LABOUR LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN PORTUGAL

ABPA – ADVOGADOS, RL
 
António Borges Pires
Managing Partner
Tel: +351 212 454 262
abp@abpa.pt
www.abpa.pt

PUBLIC LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN PORTUGAL

AAMM, Sociedade de 
Advogados
 
Paulo de Moura Marques
Coordinating Partner of the 
Public Law Area
Tel: (+351) 211 940 538
pmm@aamm.pt
www.aamm.pt
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COMMERCIAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ROMANIA

Hammond-Partnership
 
Nicholas Hammond
Partner
Tel: +40 744 526 816
nhammond@hammond-
partnership.com
www.hammond-partnership.com

INTERNET & E-COMMERCE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SLOVENIA

Law office Petek, Ltd.
 
Marko Petek, PhD
Founding Partner
Tel: +3861 436 43 80
info@op-petek.si
www.op-petek.si

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SWITZERLAND

CHABRIER AVOCATS
 
Marc HASSBERGER
Partner
Tel: +41227020700
info@chabrier.ch
www.chabrier.ch

CRIMINAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SWITZERLAND

CHABRIER AVOCATS
 
Marc HASSBERGER
Partner
Tel: +41227020700
info@chabrier.ch
www.chabrier.ch

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SWITZERLAND

Borghi Adler Tönz AG
 
Denis Oliver Adler
Ph.D., Partner
Tel: +41 44 533 55 00
denis.adler@bat-law.com
www.bat-law.com
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INSURANCE & REINSURANCE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SWITZERLAND

BADERTSCHER  
Attorneys at Law Ltd.
 
Markus Dörig
Partner
Tel: +41 44 266 2066
doerig@b-legal.ch
www.b-legal.ch

IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN TURKEY

WiklundKurucuk & Partners
 
Özgür Kurucuk
Partner
Tel: +90 532 257 88 77
info@wiklundkurucuk.com
www.wiklundkurucuk.com

CHARTERED BUILDING SURVEYOR AND EXPERT WITNESS OF THE YEAR IN THE UK

ADAMS BUILDING 
CONSULTANCY 
 
Greig Adams
Director
Tel: +447986743252
greig@surveyorexpert.co.uk
www.surveyorexpert.co.uk
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FRANCHISE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ARGENTINA

LITVIN MARZORATI LEGALES 
LAW FIRM
 
Dr. Osvaldo Marzorati
Partner
Tel: +54 114782-9952
info@lmlegales.com.ar
www.lmlegales.com.ar

PROMOTIONAL MARKETING LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ARGENTINA

ABELEDO GOTTHEIL 
ABOGADOS

Marcelo E. Gallo
Senior Partner
Tel: +54 11 4516-1500
gallo@abeledogottheil.com.ar
www.abeledogottheil.com.ar

TAX LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ARGENTINA

Zang, Bergel & Viñes Abogados
 
Diego A. Embón
Partner
Tel: +541143234061
d.embon@zbv.com.ar
www.zbv.com.ar

FRANCHISING LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN BRAZIL

Baril Advogados Associados
 
Natan Baril
Founding Partner
Tel: +55 41 3022 8333
natanbaril@bbb.adv.br
www.bbb.adv.br

THE AMERICAS
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ABORIGINAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CANADA

Donovan & Company

Allan Donovan
Founder
Tel: +1 604 688 4272
allan_donovan@aboriginal-law.com
www.aboriginal-law.com

CORPORATE LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN CANADA

Miller Thomson LLP
 
Barbara R. C. Doherty                                           
Partner
Tel: +1.416.595.8621
bdoherty@millerthomson.com
www.millerthomson.com

INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CANADA

LENCZNER SLAGHT ROYCE 
SMITH GRIFFIN LLP
 
Lawrence E. Thacker
Partner
Tel: +1 416-865-9500
lthacker@litigate.com
www.litigate.com

SECURED TRANSACTIONS LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN CANADA - ONTARIO

Harrison Pensa LLP
 
Tom Robson
Partner
Tel: +1 519-661-6766
trobson@harrisonpensa.com
www.harrisonpensa.com

TECHNOLOGY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CANADA - ONTARIO

Limpert & Associates
 
Brad Limpert
Partner
Tel: +1 416-214-1444
brad@limpertlaw.com
www.limpertlaw.com
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CONSTRUCTION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHILE

LAHSEN & CIA. ABOGADOS
 
Eduardo Lahsen Matus  
de la Parra
Founder Partner
Tel: +562 2690 9200
e@lahsen.net
www.lahsenycia.cl

PROPERTY LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHILE

De La Maza Abogados
 
Ricardo De La Maza  
Michelson-Boschaner
Managing Partner
Tel: +(56) 2 2433 9550
rdelamaza@delamazaycia.cl
www.delamazaycia.cl

PUBLIC LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHILE

Reymond & Cía.
 
Rodrigo Riquelme Yáñez
Partner
Tel: +56 (2) 24416300
rry@reymondycia.cl
www.reymondycia.cl

TELECOMMUNICATIONS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHILE

De La Maza Abogados
 
Oscar Musalem Carrasco
Partner
Tel: +(56-2) 224339550
omusalemhym@delamazaycia.cl
www.delamazaycia.cl

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN COLOMBIA

JG & ASESORES LABORALES 
S.A.S
 
Juanita Sofía Galvis Calderón
Partner
Tel: +57 3 10856 2950
juanita.galvis@
asesoreslaborales.co
www.asesoreslaborales.co
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IP RIGHTS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

WDALAW
 
Wendy Diaz
Partner
Tel: +1 (809) 540-8001
w.diaz@wdalaw.com
www.wdalaw.com

CORPORATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ECUADOR

Almeida Guzmán & Asociados
  
Diego Almeida-Guzman
Senior Partner
Tel: (+593) 22928115
dalmeida@almeidaguzman.com      
www.almeidaguzman.com

BUSINESS CRIME LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN MEXICO

PORTOS ABOGADOS S.C.
 
Jose Manuel Portos Ubierna
Managing Partner
Tel: +5255 55756423;  
+5255 55759410;  
+5255 55756289
portos@portos.mx
www.portos.mx

CORPORATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN MEXICO
 
IQSH-LM Abogados, S.C.
 
Mauricio Ibanez Campos – Partner
mibanez@iqsh-lm.com
Diego Andrade Max – Partner
dandrade@iqsh-lm.com
Tel: +52 (55) 5292-6191 (Mexico);
+1 (281) 206 0030 (US),
+1 (609) 468 6653 (Diego Mobile)
www.iqsh-lm.com

DATA PROTECTION LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN MEXICO

JURÍDICANH, S.C.
 
Dr. Carlos Narváez-Hasfura
Managing Partner
Tel: +52 (55) 1000 0627
cnarvaezh@juridicanh.com
www.juridicanh.com
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN MEXICO

Romo de Vivar V.IP Services, S.C.
 
Vianey Romo de Vivar
Partner
Tel: +(52) 55 56043051
vrv@romovip.mx
www.romovip.mx

INTERNATIONAL TAX LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN MEXICO

Jáuregui y Del Valle, S.C.
 
Luis G. Del Valle Torres
Managing Partner
Tel: +52 55 9126 1563
lvalle@jaureguiydelvalle.com
www.jaureguiydelvalle.com 

PRIVATE ANTITRUST LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN MEXICO

SAI Law & Economics
 
Lucía Ojeda Cárdenas;  
José Ángel Santiago Ábrego
Partner(s)
Tel: +52(55) 5985 6618
loc@sai.com.mx; jsa@sai.com.mx
www.sai.com.mx/ingles;  
www.sai.com.mx

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN 
PUERTO RICO

Schuster Aguiló LLC I Littler
 
Rafael E. Aguiló-Vélez, Esq.
Co-founding Capital Member
Tel: +1 787-765-0090
raguilo@salawpr.com
www.littler.com

ERISA LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ARIZONA, US

Martin & Bonnett P.L.L.C
 
Susan Martin
Managing Partner
Tel: +1.602.240.6900
Fax: +1.602.240.2345
smartin@martinbonnett.com
www.martinbonnett.com
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EMPLOYMENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CALIFORNIA, US

V. James DeSimone Law
 
James DeSimone
Partner
Tel: +1 310-693-5561
vjdesimone@gmail.com
www.vjamesdesimonelaw.com

FILM & TV LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN CALIFORNIA, US

Fayer Gipson

Elliot Gipson
Partner
Tel: +1 310.557.3558
egipson@fayergipson.com
www.fayergipson.com

TECH STARTUP IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CALIFORNIA, US

Alcorn Immigration Law, PC
 
Sophie Alcorn
Founding Partner
Tel: +1 855 546 0015
info@alcorn.law
www.alcorn.law

TELECOMS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CALIFORNIA, US

Cooper, White & Cooper LLP
 
Mark P. Schreiber
Managing Partner
Tel: +1 415 433 1900
mschreiber@cwclaw.com      
www.cwclaw.com

WEALTH MANAGEMENT LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN CALIFORNIA, US

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 
Pittman LLP

Jennifer Jordan McCall
Partner
Tel: +1.650.233.4020
jmccall@pillsburylaw.com
www.pillsburylaw.com
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CORPORATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN COLORADO, US

Fortis Law Partners LLC
 
Julie Herzog
Partner
Tel: +1 303-295-9700
jherzog@fortislawpartners.com
www.fortislawpartners.com

FRANCHISE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN NEW JERSEY, US

MARKS & KLEIN, LLP
 
Justin M. Klein
Founding Partner
Tel: +1 732-747-7100
justin@marksklein.com
www.marksklein.com

DIVORCE TRIAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN NEW YORK, US

Bikel & Schanfield

Dror Bikel
Founder and Trial Lawyer
Tel: +1 212-682-6222
dbikel@bikellaw.com
www.bikellaw.com

EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS LAW FIRM  
OF THE YEAR IN NEW YORK, US

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
 
Marc R. Trevino
Partner
Tel: +(1) 212-558-4239
trevinom@sullcrom.com      
www.sullcrom.com

PATENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN NEW YORK, US

Cooley

Ivor Elrifi
Partner, Chair Patent 
Counseling Group
Tel: +1 212 479 6840
ielrifi@cooley.com
www.cooley.com
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ANTITRUST AND FRANCHISE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN WASHINGTON DC, US

Goldstein Law Firm, PLLC

Jeffrey M. Goldstein
Franchise Attorney and Founder
Tel: +1 202-293-3947
jgoldstein@goldlawgroup.com
www.goldlawgroup.com
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BANKING & FINANCE LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRALIA

Bartier Perry
 
Norman Donato
Partner
Tel: +61 2 8281 7863
ndonato@bartier.com.au
www.bartier.com.au

BOUTIQUE PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRALIA

ABP Lawyers
 
Nathan Lu
Director
Tel: +612 8880 6505
nathan@abplaw.com.au
www.abplaw.com.au

BOUTIQUE WORKPLACE LAW SPECIALISTS OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRALIA

Employsure Law
 
Tass Angelopoulos
Head of Legal/Director
Tel: +61 1300 171 801
law@employsure.com.au
www.employsurelaw.com.au

CAPITAL MARKETS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRALIA

McCullough Robertson Lawyers
 
Reece Walker
Chair of Partners
Tel: +61 7 3233 8654
rwalker@mccullough.com.au
www.mccullough.com.au

ASIA & OCEANIA
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DISPUTE RESOLUTION LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRALIA

Bartier Perry
 
Gavin Stuart
Partner
Tel: +61 2 8281 7878
gstuart@bartier.com.au
www.bartier.com.au

LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRALIA

JONES DAY
 
John Emmerig
National Head of Litigation
Tel: +61.2.8272.0506
jemmerig@jonesday.com
www.jonesday.com

WORKPLACE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRALIA

National Workplace Lawyers
 
Jason Donnelly
Partner
Tel: +61 2 9233 3989
jason.donnelly@nwlawyers.com.au
www.nationalworkplacelawyers.com.au

HEALTH SECTOR LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN AUSTRALIA - VICTORIA

Health Legal

Natalie Franks
Legal Counsel
Tel: +61 03 9865 1300
natalie.franks@healthlegal.com.au
www.healthlegal.com.au

ARBITRATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN BANGLADESH

Dr. Kamal Hossain and 
Associates
 
Dr. Sharif Bhuiyan
Partner and Deputy Head of Firm
Tel: +88 02 955 2946 / 956 4954 / 
956 0655 / 956 5259
sbhuiyan@khossain.com
www.khossain.com



GLE Awards 2020 93

ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN BANGLADESH

Dr. Kamal Hossain and 
Associates
 
Dr. Sharif Bhuiyan
Partner and Deputy Head of Firm
Tel: +88 02 955 2946 / 956 4954 / 
956 0655 / 956 5259
sbhuiyan@khossain.com
www.khossain.com

LOGISTICS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHINA

Shanghai Kai-Rong Law Firm
 
Jin Yu-Lai
Managing Partner
Tel: +86-21-53961065
jinyulai@skrlf.com
www.skrlf.com

M&A LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CHINA

Vivien Chan & Co.
 
Vivien Chan
Founding and Managing Partner
Tel: +852 2522 9183
vivchan@vcclawservices.com
www.vcclawservices.com/?cid=61

LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN FIJI

Lal Patel Bale Lawyers
 
Raina Lal Patel
Managing Partner
Tel: +679 6720259
Fax: +679 6720230
enquiries@lpblawyers.com
www.lpblawyers.com

AVIATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN INDIA

RNClegal / Rajinder Narain & Co.

Ravi Nath
Partner
Tel: +91 11 41225000
ravi.nath@rnclegal.com
www.rnclegal.com
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CIVIL LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN INDIA

LAW OFFICE OF RAMNI TANEJA
 
Ramni Taneja
Advocate and Sole Practitioner
Tel: +91 11 4155 2051
ramni@ramnitaneja.com
www.ramnitaneja.com

LAW OFFICE  
OF RAMNI TANEJA

FOREIGN INWARD INVESTMENTS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN INDIA

India Law Offices LLP
 
Mr. Gautam Khurana
Managing Partner
Tel: +91-11-24622248, 24622249
office@indialawoffices.com
www.indialawoffices.com

MERGER CONTROL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN INDIA

KK Sharma Law Offices
 
KK Sharma
Partner
Tel: +91-11-41081137
kksharma@kkslawoffices.com
www.kkslawoffices.com

COMMERCIAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN INDIA

LAW OFFICE OF RAMNI TANEJA
 
Ramni Taneja
Advocate and Sole Practitioner
Tel: +91 11 4155 2051
ramni@ramnitaneja.com
www.ramnitaneja.com

LAW OFFICE  
OF RAMNI TANEJA

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN INDIA

LAW OFFICE OF RAMNI TANEJA
 
Ramni Taneja
Advocate and Sole Practitioner
Tel: +91 11 4155 2051
ramni@ramnitaneja.com
www.ramnitaneja.com

LAW OFFICE  
OF RAMNI TANEJA
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BANKING & FINANCE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN INDONESIA

Bagus Enrico & Partners - 
Counselors at Law
 
Bagus SD Nur Buwono
Partner
Tel: +62 21 2988 5959
bagus@bepartners.co.id
www.bepartners.co.id

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN INDONESIA

Markus Sajogo  
& Associates (MSA)
 
E.L. Sajogo, S.H., MCIArb.
Managing Partner 
Tel: +6231 567 7140
e.l.sajogo@sajogolaw.com 
www.sajogolaw.com

INTERNATIONAL CORPORATE RESTRUCTURING LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN JAPAN

Kasumigaseki International  
Law Office (KILO)
 
Shin-Ichiro ABE
Partner
Tel: +81-3-5157-1218
sabe@kiaal.com
www.kiaal.com

IP LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN JAPAN

M. Ide & Co.
 
Masatake Ide
Partner
Tel: +81-3-3263-7749
officei0p@midepat.com
www.midepat.com

M&A LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN JAPAN

SHIOMIZAKA
 
Masanori Tsujikawa
Partner
Tel: +81-3-3596-7315
masanori.tsujikawa@szlaw.jp
www.szlaw.jp/en
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PHARMACEUTICALS & LIFE SCIENCES LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN JAPAN

M. Ide & Co.
 
Masatake Ide
Partner
Tel: +81-3-3263-7749
officei0p@midepat.com
www.midepat.com

TRADEMARK LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN JAPAN

Asamura Patent Office, p.c.
 
Kazutaka Otsuka (Mr)
Director of Trademark and 
Design Department
Tel: +81 03 5715 8651
kotsuka@asamura.jp
www.asamura.jp/en

FRANCHISE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

Lee & Ko
Korea
 
Terry Kim
Partner
Tel: +82-2-2191-3241
terry.kim@leeko.com
www.leeko.com

BOUTIQUE CORPORATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN NEPAL

Imperial Law Associates
 
Nabin Bhandari
Managing Partner
Tel: +977 9808811027
nabin@lawimperial.com
www.lawimperial.com

FRANCHISE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN NEW ZEALAND

Goodwin Turner  
Commercial Lawyers
 
Scott Goodwin
Director
Tel: +64-09-973-7350
scott@goodwinturner.co.nz
www.goodwinturner.co.nz
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PATENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE PHILIPPINES

Romulo Mabanta Buenaventura 
Sayoc & de los Angeles.
 
Rogelio Nicandro
Partner
Tel: +632.555.9555
rogelio.nicandro@romulo.com
www.romulo.com

SECURITIES LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE PHILIPPINES

POBLADOR BAUTISTA  
& REYES LAW OFFICES

Raymund Martin C. Rodriguez
Senior Partner
Tel: +63 02 8893 7623
rcrodriguez@pbrlaw.com.ph
www.pbrlaw.com.ph

CORNERSTONE  
LAW LLP

BANKING & FINANCE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SINGAPORE

Cornerstone Law LLP

Grace Kwek 
Partner
Tel: +65-64990632
grace@cornerstonelaw.com.sg
www.cornerstonelaw.com.sg

CORPORATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN TAIWAN

Formosan Brothers  
Attorneys at Law

Li-Pu Lee
Managing Partner
Tel: +886 2 2705-8086 ext. 515
lipolee@mail.fblaw.com.tw
www.fblaw.com.tw/en
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INSOLVENCY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN BOTSWANA

Osei-Ofei Swabi & Co.

Kwadwo Osei-Ofei
Senior Partner
Tel: +267-3908293
partners@oos.co.bw
www.oos.co.bw

IP LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN CAMEROON

Akkum, Akkum  
& Associates LLP
 
Carlton Fon Akkum
Managing Partner
Tel: +237 222 21 80 43
Fax: +237 222 21 80 44
akkumlaw@akkumlaw.com
www.akkumlaw.com

AAKKUM, AKKUM & 
ASSOCIATES LLP

ARBITRATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN EGYPT

Tarek Riad – Legal Consultants 
and Attorneys at Law
 
Dr. Tarek F. Riad
Managing Partner
Tel: +202 2795 4795
tarek.riad@krr-law.com  
www.krr-law.com

SHIPPING & MARITIME LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN EGYPT

Eldib Advocates

Hisham Eldib
Managing Partner
Tel: +20 122 216 1313
hisham.eldib@eldib.com.eg
www.eldibadvocates.com

AFRICA & THE MIDDLE EAST
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BIOTECH PATENTS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ISRAEL

WEBB + CO. Patent Attorneys  
[part of The LUTHI + WEBB Group]

Dr. Cynthia Webb 
Founder and Managing Partner 
Tel: +972-8-9484666 
office@wbpatents.com 
www.luthi-webb.com;  
www.wbpatents.com

COMMERCIAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ISRAEL

Karin Horev & Co., Law Firm
 
Karin Horev
Managing Partner
Tel: +972-72-2706220
karin@horevlaw.com
www.karinhorev-law.co.il

TECHNOLOGY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN ISRAEL

Naomi Assia & Co. Law Offices
 
Naomi Assia
Partner
Tel: +972-3-6444808
nassia@computer-law.co.il
www.computer-law.co.il

HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYER OF THE YEAR IN MOROCCO

MORSAD LAW FIRM
 
Adil Morsad 
Business Lawyer, Arbitrator
Tel: +212 660616578; 
+212522297190
morsad.adil@gmail.com 
www.morsadlawfirm.com 

TMT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN NIGERIA

Duale, Ovia & Alex-Adedipe
 
Adeleke Alex-Adedipe
Managing Partner
Tel: +234 1 631 2150
Mob: +234 706 418 9829
a.alex-adedipe@doa-law.com
www.doa-law.com
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COMMERCIAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SOUTH AFRICA

Marx & Associates
 
Mr. Melchior Marx
Managing Partner
Tel: +27 823 5835
melchior@marxattorneys.co.za
www.marxattorneys.co.za

SOCIAL JUSTICE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SOUTH AFRICA

Stellenbosch University  
Law Clinic

Prof T Broodryk
Managing Attorney
Tel: +27 21 808 3600
tbroodryk@sun.ac.za
www.sulawclinic.co.za

SPECIALIST LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN SOUTH AFRICA

Stellenbosch University  
Law Clinic

Prof T Broodryk
Managing Attorney
Tel: +27 21 808 3600
tbroodryk@sun.ac.za
www.sulawclinic.co.za

TRADEMARKS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN TANZANIA
 
Vemma Attorneys

Patrick Sanga
Attorney
p.sanga@vemmaattorneys.co.tz

Haika-Belinda John Macha
Attorney
hb.macha@vemmaattorneys.co.tz

Tel: +255 (0)686 999 993
www.vemmaattorneys.co.tz

INVESTMENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN TUNISIA

Adly Bellagha & Associates
 
Adly Bellagha
Partner
Tel: +216 71 329 117
Fax: +216 71 323 746
a.bellagha@gnet.tn

ADLY BELLAGHA & 
ASSOCIATES
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ARBITRATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE UAE

Fenwick Elliott
 
Ahmed Ibrahim
Managing Partner, Dubai
Tel: +971 (0)4 454 2355
aibrahim@fenwickelliott.com   
www.fenwickelliott.com

LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR IN THE UAE

Saud Balhaj Advocates  
& Legal Consultants

The lawyer. Saud Balhaj 
G.M. Mr. Sultan Abu Al Laban
Tel: +971544414114; 
+97124464440
trustpartners@balhaj.ae
www.balhaj.ae
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Fayer Gipson .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 88.

FDR – Pinto Duarte, Casado Neves e Associados, Sociedade de Advogados, SP, RL .......................................................................................... 80.

Fenwick Elliott ........................................................................................................................................................................................................101.
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Formosan Brothers Attorneys at Law ..................................................................................................................................................................... 97.
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FOUNDATION CHAMBERS ................................................................................................................................................................................... 64.
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